
Principle: Confront believers in sin. There is 
danger in hypocrisy.
Bible Character(s): Paul , Peter
Scripture Reference: Galatians 2:11-16

1. Worship - Choose your favorite songs from the 
Spotify playlist found on the curriculum resource 
page. Have fun, sing loudly, and follow along with 
the motions!
2. Bible Lesson - Read through the lesson with 
your family.  The bold font is meant to be read 
aloud along with the Scripture references.

Bible Lesson

Last week, we talked about the body of Christ—
how God designed the body of Christ to live with 
the same purpose, working together in harmony 
to spread the kingdom of God. If you believe 
and trust in Jesus, then you are a member of the 
body of Christ. God created you with a specific 
role in the body of Christ and gave you unique 
gifts to fulfill that role. When one member is not 
fulfilling their role, or living to bring glory to God, 
then the whole body cannot function as God 
created it to.

Today, we will learn about one role of believers in 
the body of Christ: to confront another believer 
who is in sin. We will learn how to recognize 
when another is in sin, how to confront that 
person in a loving way to show them how they 
are not glorifying God, and how to help them 
see their sin and repent.

Let’s begin in Galatians 2 [NLT].  Paul wrote this 
letter to the church in Galatia.

Galatians 2:11-13
11 But when Peter came to Antioch, I had 
to oppose him to his face, for what he did 

was very wrong. 12 When he first arrived, he 
ate with the Gentile Christians, who were 
not circumcised. But afterward, when some 
friends of James came, Peter wouldn’t eat 
with the Gentiles anymore. He was afraid of 
criticism from these people who insisted on the 
necessity of circumcision. 13 As a result, other 
Jewish Christians followed Peter’s hypocrisy, 
and even Barnabas was led astray by their 
hypocrisy.

In one of our previous lessons (Acts 10), we saw 
God instruct Peter to tell the Gentiles about 
Jesus. God showed Peter that all people needed 
Jesus to save them, both Jews and Gentiles. 
Peter obeyed God. He began visiting the 
Gentiles in their homes to tell them about Jesus. 
But when he was in Antioch, and a certain group 
of Jews were around, Peter would not go into 
a Gentile’s home because he feared what those 
Jews would think about him. His actions were 
not only wrong, but they caused other Jews to 
follow his example of being a hypocrite.
 
A hypocrite is someone who talks the talk but 
does not walk the walk. They tell others how 
to live, but don’t live that way. Peter’s actions 
were dishonoring to God, and he was not a good 
example to the other believers. Paul confronted 
Peter and told him he was living in a way that did 
not glorify God. His actions were not reflecting 
Jesus and the church correctly. Peter was being 
a hypocrite, and as a result, other believers 
began to do what Peter did.

Help your child understand what hypocrisy is.  
Hypocrisy: You tell others how to live, but you do 
not live that way; you talk the talk but don’t walk 
the walk.

Read through the list of steps provided for 
confronting another believer in sin. Next, read 
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through the different situations and talk about 
how the person is being a hypocrite. 

Ask your child some questions: Who is the person 
in sin? Who is the person confronting the one in 
sin? What makes the person in sin a hypocrite? 
How should the person confront their friend in sin?

How to Confront a Person in Sin:

1. Recognize the sin.

Is it something the Bible says is sin, or is it 
something you think is sin? Before you talk to 
someone in sin, you need to look at Scripture and 
see how and if the Bible says he or she is in sin.

2. Approach the person in sin.

Being bold and coming to the person is the hardest 
step. If you have recognized the sin and know that 
their actions/words disagree with what the Bible 
says, it is your duty to help this person understand 
how they are in sin and how they need Christ.

3. Speak with loving and gentle words to correct 
your friend.

Ephesians 4:15 says, “speak the truth in love.” Use 
your words carefully so that you do not condemn 
the person, but instead speak in a way to help 
them recognize and understand their sin. You are 
talking to your friend out of love and because you 
want them to understand how they need Christ to 
be free from sin.

4. Provide a Biblical reference to show your friend 
how to change their ways.

By finding a verse that illustrates how your friend 
is in sin, you are giving evidence that the Bible 
says they are in sin. Use the verse to explain how 
your friend should be acting or talking.

