
Principle: The Bible is God’s Word for us. His 
Word should be what shapes our view of him and 
what informs every aspect of our lives.
Scripture Reference: 2 Timothy 3:16

1. Worship - Choose your favorite songs from the 
Spotify playlist found on the curriculum resource 
page. Have fun, sing loudly, and follow along with 
the motions!
2. Bible Lesson - Read through the lesson with 
your family.  The bold font is meant to be read 
aloud along with the Scripture references.

Bible Lesson

Today we will begin our Books of the Bible lesson 
series. We are going to learn about how God’s 
Word should shape our lives.

Ask your child to get a Bible.  Spend a few minutes 
looking at a Bible and showing your child how it 
is laid out. Show your child the Table of Contents 
located at the beginning of the Bible, the Old 
Testament in the front, and the New Testament in 
the back. We want them to become familiar with 
God’s Word and to be able to use it practically on 
their own.

Today, we are starting a three-week series called 
“Books of the Bible.” Over those three weeks, 
including today, we’ll be talking about the 
Bible—how it came to be, how it is laid out, why 
it’s important, and how we can use it to learn 
more about God and how to live our lives.

The Bible is God’s Word to us. Everything you read 
in the Bible came from God, but what’s amazing 
is that it was written by over 40 different men. 
These men all knew exactly what God wanted 
them to write—the Bible is GOD’S Word, written 

by man. It is a collection of 66 books that were 
all written over a period of 2000 years!

How old are you? (Allow time for answers and 
divide 2,000 by a child’s age for the next part: 6 
years old = 333; 7 years old = 285 8 years old = 
250; 9 years old = 222, 10 years old = 200.) So, if 
you’re _____ years old, you would have to live 
______ of your lives to live as long as the time 
it took for the whole Bible to be written! That’s a 
long, long time, isn’t it?

Another important thing to know about the 
Bible is that it’s divided into two big parts. Do 
you know what those two parts are? (Allow time 
for answers.) That’s right—the Old and New 
Testaments!

The word “testament” means “covenant.” Do 
you know what a “covenant” is? (Allow time 
for answers.) A “covenant” is an agreement or 
a promise. Have you ever made a promise to 
someone? (Allow time for answers.) Did you keep 
your promise? Do you think God’s kept his? God 
always keeps his promises. A long, long time 
ago, God made an agreement with Abraham and 
the people of Israel. The term “Old Testament” 
refers to this promise. (Covenant may be a 
strange word and concept for your child, so spend 
some time further explaining the idea of a promise 
or agreement with them, if need be. We will be 
talking more about what the covenant was in next 
week’s lesson.)

In the second part of the Bible, there is a new 
covenant or promise God had with people who 
believed in Christ. The “New Testament” refers 
to this new promise through Jesus Christ.

What are the two main parts of the Bible called? 
(The Old Testament and the New Testament.) 
Even though the Bible is separated into these 
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two main parts, it is still just one big story. It’s 
GOD’S story. It’s his story of creation, salvation, 
redemption, and of his return. His Word is the 
same throughout the entire Bible and doesn’t 
change.

God chose how to write his story down in our 
Bibles in three ways. One way was through 
people. Jeremiah 1:9 gives us an example of 
this when it says, “Then the Lord reached out 
and touched my mouth and said, ‘Look, I have 
put my words in your mouth!’” Another way 
was through God doing the writing himself, 
as we see in Deuteronomy 9:10 when Moses 
says, “The Lord gave me the two tablets on 
which God had written with his own finger all 
the words he had spoken to you from the heart 
of the fire when you were assembled at the 
mountain.” The two tablets Moses mentioned 
are the Ten Commandments. That’s right, the 
Ten Commandments we know today came 
directly from God’s own hand! And the third way 
God chose to record his story is seen in the New 
Testament where we have Jesus (who is God) 
speaking the words directly to us.

