
Bible Passage: Habakkuk

Personal Preparation

How much time do you spend waiting? Think 
about it—waiting for a traffic light to turn green, 
waiting at the doctor’s office, waiting at the 
drive-thru, waiting for a phone call, waiting for 
a birthday, waiting on someone else. 

The fact is, we spend a lot of our time waiting. 
Why do we wait? We know something is 
coming. A major factor in waiting is faith—“the 
reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what 
is not seen” (Heb. 11:1). This is precisely what 
the prophet Habakkuk addressed. Habakkuk 
was a contemporary of the prophet Jeremiah, 
living in Judah shortly before it was taken 
into captivity. He found himself in a period of 
waiting, first for judgment and then for revival. 

All around him, people were oppressed and 
violence escalated. The book of Habakkuk 
records the prophet’s dialogue with the 
Lord: “How long, Lord, must I call for help?” 
Habakkuk asked. “Why do you tolerate 
wrongdoing?” (Hab. 1). God answered. He 
was going to raise up the Babylonians, and 
they would hold the people of Judah captive. 
Habakkuk prayed again. Judah deserved to 
be punished, but the Babylonians were even 
more wicked than Judah; how could God, in 
essence, bless them? God answered. The 
Babylonian captivity would not last forever. 
After some time, God was going to rescue his 
people and punish the Babylonians. 

God’s people waited to be delivered from 
captivity, and those who are in Christ are 
waiting for the fulfillment of Christ’s return. 
Until then, we live by faith ( Heb. 10:35-38). We 
can trust that God is sovereign over the future, 

so “though the fig tree does not bud and there 
is no fruit on the vines . . . yet I will celebrate 
in the LORD; I will rejoice in the God of my 
salvation!” (Hab. 3:17-18). 

Seek to find joy and the goodness of God in 
your season of waiting. Thank God for the 
promise of Christ’s return and rejoice that he 
has paved a way for us to be with him again. 
Pray for endurance and opportunities to share 
the gospel while you wait.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

2 Chronicles 7:14 NLT
“Then if my people who are called by my 
name will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sins and restore their 
land.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust 
in God.

2. Before he created the world, God planned 
to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

We have been hearing stories about the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah. The prophet 
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Isaiah told about the Messiah. Then we 
heard about Hezekiah and Josiah—a king 
and his great-grandson—who were good 
kings in Judah. Hezekiah and Josiah led 
the people back to God. But after Josiah 
died, the people still disobeyed God. They 
broke their covenant with him. The prophet 
Jeremiah told God’s people about a new and 
better covenant. 

Today’s story is about a prophet named 
Habakkuk (huh BAK kuk). Say that name 
with me: Habakkuk. He wrote the book of 
Habakkuk about 600 years before Jesus was 
born. Let’s find out what his story is all about. 

Play the video for the lesson titled “Habakkuk 
the Prophet.”

Bible Lesson

The book of Habakkuk isn’t about a message 
God gave his people; it’s about Habakkuk’s 
prayer to God and how God answered 
Habakkuk. Sometimes we think we are only 
supposed to talk to God about the good stuff. 
We think we should only tell God that we love 
him and trust him. God does want to hear the 
good stuff; he wants us to love him and trust 
him. But God also wants us to tell him when 
we are frustrated and confused. God wants 
us to tell him when we don’t understand. 

Habakkuk told God all that he was thinking 
and feeling. God didn’t answer all of 
Habakkuk’s questions; instead, he reminded 
Habakkuk that God’s people must live by 
faith. Habakkuk learned to have faith and 
trust in God. 