5. Remind them of God’s mercy and forgiveness.

Make sure to remind your friend that Jesus has 
already paid the sacrifice for their sin, and God 
knows we will never be perfect like Jesus. God 
just wants us to recognize where we are in 
sin, see our need for Jesus, repent and ask for 
forgiveness, and allow him to change us so that 
we can bring glory to him. Jesus is the example of 
how we are to live our life.

“Dear brother and sisters, if another believer is 
overcome by some sin, you who are godly should 
gently and humbly help that person back onto the 
right path.  And be careful not to fall into the same 
temptation yourself.” Galatians 6:1

“You have been taught the holy Scriptures from 
childhood, and they have given you the wisdom 
to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in 
Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is inspired by God and 
is useful to teach us what is true and to make us 
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us 
when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is 
right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people 
to do every good work.”  2 Timothy 3:15-17

Situations Guide

Situation #1 Emily is playing kickball with all of her 
friends at recess. When it’s her team’s turn to kick, 
she is the first person to home base. A boy on her 
team, Chris, says that he really wants to kick first, 
so Emily is unselfish by letting him go ahead of her 
in line. The next time their team has a turn to kick, 
Chris gets to the home base first, and so he is first 
to kick. Another boy on their team, Alex, asks if he 
can kick first this time, but Chris says no because 
he got there first, so he gets to kick first.

Situation #2  Joshua and his best friend Tyler 
accidentally broke a lamp in Tyler’s house while 
playing with a ball. Tyler doesn’t know what to 
do, and he asks Joshua if he should lie by saying 
the dog did it. Joshua says that would be a wrong 
choice, and so Tyler tells his mom the truth. The 
next week, they are playing at Joshua’s house 
and decide to ride their bikes in the driveway. 
Joshua is riding by his dad’s car and accidentally 
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scratches the car door with his bike handle. He 
doesn’t tell Tyler what happened, or his dad, 
hoping his dad won’t see the scratch because 
he’s afraid of getting in trouble.

Situation #3 John’s little brother, Tommy, was 
playing with some trucks when John came home. 
John asks to play with one of the trucks, but Tommy 
says no. John tells him that he is not loving others 
when he doesn’t share, so he needs to learn how 
to share. Tommy then gives him a truck to play 
with. Later that day, John is outside playing with 
his new remote control car, and Tommy comes out 
asking to have a turn. John gives him the remote, 
but then he takes it right back, saying that he is 
afraid Tommy will break it.

Situation #4 There is a kid named Jake in Sarah’s 
class who is always picked on by everyone else. 
Most of the kids call him a nerd. Sarah tells her 
mom about it, and her mom tells her that she 
should become friends with Jake. Sarah invites 
him over to play at her house, and they have a 
really fun time. The next day, Jake comes to sit 
with Sarah at lunch, but she tells him no, because 
she’s afraid of what everyone else in her class will 
think of her if they see her sitting next to him at 
lunch.

We can see from these different situations that it 
can be easy to say one thing, but do something 
else. Most of us are guilty of the sin of hypocrisy. 
The Bible teaches us how to live our lives in a 
way that is honoring to God. As we read our 
Bible and grow in our faith, the Holy Spirit will 
show us many things that we say and do that are 
sinful. If you believe and trust in Jesus as Savior, 
you need to learn how to recognize your sin, 
confess it, and repent of it. Believers also need 
to learn how to recognize hypocrisy (sin) in the 
lives of other believers so that we can confront 
them and help them see how they are not living 
to glorify God. We can ask God to change our 
hearts so we can bring glory to him.

Paul spoke to Peter and told him how his 
behavior was harming the church in an effort to 

help him and to glorify God. We are all one body 
and are saved through Christ, not through our 
works. Paul wanted the truth of the gospel to 
be clear to help Peter see how his life was not 
reflecting his belief in Jesus. The Bible tells us in 
Galatians 6:1 that if another believer is caught in 
sin, then we are to correct that person. We are to 
gently show another believer how they are in sin 
and how they can repent so that they can bring 
glory to God. When the Holy Spirit is present in 
our friendships with each other, we learn how to 
treat one another with respect and kindness. By 
asking the Holy Spirit for wisdom and guidance, 
we can learn how to avoid hypocrisy in our 
actions and words, even when trying to correct 
a friend. 

Let’s see how Paul corrected Peter in his actions.

