
Bible Passage: 2 Kings 17

Personal Preparation

God’s people had a history of disobeying him. 
Sin separated them from God. But man was 
created to know and love God, and God was 
working out a plan to bring his children back 
to himself. Like any good father, God knows 
that disobedience needs to be punished. “The 
LORD disciplines the one he loves, just as a 
father disciplines the son in whom he delights” 
(Prov. 3:12). 

After the tribes of Israel split into the Northern 
Kingdom and Southern Kingdom, God sent 
prophets to both kingdoms to warn the people 
to turn from their sins and obey God. Over 
the course of 200 years, the prophets Elijah, 
Elisha, Jonah, Amos, and Hosea spoke to 
Israel and warned them of the consequences 
of their idolatry. They called for Israel to repent 
and turn back to God. But Israel did not listen. 

God had been very patient with the Israelites. 
He had helped them in times of trouble and 
delayed their punishment because he is 
gracious and compassionate (2 Kings 13:23). 
But God knew his people would not love him 
with all their hearts. 

Finally, God had had enough. Evil King Hoshea 
ruled over Israel, and God allowed Israel’s 
enemies to send the people into exile. The 
king of Assyria attacked Israel and laid siege to 
Samaria. Assyria captured Samaria and forced 
the people to leave the city. The Northern 
Kingdom of Israel was destroyed and the 
people were scattered, just as God had said it 
would be (1 Kings 14:15).
 
Israel’s exile was God’s judgment on their sin, 

but God was not finished working among his 
people. God was still working out his plan to 
keep his covenant promises. As you teach, 
point the individuals to Jesus, the answer to 
God’s promises. We too disobey God, but 
Jesus took God’s judgment for our sin upon 
himself. Jesus changes our hearts, brings us 
into God’s presence, and keeps us there.

Ask God to forgive you of your own 
disobedience. Thank him for the gift of his Son 
who fulfilled his promises and redeemed us all 
once and for all.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group. This is the last week for this 
memory verse.

2 Peter 3:9 NLT
“The Lord isn’t really being slow about his 
promise, as some people think. No, he is 
being patient for your sake. He does not 
want anyone to be destroyed, but wants 
everyone to repent.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Israel ignored God’s prophets and was 
captured.

2. We should obey God because he made us, 
he loves us, and his plans are good.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.
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Video

Last week, we heard about the prophet 
Hosea. God used Hosea’s life to teach Israel 
a lesson. We learned that God is faithful to 
his people even when they do not love him. 
Does that mean people can keep sinning 
against God with no consequences? 

As we’re about to hear, God loves his people 
too much to allow them to keep sinning. 
Today’s Bible story happened about 50 years 
after the story of Hosea (hoh ZAY uh) when 
the kingdom of Israel was ruled by an evil 
king named Hoshea (hoh SHEE uh).

Play the video for the lesson titled “Israel 
Taken Captive.”

Bible Lesson

Sin is dangerous. It leads us away from God. 
Sin damages us, our relationships with other 
people, and our relationship with God. Sin 
prevents us from enjoying the goodness 
of God. God hates sin because it causes 
people to worship things that do not deserve 
worship and because sin hurts people, whom 
God loves. 

In a way, you can think about it like this: 
would your mom or dad buy you a fully 
grown, hungry tiger as a pet? If that tiger was 
certainly going to hurt you and try to eat you, 
would your parents say it was okay to own it 
as a pet? Of course not! 

Your parents love you and want to protect 
you from things that can hurt you. If you kept 
going to a place where you were in danger, 
they may even ground you to keep you from 
going back to get hurt again. That’s a little bit 
like what God did to the Israelites. They kept 
ignoring God’s warnings and sinning against 
him. 

The Israelites may not have realized how 
badly their sin was hurting them, but God 
did. He loved them too much to allow them 
to keep sinning. He wanted something better 

for them. Israel ignored God’s prophets and 
was captured. But even in that sadness, God 
was working things together to bless his 
people.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures. Remind them that this is the 
last week for this memory verse.

Christ Connection

When the Israelites disobeyed God again 
and again, God punished them by removing 
them from his presence. We disobey God, but 
Jesus took the punishment for our sin upon 
himself. Jesus brings us into God’s presence 
and keeps us there. 

