
Bible Passage: 2 Kings 2

Personal Preparation

Following God’s great display of power at 
Mount Carmel, Elijah fled for his life and 
traveled to Mount Horeb where he heard 
God whisper softly. God instructed Elijah to 
anoint a man named Elisha as his successor. 
Elijah found Elisha plowing a field. Elijah put 
his cloak over Elisha to show that Elisha would 
be a prophet like Elijah. Elisha then followed 
Elijah and served him for many years. In time, 
King Ahab of Israel appointed his son Ahaziah 
as king. When Ahaziah died, his brother Jorem 
became king.

Elijah’s ministry came to an end, and God took 
him to heaven in an unusual way. First, Elijah 
and Elisha traveled from Gilgal to Bethel to 
Jericho and then to the Jordan River. Elijah met 
with other prophets and their families. Despite 
Elijah’s insistence otherwise, Elisha did not 
leave Elijah’s side. Then, a group of prophets 
watched as Elijah parted the Jordan River by 
striking the water with his mantle (cloak) so he 
could cross. In Elijah’s final moments, Elisha 
requested, “Please, let me inherit two shares of 
your spirit,” (2 Kings 2:9). Elisha wanted power 
to continue God’s work and confirmation as 
Israel’s next prophet.

Suddenly, a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
appeared and separated the men. Elijah went 
up to heaven in a whirlwind, and Elisha cried 
out after him. When Elijah was out of view, 
Elisha picked up Elijah’s cloak and struck the 
water of the Jordan River. The water parted—a 
sign that Elisha had received power from God. 
Elisha would continue the work of Elijah as a 
prophet to Israel.
God gave Elisha the same spirit that was in 

Elijah so Elisha could carry out his mission as 
a prophet. Years later, Jesus told his followers 
to wait for the Holy Spirit. God gives believers 
the Holy Spirit so they can share the gospel 
with the world.

Invite the Holy Spirit into your life and pray for 
the ability to display the power of God in your 
everyday life, especially when ministering and 
teaching to individuals within the church.

Memory Verse

To begin the lesson, introduce the memory 
verse to the group to begin learning it. This will 
be the memory verse throughout Unit 13.

Isaiah 42:8 NLT
“I am the Lord; that is my name! I will not 
give my glory to anyone else, nor share 
my praise with carved idols.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God chose Elisha to continue Elijah’s work 
as a prophet.

2. There is one true God who alone deserves 
worship.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

As we have learned, God sent the prophet 
Elijah to Israel to announce there would be 
a drought because of the evil king Ahab 
and the idolatry that was taking place in the 
Northern Kingdom. During this time, God 
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provided in miraculous ways for Elijah, as well 
as a widow and her son. When it was time 
for rain to fall again, God showed that he is 
the one true God. God completely burned up 
Elijah’s altar when Baal’s prophets couldn’t 
even produce a spark. But Elijah’s time as 
prophet was coming to an end, and God had 
plans to raise up a new prophet. Interestingly 
enough, the new prophet’s name sounds 
pretty similar to Elijah’s! Our Bible story for 
today is about “Elijah and Elisha.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Elijah and 
Elisha.”

Bible Lesson

What a story! Elisha followed Elijah around 
and refused to leave him. When it was time 
for Elijah to go where Elisha couldn’t follow, 
Elisha asked for a double portion of the spirit 
in Elijah!

Remember, Elijah was the prophet who was 
sent by God to warn King Ahab and the 
Israelites about the drought. He is the one 
who helped provide for the widow and her 
son and raised the son from the dead. He is 
the one who challenged the prophets of Baal 
and allowed God to display his power for all 
of Israel to see. Elisha saw these good works 
and basically said, “I want God to use me in 
incredible ways, just as he used you.” That is 
a big request!