Galatians 2:14, 16
14 When I saw that they were not following the 
truth of the gospel message, I said to Peter 
in front of all the others, “Since you, a Jew by 
birth, have discarded the Jewish laws and are 
living like a Gentile, why are you now trying 
to make these Gentiles follow the Jewish 
traditions?
16 Yet we know that a person is made right with 
God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying 
the law. And we have believed in Christ Jesus, 
so that we might be made right with God 
because of our faith in Christ, not because we 
have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be 
made right with God by obeying the law.”

Was Peter “talking the talk and walking the 
walk?” (Allow responses.) No! Peter was more 
concerned with what the Jews thought about 
him than living the way God wanted him to 
live. Peter believed that Jesus came to save 
all people, not just the Jews. There were many 
Jews who did not believe this. When these Jews 
were around, Peter did not talk to the Gentiles.

What did Paul do? (Allow responses.) Paul saw 
that Peter was “not following the truth of the 
gospel message.” He recognized the sin in 

Family Lesson 84



Peter’s life, and he confronted Peter out of love 
to show him how he was sinning. He said that we 
are not saved by our actions, but by our belief 
and faith in Jesus Christ. When you have faith in 
Jesus, then your actions should show what you 
believe. It is not easy to confront a friend when 
they are in the wrong, or sinning, but the Bible 
tells us we are to do just that. We bring glory 
to God when we confront a friend who is in sin 
and help them to see their sin, to repent, and to 
allow God to change their heart.

Prayer

Spend a few minutes in prayer to close your family 
time. Thank God for sending his Son, Jesus, to die 
on the cross and pay the punishment of our sin. 
Ask him to help us to love others as god loves, by 
living in a way that brings glory to his name. 

Activity

“Jesus +”-  the purpose of this activity is to help 
your child understand how they might add more 
to just believing in Jesus for salvation.

Supplies:
Worksheet (found on GCK resource page)

Your child can draw pictures or write. The goal is 
to explain what the Bible says about salvation vs 
what we say or believe about salvation.

1. The top part of the worksheet will show us what 
the Bible says about salvation. Read Romans 
10:9.“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved.” What 
does the Bible say we have to do for salvation 
(or to be saved)? (Believe in Jesus.) That’s right. 
Romans 10:9 says that if we “confess that Jesus 
is Lord and believe that God raised him from the 
dead,” we will be saved. Let’s write “belief in 
Jesus” in the first circle on our worksheets. Help 
them understand that the Bible says Salvation = 
Belief in Jesus.

2. Next, explain that sometimes we change what 
the Bible says by saying or believing that we must 
do certain things to be saved. We add to what the 
Bible says we need (“belief in Jesus”), and even 
though we may be doing good things that do flow 
out of our faith, these things are not needed for 
our salvation. Write “belief in Jesus” in the circle 
and then explain that we add (plus sign) to that 
by saying or thinking we need to do more to be 
saved. In the triangles, write things we think we 
need to do to be saved (praying before meals; 
actions/works like obeying parents, being honest, 
helping others, etc; reading the Bible; going to 
church; etc.) Be sure to talk to them about how 
these things are good things and they please 
God, but that the Bible tells us we don’t have to 
do these things for our salvation (the FREE gift of 
God – Romans 6:23). Read Galatians 2:16.  “Yet 
we know that a person is made right with God 
by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. 
And we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that 
we might be made right with God because of our 
faith in Christ, not because we have obeyed the 
law. For no one will ever be made right with God 
by obeying the law.” It is only by faith in Christ 
that we are saved, not by doing anything else.
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We can see from the pictures that the only thing 
the Bible tells us we must do in order to be 
saved is to believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
We are to trust that Jesus is who he says he is, 
and that he took the punishment for our sins 
when he died on the Cross. We often add to this 
by thinking we have to do things to earn our 
salvation, like pray before meals, go to church 
every Sunday, or act in a certain way. Remember 
two things. We are not made clean by praying, 
going to church, or obeying our parents. We 
are made clean by having faith in Jesus Christ. 
Also, we cannot judge other people. Many of the 
things we add to believing in Jesus for salvation 
are good things. They can flow out of our belief 
in Jesus, but none of these things alone can save 
us from our sin. The Bible tells us in Romans 
10:9, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved.”
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