
Bible Passage: 2 Kings 6

Personal Preparation

After Elijah was taken to heaven in a whirlwind, 
his successor Elisha continued Elijah’s work as 
a prophet to Israel. God used him, like Elijah, 
to perform miracles—multiplying the oil of a 
poor widow, raising a Shunammite woman’s 
son from the dead, purifying a poisoned pot of 
stew, and more. 

At this time, Israel was ruled by King Joram. 
The land of Aram to the northeast (located 
in present-day Syria) was ruled by King Ben-
hadad. In 2 Kings 5, Naaman—the commander 
of the army for the king of Aram—sought out 
Elisha for healing of a skin disease. Naaman 
recognized the one true God (2 Kings 5:15), 
but Aram was an enemy of Israel and waged 
war against the people. 

Each time the king of Aram made plans to attack 
Israel, God revealed the plans to Elisha and he 
alerted Israel’s king so Israel could thwart their 
enemy’s plans. When Aram’s king discovered 
Elisha was to blame, he was determined to kill 
God’s prophet and sent an army to surround 
the place where Elisha was hiding. Elisha’s 
servant saw the enemy army and was afraid, 
but Elisha could see something the servant 
couldn’t see: an army of the Lord outnumbering 
the Arameans covered the mountain, ready to 
protect Elisha. God blinded the enemy army, 
and Elisha led them to Samaria where the king 
of Israel could have killed them. Instead, Elisha 
told the king to feed the men and send them 
home. Those raiders did not come into Israel’s 
land again. 

This story in 2 Kings 6 reveals that the world 
is not limited to what is seen. As you teach 

individuals, emphasize that God is always with 
us, even though we can’t see him. Jesus came 
to earth so people could see God (See Col. 
1:15). God protects us from sin and death when 
we trust in Jesus. Ask God to open your eyes 
to his power and seek to see God working in 
every sphere of your life, even when you may 
feel defeated or hopeless.

Memory Verse

To begin the lesson, introduce the memory 
verse to the group to begin learning it. This is 
the last lesson of Unit 13.

Isaiah 42:8 NLT
“I am the Lord; that is my name! I will not 
give my glory to anyone else, nor share 
my praise with carved idols.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God protected Elisha with an invisible army.
2. There is one true God who alone deserves 

our worship.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

A few weeks ago, we began talking about 
how God worked through the prophet Elijah 
in 1 Kings. We learned about Elijah and the 
widow and that God provided in miraculous 
ways. We also learned how God showed that 
he is the one true God on Mount Carmel when 
the prophets of Baal failed the test Elijah set 
up. Last week, we learned that when Elijah 
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went to heaven, God chose Elisha to continue 
Elijah’s work as a prophet. This week, we will 
learn some more about Elisha. Our story is 
“Elisha and the Army.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Elisha and 
the Army”

Bible Lesson

God’s people would have been in big trouble 
if not for Elisha. God told Elisha where the 
enemy army was planning to attack. When 
the enemy king decided to get rid of Elisha, 
God protected Elisha with an invisible 
army—a massive army of invisible angels. 

You know, had I been Elisha’s servant, I would 
have been pretty afraid too. If I couldn’t see 
God’s army, I probably wouldn’t believe it 
was there. But the truth is, God’s love and 
protection did not rely on the servant’s ability 
to see the army. God was with them whether 
the servant knew it or not. 

In a way, that reminds me of life with Jesus. If 
you repent and believe that Jesus died on the 
cross for your sins, the Holy Spirit is with you, 
filling you with God’s power. The Holy Spirit 
helps us love and obey God. He protects us 
from temptation and leads us to make wise 
choices. We cannot see the Holy Spirit, and 
even if you don’t feel his presence, he is with 
all believers, protecting us. That’s a promise 
of God! 