Jesus’ death was the final sacrifice for 
sin. It was enough to cover all sin, and his 
resurrection proved it. As a result, God 
forgives sinners who repent and turn to 
Jesus. God declares them righteous and 
adopts them into his family. We still choose 
sin sometimes, and we still have to deal 
with the consequences of sinful choices, 
but Christians will never again have to face 
separation from God as punishment for sin. 

Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the gospel with the individuals and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the gospel could mean for 
their lives.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on Israel 
taken captive. Today’s episode asks why we 
can’t just do what we want.)
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Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Whom did the Israelites follow, God or 

the false idols?
• False idols

2. Whom did God send to warn the Israelites 
about their evil actions?
• Prophets

3. Did the Israelites obey God?
• No

4. Why did God punish the Israelites?
• He loved them

5. Who was the last evil king of Israel?
• Hoshea

6. Who attacked and destroyed Israel?
• King of Assyria

Group B
1. Who was the final king of Israel, the 

Northern Kingdom? 
• Hoshea, son of Elah (2 Kings 17:1) 

2. Why did Hoshea turn to Egypt for help? 
• Hoshea did not want to pay money to 

Assyria (2 Kings 17:4) 
3. Why did God allow Assyria to defeat and 

capture Israel? 
• The people would not listen to the 

prophets or obey God (2 Kings 17:13-18) 
4. How is God’s discipline a sign of his love? 

• Sin hurts us and everyone around us. 
If God did not discipline his people for 
their sin, it would show that he does 
not want what was best for them. God’s 
discipline helps teach his people to 
obey him, which is for their own good. 

5. What is the difference between 
consequences of sin and punishment for 
sin? 
• Sin still carries a price. When we make 

sinful choices, it still hurts us and those 
around us. Those are the consequences 
of sin. But the punishment of sin—death 
and separation from God forever—was 
laid on Jesus. When we believe in 
Jesus, his sacrifice covers our sin and 
makes us new. 

6. How do we know that believers in Jesus 
will never be punished for sin? 
• Jesus’ sacrifice was the ultimate and 

final sacrifice. It was sufficient for all 
our sin. He rose from the dead, proving 
that sin no longer has power. When 
we believe in Jesus, we are declared 
righteous and united to God forever.

Group C
1. Why did God allow the Assyrians to 

capture Israel? Did God give up on his 
people? 
• Israel’s exile was God’s judgment on 

their sin, but God was not finished 
working among his people. God was 
still working out his plan to keep his 
covenant promises through the people 
of Judah. 

2. How is God good when he disciplines his 
people? 
• A good father does not let his children 

continue in disobedience. Discipline 
guides and trains a person in the right 
way to live. God’s discipline is proof of 
his love for us. God knows the best way 
to live and wants us to have life in him. 

3. How did God punish our sin?
• Remind the group that the right 

punishment for sin is death. Instead of 
punishing us, God sent his Son. Jesus 
took the punishment we deserve. He 
died on the cross for our sin and rose 
again so we can have forgiveness and 
life with God forever.
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Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

• God loves his people too much to allow 
them to keep sinning. God had been 
very patient with the Israelites. He had 
helped them in times of trouble and 
delayed their punishment because he 
is gracious and compassionate. But 
God knew his people would not love 
him with all their hearts. 

2. Why do you think parents give kids rules? 
3. How can discipline be for your good? 
4. Why doesn’t God let us live however we 

want? 
• The Bible says the Lord loves justice 

(Isa. 61:8); he wants to make wrong 
things right and do what is for his glory 
and our good. He loves his people too 
much to allow them to live in rebellion 
against him. Like any good father, God 
knows that disobedience needs to be 
punished. 

Prayer

Lord God, thank you for your Word. We see in 
today’s Bible story that you are patient. Like 
a good father, you discipline the disobedient. 
You love your people too much to let them 
keep living in sin. Open our eyes and ears to 
receive your instruction. We thank you for 
the gift of your Son, Jesus. Because of him, 
you will never send your people away. Those 
who love you have a home with you forever! 
You are so good. We love you. Amen.
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