
Bible Passage: Hosea 1-14

Personal Preparation

Hosea was a prophet to the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel for at least forty years. God sent 
Hosea to tell Israel of God’s hatred toward sin 
and of his coming judgment (Hos. 4:1,6). God 
also sent Hosea to bring a message of love—a 
love that never gives up (Hos. 11:7-9).
 
To get the message across to the Israelites, 
God used Hosea’s own life to show Israel 
what a never-gives-up kind of love looks like. 
Hosea obeyed God’s instructions to marry a 
prostitute. Hosea loved Gomer as his wife, 
even though he knew she would not be faithful 
to him. Gomer gave birth to children who were 
conceived with other men. Can you imagine 
Hosea’s grief each time he realized his wife’s 
unfaithfulness? 

It would have been easier for Hosea to end his 
marriage covenant—to throw up his hands and 
say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” Yet, God’s 
people were no different than Gomer. They 
were spiritual adulterers. Their hearts chased 
after other lovers by loving and worshiping 
idols. 
It would have been easier for God to end the 
Mosaic covenant—to throw up his hands and 
say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” But God’s 
love never gives up. God gave Hosea a love 
for his wife that compelled him to buy her back 
from the slave market after all she had done. In 
the same way, God sought after his unfaithful 
people even after all they had done. God paid 
a high price—the life of his Son, Jesus—to 
bring them back to himself. 

Remember to present the story of Hosea in 
an age-appropriate way. God used Hosea’s 

unfaithful wife to show the people of Israel that 
they were unfaithful to him. Even when God’s 
people worship false idols, he is ready to 
forgive those who turn back to him. God’s love 
is deep, and it never gives up. He goes after 
his people and loves them back to himself. 

Ask God to guide you in loving those who 
are difficult to love or seem to run away from 
Christ. Remind yourself of the love that Christ 
showed for you by dying on the cross and the 
command to love others because He loved 
us first (1 John 4:19). Pray that you are able to 
display grace and understanding to those you 
teach this week.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

2 Peter 3:9 NLT
“The Lord isn’t really being slow about his 
promise, as some people think. No, he is 
being patient for your sake. He does not 
want anyone to be destroyed, but wants 
everyone to repent.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God is faithful to his people even when 
they do not love him.

2. We should obey God because he made us, 
he loves us, and his plans are good.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.
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Video

Jonah lived in Israel, and God called him to 
take a message to his enemies in Nineveh. 
The Ninevites repented, and God did not 
destroy them. We learned that God loves all 
people and showed mercy to the Ninevites. 

God’s people had a long history of turning 
away from God. The nation of Israel had split 
into two kingdoms—the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 
God sent prophets to warn the people that 
God would punish their sin if they didn’t turn 
back to him. 

Today, we will learn about the important 
message God gave to the people of Israel 
through the prophet Hosea.

Play the video for the lesson titled “Hosea the 
Prophet for Israel.”

Bible Lesson

Make no mistake, what God told Hosea to do 
would have been incredibly difficult. Hosea’s 
wife, Gomer, did not love Hosea the way a 
wife should love her husband. She ran away 
from him and loved other men. Hosea’s 
sadness was a picture of the sadness God 
feels when his people run after false gods 
and worldly desires. 

God’s covenant with his people was similar in 
many ways to a marriage covenant between 
a man and a woman. When a man and woman 
get married before God, they promise to love 
one another and work together to love God 
and obey him. They promise to stick together 
and not to chase after other people. God had 
promised to love his people and never leave 
them, and they agreed to love and obey only 
him, but they did not love or obey him! They 
broke their promise to God. 

Hosea’s wife did not keep her promise to 
Hosea, and her unfaithfulness was a picture 
of Israel’s unfaithfulness toward God. God 
gave Hosea the love and the strength to 

keep chasing after Gomer and loving her 
despite her behavior. That helps us picture 
God’s love for people. God is faithful to his 
people even when they do not love him. 

