
WHERE DOES OUR STRUGGLE WITH HOMOSEXUALITY AND 
GENDER IDENTITY COME FROM?
It is obvious that sexuality is broken in our culture. 
Homosexuality has always existed, but we live in a 
different time where now homosexual marriage is legal 
and protected. Technology has advanced to the point 
where you can choose a gender that differs from your 
birth, and you can even choose to be something other 
than male or female. Many people wonder: how did  
we get here?

Romans 1 teaches that since the Fall into sin (Genesis 
3), humanity has traded the truth about God for a lie 
and through that exchange were given over to foolish 
thinking and a debased mind. Meaning, we are born 
broken people in a broken world. What we see with our 
sexuality is simply a continuation of that reality.

Now the question is: are we going to choose to elevate 
ourselves over God and be in charge of determining our 
own reality and identity? Or are we as creatures going 
to come underneath God’s authority and His goodness, 
regardless of how it may conflict with our feelings  
and desires?

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HOMOSEXUALITY AND 
“SAME-SEX ATTRACTION?”
The practice of homosexuality is condemned in the 
Scriptures (Romans 1, 1 Corinthains 6, Genesis 19, 
Leviticus 18 & 20, 1 Timothy 1) as a sin because it is a 
rebellion against God’s clear design.

Same-sex attraction is sexual desire towards someone 
of the same sex, without indulging the temptation 
through lust or sexual behavior. The fact that a person 
struggles with same-sex attraction does not mean they 
are a homosexual. But while same-sex attraction is not 
a sin, temptation should be fled from. Just as James 1:14 

says, temptation can give birth to sinful actions, which 
leads to death.

WHAT IS A BIBLICAL VIEW OF GENDER?
In our culture today there is a wide spectrum of options 
for how we can interpret gender. But the Scriptures  
are clear:

Genesis 1:27 says God created man in His image, “male 
and female”. The way in which God created the woman 
from the man shows that she is the man’s uniquely 
designed complement. God’s creativity is on display in 
their ability to experience oneness in marriage, ability to
procreate, representing the unique relationship of Jesus 
Christ and his bride, the church, and ultimately uniquely 
bear the image of God.

However, our bodies do bear the curse of sin. So we need 
to be sensitive and not oversimplify. This is a complex 
issue. Nonetheless, this is God’s design.

HOW SHOULD WE AS A CHURCH RESPOND TO A PERSON WHO 
IS STRUGGLING WITH SAME-SEX-ATTRACTION OR GENDER 
IDENTITY WHEN I AM NOT?
The church exists to be a safe place for broken people to 
find community and truth. As Christ followers, we have a 
responsibility to be like God and to represent God, and 
we must have clarity on God’s design in the midst of a 
very confusing sexual culture.

The problem is we often view other’s sin as if it is dirtier 
than our own. The Apostle Paul believes the opposite 
about himself. In 1 Timothy 1:15 he models how we 
should see our sin in comparison to others: “This is 
a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: 
‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners’—and I 
am the worst of them all.”

Only Christians humble enough to recognize our own 
brokenness will be capable of walking with people 
through struggles that seem very different than our own. 
From a posture of humility, then we can begin to present 
the truth with compassion but without compromise. 
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Remember that everyone’s biggest need is Jesus. If we 
were to get someone to change from homosexuality to 
heterosexuality, then we have only dealt with their sexual 
identity and not their sinful identity. We are holding out 
Jesus—new life in Jesus, wholeness in Jesus, healing in
Jesus—and through Jesus everyone can be redeemed.  
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