
Bible Passage: 2 Chronicles 29; 34–35

Personal Preparation

After God’s people split into two kingdoms—
the kingdom of Israel and the kingdom of 
Judah—each nation was ruled by a series of 
kings. The Southern Kingdom of Judah was 
ruled by mostly bad kings (like Ahaz who 
worshiped idols and did not respect God, 
God’s law, or God’s prophets) and a handful of 
good kings. Hezekiah and his great-grandson 
Josiah were two notable reformers who had a 
lasting impact on Judah. 

Hezekiah took the throne after evil King 
Ahaz. During Hezekiah’s reign, the kingdom 
of Israel—which had endured more than 
200 years of bad kings—was captured by 
Assyria and ultimately destroyed. Hezekiah 
“did what was right in the LORD’s sight just 
as his ancestor David had done” (2 Chron. 
29:2). He destroyed the places of idol worship 
and cleansed the temple. The Lord was with 
Hezekiah, and Hezekiah prospered. 

Then, Hezekiah’s son Manasseh became king. 
For 55 years, he led the people of Judah away 
from God, essentially reversing the progress 
Hezekiah had made. Manasseh’s son Amon 
followed in his father’s evil ways but was 
assassinated by his own servants. The people 
of Judah made Amon’s son Josiah king when 
he was just 8 years old. 

Unlike his father, Josiah began to seek God. 
He tore down the altars and idols of false 
gods, and he initiated the repairing of the 
Lord’s temple. During the temple repair, the 
discovery of the book of the law of the Lord 
led Josiah to make a covenant to follow God 
and obey his commands. Those who heard 

the law vowed to do the same. When Josiah 
died, he was remembered as the greatest king 
in Judah (2 Kings 23:25).
 
Hezekiah and Josiah loved God and wanted 
to follow his commands. They wanted God’s 
people to love God and obey the law. When 
Jesus came to earth, he fulfilled the law by 
obeying it perfectly.

Pray that the Lord works in you as he did 
Hezekiah and Josiah. Seek to obey God 
continually above all else and look to Jesus as 
the perfect example of godliness.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

2 Chronicles 7:14 NLT
“Then if my people who are called by my 
name will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sins and restore their 
land.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Hezekiah and Josiah led the people back 
to God.

2. Before he created the world, God planned 
to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.
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Video

God’s people were living in two kingdoms, the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah. In both kingdoms, the 
effects of sin were causing all kinds of 
problems. Last week, we learned that the 
prophet Isaiah told about the Messiah. God 
saw his people’s sin and brokenness and 
refused to leave them there. Despite God’s 
good promise, the kings of Judah were still 
leading the people away from God to worship 
false gods and idols. That’s where our story 
picks up today. We will be learning about 
king Hezekiah and king Josiah.

Play the video for the lesson titled “Hezekiah 
and Josiah”

Bible Lesson

Most of Judah’s kings were evil men. But 
God raised up some kings who loved him. 
Hezekiah was one of those good kings. He 
loved God and led the people to love God 
too. Sadly, when Hezekiah died, his son 
became another evil king, as did Hezekiah’s 
grandson. Hezekiah’s great-grandson was 
different, though. Josiah, though only a boy 
when he became king, went on to be a very 
good king who passed a lot of laws to lead 
the people back to God. But, despite all the 
good things Josiah did, God’s people would 
eventually turn away from God again. 

Hezekiah and Josiah led the people back to 
God, but good kings were not good enough. 
God’s people needed a perfect King. God’s 
people needed a Savior! You see, God had a 
plan to fix the damage caused by sin. Good 
kings passing good laws to help people obey 
God was not the end of God’s plan; that was 
just one small step toward the completion of 
God’s plan. Before he created the world, God 
planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 

the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

Hezekiah and Josiah loved God and wanted 
to follow his commands. They wanted God’s 
people to love God and obey the law too. 
When Jesus came to earth, he fulfilled the 
law by obeying it perfectly.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on Hezekiah 
and Josiah. Today’s episode asks how to start 
reading the Bible.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who did king Ahaz, Hezekiah’s father, 

worship? God or idols?
• Idols

2. Who did king Hezekiah worship, God or 
idols?
• God

3. Who did king Manasseh, Hezekiah’s son 
worship, God or idols?
• Idols

4. Who did king Josiah worship, God or 
idols?
• God

5. What did king Josiah do with the false 
idols and things that did not honor God?
• Destroyed them

6. How did king Josiah feel when he heard 
the law? What did he do with the law?
• Sad; read it to the people

Group B
1. Who was king before Hezekiah? 

• Ahaz (2 Chron. 28:27) 
2. How old was Josiah when he became 

king? 
• Eight (2 Chron. 34:1) 
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3. What did Josiah do when he heard the 
words written in the book of the law? 
• Felt very sad, tore his clothing (2 Chron. 

34:19) 
4. Why is obeying God so important? 

• Discuss obedience as a picture of our 
love for God and our trust in his plans. 
God made us, loves us, and has perfect 
plans for us. Obedience to God means 
doing things God’s way, which is the 
best way. Obeying God both glorifies 
God and benefits us. 

5. Why can’t we obey God the way we 
should?
• Sin is the nature we are all born with. 

We are broken by sin and cannot always 
tell right from wrong. Even when we 
can, we often choose wrong because it 
seems easier or better at the time. Sin 
affects every part of our lives. 

6. How can we have hope despite our sin? 
• God sent Jesus to die for our sin and 

rise again. When we repent and trust in 
Jesus, not only does God forgive our 
sin, but he sends the Holy Spirit to fill us 
with power and help us love and obey 
God. We also have hope that Jesus will 
return someday and fix everything sin 
has broken.

Group C
1. Why is the Bible important for knowing 

God? 
• The Bible is the Word of God. Lead 

them to think of the Bible as God’s love 
letter to his people. It tells us what God 
has done to rescue sinners. We know 
who God is and who we are because of 
what God has said in his Word. 

2. How can we show we treasure God’s 
Word?
• Discuss how we know the Bible is 

important to a person. Identify ways 
to treasure God’s Word through 
reading the Bible regularly, studying 
the Scriptures, memorizing Scripture, 
telling others about the Bible, and so 
forth. 

3. Why is it good news that Jesus obeyed 
God perfectly?
•  Remind individuals that Jesus never 

sinned. When we trust in him, we—who 
have failed to obey God perfectly—are 
counted righteous before God. Jesus’ 
perfect obedience is credited to us, 
and our sins are forgiven. We obey 
God not to earn his acceptance but in 
response to the acceptance we already 
have through Christ.

Group D
Advanced Learner
4. What does this story teach us about God? 

• The kingdom of Judah had many bad 
kings, but Hezekiah and Josiah were 
good kings. In today’s story, Hezekiah 
and Josiah led the people back to God. 
God wants us to turn away from our sin 
and turn back to him! This was his plan 
all along. 

5. How did Josiah lead Judah back to God? 
• When the temple was being repaired, 

the book of the law was found. Those 
Scriptures revealed what God wanted 
from his people. Josiah realized the 
people of Judah had not been obeying 
God, so Josiah shared God’s law with 
the people. 

6. How do you read the Bible? 
7. Why is it important to read God’s Word 

regularly?

Prayer

Lord God, thank you for your Word. We know 
that we often look to other things and people 
for comfort, security, and hope. Lord, help us 
focus our hearts and minds on you! Thank 
you for faithful pastors and leaders who 
remind us that the Bible is true. Amen.
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