But God did just that. Elijah parted the Jordan 
on the way to the place where the chariots of 
fire took him into heaven. On the way back, 
what did Elisha do? He did the same thing! 
God chose Elisha to continue Elijah’s work 
as a prophet. God’s people were still living in 
sin, worshiping false gods. They still needed 
someone to lead them back to God.

But the One who would really lead them back 
to God was still many years away. You see, 
Jesus came to be the perfect Prophet. He 
told us God’s message to people: he loves 
us and wants us to love and obey him. Jesus 

perfectly showed who God is and what he is 
like because Jesus is God the Son.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

God gave Elisha the same spirit that was in 
Elijah so Elisha could carry out his mission as 
a prophet. Years later, Jesus told his followers 
to wait for the Holy Spirit. God gives believers 
the Holy Spirit so they can share the gospel 
with the world.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on Elijah 
and Elisha. Today’s episode asks if there are 
prophets today.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who did God say was going to be the next 

prophet of Israel?
• Elisha 

2. What did Elijah and Elisha place in the 
river to get across?
• Cloak

3. How did God take Elijah back up to 
heaven?
• Fire and whirlwind

4. Whose spirit and power did Elisha truly 
receive?
• God’s

Group B
1. What cities did Elijah and Elisha travel 

together to? 
• Gilgal, Bethel, and Jericho (2 Kings 2:1-

4)
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2. How did Elijah and Elisha get across the 
Jordan river? 
• Elijah, and later Elisha, parted the river 

by hitting it with Elijah’s cloak. (2 Kings 
2:8,14) 

3. What did Elisha ask for before Elijah went 
to heaven? 
• A double portion of the spirit Elijah had 

(2 Kings 2:9) 
4. Why did God use prophets? 

• God used prophets to spread his Word 
and tell the people how to live. Prophets 
called the people to love and obey God 
and wrote down God’s words for his 
people. 

• We no longer have the same kind of 
prophets because the Bible is complete. 
The Bible contains all we need to know 
about God to love and trust him. 

5. Whose power and spirit did Elisha really 
receive? 
• The miracles Elijah performed 

happened by God’s power. When Elisha 
received that power after Elijah, God 
was now working through Elisha as he 
had through Elijah. 

6. How can we have access to the power of 
Elijah and Elisha? 
• When we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit 

lives within us. He fills us with power 
and helps us love and obey God.

Group C
1. What was significant about the Jordan 

River parting for Elijah and Elisha? 
• Remind the individuals of other 

instances of waters parting in the Bible 
(Moses at the Red Sea, Joshua at the 
Jordan River). 

• These miracles showed God’s presence 
and power with his people. God’s power 
was in Elijah and also with Elisha when 
God chose Elisha to continue Elijah’s 
work as a prophet. 

2. What mission does God call all believers 
to? 
• Our mission as followers of Jesus is 

to make disciples of all nations by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus calls us 
to tell others the good news so they 
may repent, believe, and have life with 
him forever. 

3. Why is the Holy Spirit important to us? 
• The Holy Spirit is a gift from God to 

believers. The Spirit will never leave us. 
Through the Spirit, God empowers us 
to carry out his mission of sharing the 
gospel with the world.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• God is powerful! God took Elijah into 
heaven in a whirlwind. He allowed 
Elisha to see Elijah taken away, and 
Elisha received power through God’s 
spirit. The prophets in the crowd saw 
God’s power through Elisha just as they 
had seen in Elijah.

2. How did Elisha know God’s spirit was 
within him?
• After Elijah went away, Elisha picked 

up Elijah’s cloak and went back to the 
Jordan River. He hit the water, and it 
parted for him to cross to the other side 
just as it had for Elijah. The parted water 
was a sign that Elisha had received 
power from God.

3. Do you think there are prophets today?
4. Who in your own life has taught you God’s 

Word? What can you share with others?

Prayer

Dear God, you are in control of everything! 
You don’t need us, but you allow us the 
privilege of being part of your plan to share 
your message with the world because you 
love us. Thank you for your love today and 
forever. Amen. 
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