God loved us in an incredible way: he sent his 
own Son to take our punishment and make 
us right with God. Just as Hosea paid to get 
his wife back from slavery, God paid a great 
price to buy us back from our slavery to sin.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

You know, we are just like the Israelites. We 
have turned away from God by sinning. Our 
sin separates us from God. That’s the bad 
news. But God came after us. God’s love is 
deep, and it never gives up. He goes after 
his people, and he paid a great price to 
get us back. He sent his Son, Jesus, to pay 
the highest price for us. Jesus gave up his 
own life by dying on the cross. He took the 
punishment we deserve for our sin. When we 
trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and gives 
us eternal life. That is very good news! 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on the 
prophet Hosea. Today’s episode asks if God 
will ever stop loving us.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who did the people of Israel love?

• Idols, other gods
2. Whom did God tell Hosea to marry in 

order to teach the people of Israel about 
faithfulness?
• Gomer, unfaithful woman
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3. Which name of Hosea’s children 
represented a city that would be attacked 
by their enemies?
• Jezreel

4. Which name of Hosea’s children means 
“no mercy”?
•  Lo-Ruhamah

5. Which name of Hosea’s children means 
“not my people”?
• Lo-Ammi

6. What did Hosea have to do in order to get 
his wife back?
• Pay

Group B
1. How many children did Gomer have? 

• Three (Hosea 1:3-8)
2. What did their names mean? 

• Jezreel would see trouble, God would 
no longer have compassion on Israel, 
and God would no longer treat Israel as 
his people (Hosea 1:3-8)

3. Was God going to give up on his people 
forever? 
• No, God would punish them, but then 

he would restore them (Hosea 6:1-2) 
4. How do we know God has stayed faithful 

to his people? 
• Talk about the Bible, God’s Word. Lead 

the group to understand that it tells us 
of all the ways God restored his people, 
including sending Jesus to make the 
ultimate sacrifice for sin.

5. What are ways we are unfaithful toward 
God? 
• Talk about our tendency to put other 

things, like money, fame, or comfort, 
before God in our lives. We sometimes 
worship these things as the most 
important, when God is really most 
important.

6. If God remains faithful to us no matter 
what, why do you think it’s good to obey 
God?
• Explain what it communicates to God 

and the world when we disobey God. 
God loves us and wants us to love him. 
God’s mercy, grace, and love toward 
us awakens our hearts to love him, and 

our love for God will naturally lead us to 
obey him.

Group C
1. What does it mean to be faithful? How is 

God faithful to us? 
• Faithfulness is loyalty to someone or 

something. Someone who is faithful is 
trustworthy and reliable. God is faithful 
to us; his love never gives up on us. 

2. What price did God pay to rescue people 
from sin?
• Hosea’s paying to get Gomer back after 

she ran away reminds us that God paid 
a great price to rescue us. God sent his 
one and only Son into the world so that 
we might have life through him.

3. How can we love people who are difficult 
to love? 
• Point out that Hosea didn’t love Gomer 

because he was really good at loving 
people; rather, God gave Hosea a love 
that would never give up. We were 
all enemies of God, but he loved us 
and sent Jesus to take away our sin. 
Because God loves us so much, we can 
love others—even when they don’t love 
us well. We can ask God for power to 
love without giving up.
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Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

• Over and over—generation after 
generation—the Israelites turned away 
from God. God  would have been right 
to just say, “Enough! I’m done with you!” 
But God is faithful to his people even 
when they do not love him. 

2. How are we like the people of Israel? 
• We have turned away from God by 

sinning. Our sin separates us from God. 
That’s the bad news. But God came 
after us. God’s love is deep, and it never 
gives up. He goes after his  people, and 
he paid a great price to get us back.

3. Does God ever stop loving us? How do 
you know? 

4. What verses or stories from the Bible 
remind you of God’s love? 

Prayer

Father, thank you for your perfect faithfulness 
and unending love. Give us courage and 
strength to obey you even when the world 
around us tries to pull us away from you. 
Use us in your plan to spread the truth of the 
gospel all around the world. Amen.
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