We may not understand why certain things 
happen. We might be confused and frustrated. 
But we can and should trust God because he 
does know exactly why everything happens 
the way it does. He is in control of all things, 
and he is good.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

Habakkuk lived at a time when evil seemed 
to be everywhere. By faith, he trusted God’s 
promise that God would deliver his people. 
Injustice, violence, and wickedness surround 
us today, but we can live by faith and trust 
that Jesus will return to make all things right. 
It is normal to see evil in the world and feel 
a deep sadness. We were created to live in a 
perfect world with no sin, but we actually live 
in a world that is broken by our sin, and we are 
broken by sin as well. How did God plan to fix 
what sin broke? Before he created the world, 
God planned to send the Messiah to save 
sinners. When we trust in Jesus, he forgives 
our sin and begins to heal the damage sin 
causes. Someday, Jesus will come back to 
earth and fix all that sin has broken.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids 
(QFK) video to continue the discussion on 
Habakkuk. Today’s episode asks how God 
can be everywhere at the same time.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Were Habakkuk’s prayers to God happy 

or sad prayers?
• Sad

2. Why was Habakkuk sad?
• Evil/sin

3. What did God tell Habakkuk he was going 
to send to Judah?
• Enemy armies/Babylonia

4. Was God going to let his people suffer in 
slavery forever?
• No!
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5. What did Habakkuk do while he waited?
• Praised God

Group B
1. Whom did God plan to use to punish 

Judah? 
• The Babylonians (Hab. 1:6) 

2. How will the righteous live? 
• By faith (Hab. 2:4) 

3. Would Habakkuk stop praising God if 
things stayed hard? 
• No (Hab. 3:17-18) 

4. Why do you think God punished his 
people’s sin? 
• God’s justice is a part of his love. 

He punishes sin to prevent sin from 
growing and destroying more lives. If 
God simply allowed sin to grow and 
thrive, he would be going against his 
very character as a loving and holy God. 

5. When you think about God’s plan to 
punish Jesus for our sin, how do you feel? 
• Discuss thoughts with the group. Ask 

them questions about if they feel more 
grateful toward God, more shocked at 
his love, or more humbled by Jesus’ 
sacrifice. 

6. How can we have faith even when the 
world seems scary or evil? 
• Talk about our ultimate source of hope. 

Remind the group that we know Jesus 
will return and fix everything broken in 
the world. We know that evil will not 
win in the end. If we trust in Jesus, we 
will live in his perfect kingdom when he 
returns; if we reject him, we will bear the 
punishment of our sin that we deserve. 

Group C
1. Why do you think Habakkuk chose to 

praise God no matter what? 
• Habakkuk learned to trust God, who 

is in control of all things. Habakkuk 
had faith that God does what is for his 
glory and our good. We don’t always 
understand God’s ways, but we can 
trust him to take care of us. 

2. Where do you turn for comfort? Why? 
• Invite individuals to share where 

they turn when they face difficult 
circumstances. Remind the group that 
the Lord is with us and comforts us in 
our suffering. When we turn to him, we 
can find peace and rest. 

3. What hope do we have when evil seems 
to be everywhere? 
• Even though evil may sometimes seem 

to win in the world, God is really in 
control. Like Habakkuk, we can have 
faith and trust in God. Sooner or later, 
God will punish the wicked, but it will 
be in his own time and in his own way.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

• Sometimes we think we are only 
supposed to talk to God about the good 
stuff. We think we should only tell God 
that we love him and trust him. God 
does want to hear the good stuff—he 
wants us to love and trust him. But God 
also wants us to tell him when we are 
frustrated and confused. God wants us 
to tell him when we don’t understand. 

2. Did God answer all of Habakkuk’s 
questions? Why? 
• Habakkuk told God all that he was 

thinking and feeling. God didn’t answer 
all of  Habakkuk’s questions; instead, he 
reminded Habakkuk that God’s people 
must live by faith. Habakkuk learned to 
have faith and trust in God. We may not 
understand why certain things happen. 
We might be confused and frustrated. 
But we can and should trust God 
because he does know exactly why 
everything happens the way it does. 
He is in control of all things, and he is 
good.

3. How can God be everywhere at the same 
time? 

4. How is God’s presence comforting to 
you?
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Prayer

God, thank you for being faithful to us. Thank 
you that we do not have to work to earn your 
love. You give it to us freely. Help us love 
you in return and obey you out of that love. 
Help us trust you even in the middle of hard 
times when evil seems to be all around us. 
We know that evil cannot win because you 
have already won. Amen.
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