
Principle: The Bible is God’s Word for us. His 
Word should be what shapes our view of him and 
what informs every aspect of our lives.
Scripture Reference: 2 Timothy 3:16

1. Worship - Choose your favorite songs from the 
Spotify playlist found on the curriculum resource 
page. Have fun, sing loudly, and follow along with 
the motions!
2. Bible Lesson - Read through the lesson with 
your family.  The bold font is meant to be read 
aloud along with the Scripture references.

Bible Lesson

Today is the second lesson in the Books of the 
Bible series. This is a time for us to explore 
the Bible because we want to be able to use 
God’s Word.  The Bible is a pretty big book, and 
spending some time now to learn more about 
how it was written, how it’s laid out, and what all 
it contains will be a big help in learning how to 
read and use the Bible for years to come.

Last week, we talked about the Bible being one 
big book made up of lots of smaller books. Do 
you remember how many smaller books there 
are in the Bible? (66.) That’s right—there are 
66 books in the Bible. Those books are divided 
into two main sections—do you remember what 
those are? (Old and New Testaments.)

The Old Testament has 39 books while the New 
Testament has 27. Do you remember what the 
phrase “Old Testament” means? What is that 
part of the Bible about? (God’s old covenant/
agreement/promise to Abraham and the people 
of Israel.) The promise was that he would be 
their leader and friend and would not leave 
them, but they had to obey certain laws (or rules) 
given to them by God. What is it called when we 

don’t obey God? (Allow time for answers.) That’s 
right; when we disobey God, we are sinning. 
What does the “New Testament” mean and 
what is it about? (The new covenant/promise/
agreement between God and believers of Christ.) 
In the New Testament, the promise is that Jesus 
came to live a perfect life, die on the cross, and 
defeat death so that anyone who believes in 
him will be in relationship with God again. The 
New Testament isn’t about following rules and 
making things right between us and God through 
things we do, but about Jesus being the perfect 
and holy Lamb and paying the price for our sins 
so that we can be in relationship with God who 
is holy. In Matthew 5:17, Jesus says, “I did not 
come to abolish the law of Moses or the writings 
of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their 
purpose.” And do you remember what Romans 
6:23 tells us is the payment for sin? “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” Both 
of those verses speak to the new covenant, or 
the new promise, that God has made with his 
people.

Have your child open their Bible to the front. 
Spend some time explaining the table of contents 
and lists of the books of the Bible. Show them the 
Old Testament books of the Bible and the list of the 
New Testament books. There is also a list of all of 
the books together, in alphabetical order. Remind 
your child that the Bible is God’s story—it is one 
whole story of creation, salvation, redemption, 
and of Jesus’ return—written out in 66 books. 
We are going to spend some time learning these 
books of the Bible and how to find them in our 
Bibles. Help your child to learn how Scripture 
passages are notated and how to find passages 
in the Bible.

Do you know what a secret code is? (Allow time 
for answers.) Well, each passage in the Bible has 
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a special combination of words and numbers 
that is kind of like a special code to help us find 
verses in the Bible—except these codes aren’t 
a secret! In fact, we’re going to talk about how 
Bible passages are “coded” right now, so you’ll 
know exactly how to look up things in your own 
Bible. It’s almost like each verse has its own 
address.

You already know a lot of the books of the 
Bible—Genesis, Exodus, Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and so on. That’s the first thing to know when 
you want to look up something in the Bible. 
(Say “Genesis.” Have your child turn to Genesis 
in their Bible.) Each book of the Bible is divided 
into chapters and verses and each of those has 
a number. So, after you know the book name, 
you want to know the CHAPTER NUMBER. 
(Call out chapter number 9 after the book. Have 
your child turn to Genesis 9 in their Bible.) And 
then you want to know what VERSE NUMBER 
(or NUMBERS) you are looking for. (Say verse 12 
after the chapter. Have your child turn to Genesis 
9:12 and read the verse.)

Great job! Now if I was to say another “verse 
code” or verse reference, do you think you could 
find it in the Bible on your own? Let’s try. Let’s 
look up 2 Timothy 3:16. Would you like to read it 
for us? Hey, it’s your memory verse! Let’s say it 
together a few times—from memory.

Now, you know how to look up a Bible verse 
or passage if you’re given the book name, the 
chapter, and the verse number. But what if you 
want to look up a verse about a certain thing 
that’s important to you or something that is 
going on in your life? We’ve talked about how 
helpful the Bible is in telling us more about God 
and more about how to live our lives. But if we 
have a question about something and don’t 
know where it is in the Bible—how would we 
find it? (Your child may actually know about the 
concordance, so allow time for them to answer, 
but they may not, so these may be rhetorical 
questions.)

In the waaaay back of the Bible, there is 
something called a “concordance.” Can you say 
that with me? (CON-COR-DANCE.) Very good. A 
concordance is like a dictionary. Do you know 
what that is? (Allow time for answers.) It’s a book 
that tells us what words mean. If you want to 
know more about something, you can look up 
the word in the dictionary/concordance and see 
where, in the Bible, that thing is mentioned.

Maybe you want to know what God says about 
forgiveness, or angels, or baptism. All you have 
to do is find that word in the list of words in the 
dictionary/concordance, and you’ll see the verse 
references to show you where in the Bible God 
talks about those things.

It’s important that you look at the verses before 
and after the one you look up to understand 
what the verse is saying. We need to be careful 
not to make up our own story to go with any 
given verse but to understand exactly what 
God is saying. Jesus himself related to us in 
stories (parables), not just with short phrases or 
a sentence or two. If it was important to him to 
share about God in this way, how much more 
important is it for us to study God’s Word the 
same way?

Ask your child for topic suggestions and 
spend some time looking up a couple in the 
concordance, teaching them to find the verses 
on that topic and showing them how to read the 
surrounding verses so we understand the story 
being told. 

God’s Word speaks to every part of our lives. 
Learning to use the Bible can be hard, but it is 
important. We want to shape our lives around 
God’s Word, and we can only do that if we learn 
how to find what God has to say about what is 
going on in our lives and hearts. This can be 
really hard, even for adults, but God’s Word is 
for each of us.

Pastors, teachers, parents, and friends can be a 
great help to us, but God’s Word has 
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the power to change our lives, and it is every 
believer’s responsibility to study and know 
God’s Word.

2 Timothy 2:15 says, “Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 
does not need to be ashamed and who correctly 
handles the word of truth.”

Make sure to encourage your child and let 
them know that it’s okay if it’s hard for them 
to find something in the Bible. Let them know 
that it is still hard for us as adults, but practice 
makes it easier and God has a way of moving 
us in the right direction if we’ll just try. Remind 
them that God has sent the Holy Spirit to help 
us know his Word. Remind them of John 14:26 
from last week: John 14:26 says that “the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you.”

Prayer

Spend a few minutes in prayer to close your family 
time.

Activity

“Books of the Bible Word Search”- The purpose is 
for your child to learn and become more familiar 
with the books of both the Old and the New 
Testaments.

Supplies:
Word search  (found on the GCK Resource page)

Explain to your child that it’s not important how 
quickly they are able to find books or passages 
in the Bible, but that as people who love God and 
want to know him better, it is important we spend 
time reading his story. The more we know about 
the Bible and how and where to find things in 
it, the easier it will be and the better we’ll be at 
spending time reading the Word of God.
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