And we know that God always keeps his 
promises. He is faithful even when we are 
not faithful. He loves us even when we do 
not love him. That’s why he sent Jesus! We 
were enemies of God, but Jesus made the 
way for us to be forgiven, set free from sin, 
given new life, and adopted into God’s family.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 

Velcro pictures. In the last lesson of each unit, 
mention that this is the last week with this 
memory verse.

Christ Connection

God opened the eyes of Elisha’s servant so 
he could see God’s protection. God is always 
with us. Jesus came to earth as the visible 
image of our invisible God. God’s protection 
from sin and death is given to everyone who 
trusts in Jesus.
 
Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the gospel with the individuals and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the gospel could mean for 
their lives.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on Elisha 
and the Army. Today’s episode asks why God 
allows people to get hurt.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who was trying to attack Israel and 

surrounded Dothan?
• King of Aram

2. Who did God reveal the attack to in order 
to warn the people of Israel?
• Elisha

3. What did God send to protect Israel?
• Invisible army of angels

4. Who saw the invisible army of angels?
• Elisha’s servant

5. What did Elisha do to open the eyes of 
the servant so they could see the invisible 
army too?
• Pray

Group B
1. Why did the king of Aram surround 

Dothan? 
• He was trying to capture Elisha, who 

had told Israel where the Aramean 
army was (2 Kings 6:13-14).
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2. Why was Elisha not afraid of Aram’s army? 
• He knew that God was protecting him 

with an even larger army (2 Kings 6:16-
17).

3. What did Elisha tell the king of Israel to 
do with the Aramean army? 
• Show mercy to them, feed them, and 

send them away (2 Kings 6:22).  
4. How has God protected us? 

• Whether or not God protects everyone 
from physical harm, he sent Jesus who 
died on the cross for us to protect us 
from the greatest harm—dying in sin 
apart from God. 

5. How does Jesus show us what God is 
like? 
• Although God the Father does not have 

a physical body the way Jesus does, 
Jesus shows us the Father’s power, 
love, mercy, grace, and holiness. Jesus 
perfectly obeyed God and perfectly 
communicated God’s plans for the 
world. Jesus is God the Son. (Col. 1:15) 

6. What are some ways we may be “blind” 
to what God is doing around us? 
• Guide individuals to think about 

the ways we allow ourselves to be 
distracted by the world. We often focus 
on ourselves and the circumstances we 
face instead of on God and his power 
to help us.

Group C
1. Why was Elisha’s servant afraid? Why 

was Elisha not afraid?
• The servant saw the enemy army, but 

he did not see God’s army ready to 
defend Elisha. Elisha saw both armies, 
and he trusted in God’s protection. 

2. How did God show himself to the world? 
• Discuss how God, who is invisible, 

made himself visible by sending his 
Son into the world as a human. Jesus 
showed us what God is like and told 
us about God’s invisible kingdom. God 
also reveals himself through his Word. 

3. What can you do when you feel afraid? 
• Discuss the individuals’ own ideas. 

Emphasize that when we feel afraid, we 
can pray for God to “open our eyes” so 
that, by faith—we would believe what 
he says is true.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

• God told Elisha to warn the king of 
Israel about the plans of the Aramean 
army. God knows  everything and can 
reveal it to whomever he chooses. God 
opened the servant’s eyes and showed 
that he is always with us, fighting on our 
behalf. 

2. How do we know God is with us if we 
can’t see him? 
• Today’s story reveals that the world 

is not limited to what is seen. God is 
always with us, even though we can’t 
see him. Jesus came to earth so people 
could see God (See Col. 1:15).  By faith, 
we trust God’s promise to be with us 
and look forward to the day we will see 
him  face to face.

3. Why do you think God might allow people 
to get hurt? 

4. How can hard times bring us closer to 
God?

Prayer

God, you are powerful, but you still come 
near us and love us just as we are. Thank 
you! We know that we do not always love 
you the way we should. Help us see the sin 
in our lives and repent of it. Help us love you 
more and obey you each day. Amen.
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