God tells us in 2 Timothy 3:16 that, “All Scripture 
is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what 
is true and to make us realize what is wrong in 
our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and 
teaches us to do what is right.” Do you know 
what Timothy means when he says “all Scripture 
is inspired by God”? (Allow time for answers. 
Then, explain that Timothy is saying that the Bible, 
or Scripture, all comes from God. Everything in the 
Bible is something God wanted us to know—but 
sometimes he used other people to tell us these 
things. He gave the words to people like Jeremiah 
and Isaiah and Timothy.) This verse from Timothy 
is going to be our memory verse for this series, 
so let’s say it together a couple times right now. 
We’ll work on memorizing it even more later in 
the lesson. Repeat the verse a couple times.

Help your child understand the purpose of the 
difference between a story being “inspired” by 
humans and being “inspired” by God.

Tell your child that you’re going to play a game 
of “telephone.” Have everyone sit in a circle. Pick 
a passage from below (save the card in red ink 
for last), and whisper the passage to the person 
on your left. Have that person then whisper what 
they heard to the person on their left. Go around 
the entire circle in this manner. When the last 
person hears the statement, have them say it 
out loud. Read the original passage out loud. In 
some cases, the statement will NOT be what was 
originally said (and that’s great!). However, there 
may be times it does make it all the way around 
the circle correctly, and that’s okay, too.  Do this 
with each verse.

1. “He has enabled us to be ministers of his new 
covenant.” from 2 Corinthians 3:6

2. “...to do what is right, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with your God.” from Micah 6:8

3. “This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood.” from Luke 22:20

4. “As the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you 
in my hand.” from Jeremiah 18:6

We just played telephone with four different 
statements. How many of those were said 
correctly by the end of the round (by the time 
the phrase reached the person at the end of the 
circle)? (Allow time for answers.) Because we are 
human, and we are not perfect, we were not able 
to get the message to the last person perfectly 
or correctly. But when it came to sharing God’s 
story, the words were coming from God, through 
people like Jeremiah and Timothy. Because God 
is perfect and God inspired them and the story, 
we can know that what is in the Bible is correct, 
perfect, and exactly what God wants us to have 
and to know, no matter who wrote it or how 
many people have translated the story since it 
was first written.

The last verse we read, the one about the potter 
and the clay, comes from Jeremiah 18. Let’s read 
a little more from that chapter—Jeremiah 18:1-6. 
(If your child’s reading level permits, have them 
read the passage.) 
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Jeremiah 18:1-6
1 “The Lord gave another message to Jeremiah. 
He said, ² “Go down to the potter’s shop, and 
I will speak to you there.” ³ So I did as he told 
me and found the potter working at his wheel. 
⁴ But the jar he was making did not turn out as 
he had hoped, so he crushed it into a lump of 
clay again and started over.
⁵ Then the Lord gave me this message: ⁶ “O 
Israel, can I not do to you as this potter has 
done to his clay? As the clay is in the potter’s 
hand, so are you in my hand.

When we read passages in the Bible, they don’t 
always say things like, “God told me…” or “The 
Lord gave another message…” as it does here, 
but verses like the one in 2 Timothy we read 
earlier tell us that “ALL scripture is inspired by 
God.” Everything we read in the Bible comes 
from God. (“All Scripture is inspired by God and 
is useful to teach us what is true and to make us 
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us 
when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is 
right.”)

The Bible, God’s Word to us, was given to us 
so that we could know who God is, what he is 
like, and how we should act in every part of life. 
God even helps us do this. Jesus told us in John 
14:26 that, “the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you all things and 
will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 
How great is that? God hasn’t left us on our own 
to figure out what the Bible means. He comes to 
live in us and teach us what his Word says to us.

Have an in-depth discussion with your child about 
how everything in the Bible is true and personal.  
Read each Bible verse out loud. Give your child 
some time to look up each verse.

1. Proverbs 30:5?  “Every word of God proves 
true.  He is a shield to all who come to him 
for protection.’’ For us as believers, trusting 
the Bible to be true comes down to a matter 
of faith. Do we believe what God has said? 
Allow time for answers and discussion. 

Proverbs 30:5 reminds us that “every word 
of God is true.” That means that Jonah really 
was swallowed by a big fish, that the Red 
Sea really did part, that the walls of Jericho 
really fell, and that God spoke and the world 
was created.

 It also means that sin separated us from God, 
that God had a plan, that Jesus was a real 
baby and really God at the same time, and 
that he came to pay the price for your sin and 
mine.

2. Ephesians 2:8? “For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 

 Do you know how we learn about God’s 
grace and come to have faith in him? Allow 
time for some answers. Well, the Bible tells us 
in our next passage.

3. Romans 10:17? “So then faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

 
 So far, we’ve learned that the Bible tells us 

that every word of God is true and that God 
made us, but our sin separates us from God 
who is holy and perfect. But the Bible also 
tells us that God gave us a gift—what is that 
gift? (Jesus, grace through Christ, communion 
with him.) And we can learn about God, his 
grace, having faith, and more by doing what? 
By hearing or reading the Word of God!

 The Bible is personal. It is how God shows 
himself to each of us, how he has chosen to 
direct us individually. It’s not just for teachers 
and preachers to know and share, it is for 
each of us. 

4. Deuteronomy 11:18-20? “So commit 
yourselves wholeheartedly to these words of 
mine. Tie them to your hands and wear them 
on your forehead as reminders. Teach them 
to your children. Talk about them when you 
are at home and when you are on the road, 
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when you are going to bed and when you are 
getting up. Write them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your gates.”

 The Bible, God’s Word, should impact or 
have influence on our lives every moment of 
every day.

Joshua 1:8 says, “Study this Book of Instruction 
continually. Meditate on it day and night so you 
will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only 
then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.” 
And Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to 
guide my feet and a light for my path.” Both of 
these verses tell us how important God’s Word 
is.

Prayer

Spend a few minutes in prayer to close your family 
time.

Activity

“A Light for My Path”-  the purpose is to remind 
your child that God’s Word should impact our 
everyday lives.

Supplies:
Canning jar with lid 
Battery operated candle
Notecard
Pen/Pencil
Spool of curling ribbon or twine 
Hole punch

Remind your child that Psalm 119:105 says God’s 
Word is “a lamp to guide my feet and a light for 
my path.” Ask them to share what that means 

to them. Do you  remember the memory verse 
we’ve read a couple times from 2 Timothy? It 
says, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful to teach us what is true and to make us 
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us 
when we are wrong and teaches us to do what 
is right.”  This is going to be our memory verse 
over the next few weeks, so let’s say it together 
a few times. Spend a couple of minutes teaching 
your child how to memorize the verse to a beat. It 
would even be fun for your family to come up with 
a beat to memorize it together.

We have heard many times today that the Bible 
was given to us by God to teach us more about 
him and it teaches us how we should live our 
lives. God’s Word, the Bible, is like a lantern or 
lamp that guides us down the path of life. Today, 
we’re going to make a lantern that has the 2 
Timothy passage on it so you’ll be reminded 
of the importance of reading and memorizing 
Scripture because God’s Word is a light to guide 
our lives.

Help your child write 2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture 
is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what 
is true and to make us realize what is wrong in 
our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and 
teaches us to do what is right.”

Have your child punch a hole in the top corner 
of the card and then string a piece of curling 
ribbon through the card. Help them tie the card 
and ribbon around the top of the jar. Give them 
a battery operated candle and show them how 
to turn it on with the switch on the bottom. Then 
have them put the candle in the bottom of the jar 
and replace the lid to their memory verse lamp!
Turn off the lights and march around the room, 
repeating the memory verse as the lamps light 
their path. Remind them to work on memorizing 
the verse throughout the week!
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