
Bible Passage: 2 Chronicles 36

Personal Preparation

Warnings had come from the prophets for 
decades. God patiently waited for his people 
to turn from their sin. The Northern Kingdom 
of Israel had fallen to Assyria, and the prophet 
Jeremiah spared few details when he warned 
Judah what would happen if they did not turn 
from their evil ways (Jer. 25:1-14).
 
But the people of Judah did not change 
their ways. The kingdom had been declining 
for years, despite King Hezekiah’s—and 
later, Josiah’s—efforts to prompt nationwide 
repentance. When King Josiah died, the people 
went back to their old ways, worshiping idols 
and disobeying the Lord. The time of judgment 
had come. God used Nebuchadnezzar—the 
king of Babylon—to deport the people from 
Judah to Babylon where they would live in 
exile for 70 years. 

Nebuchadnezzar went to Judah when 
Jehoiakim was king. He put Jehoiakim in chains 
and took him to Babylon. Jehoiachin became 
king, and Nebuchadnezzar came back for him 
too. Many of the people in Judah were taken, 
along with treasures from the Lord’s temple. 
Nebuchadnezzar put Zedekiah on the throne 
in Jerusalem. 

The people of Judah were unfaithful to God. 
Zedekiah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, 
and God poured out his wrath on Judah. 
Nebuchadnezzar showed no mercy to the 
people of Jerusalem. The Babylonians set fire 
to the Lord’s temple and the king’s palace. 
They destroyed the wall around Jerusalem. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s armies carried most of the 
people away to Babylon as prisoners; only 

poor farmers were allowed to stay and work 
the land. The people were held captive in 
Babylon, serving the king for 70 years. 

Yet God did not abandon his people. The 
prophet Jeremiah told what would happen 
next: “The days are coming . . . when I will 
restore the fortunes of my people Israel and 
Judah” (Jer. 30:3). God was going to save 
his people from captivity and raise up a new 
king—a forever king—from the line of David 
(Jer. 30:9).

Thank God for not leaving us in our sin and 
sending his Son to restore our hearts. Pray 
that God reveals the sins of your own heart so 
that you can get rid of it and fill yourself with 
righteousness.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

2 Chronicles 7:14 NLT
“Then if my people who are called by my 
name will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sins and restore their 
land.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Judah ignored God’s prophets and was 
captured.

2. Before he created the world, God planned 
to send the Messiah to save sinners. 
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Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

God had been so patient with his people. He 
sent prophets to tell them to turn back to God 
and to warn them about what would happen 
if they did not. But the people did not listen 
to the prophets. 

The Northern Kingdom of Israel had been 
destroyed, and then—180 years after Israel’s 
fall, God allowed Judah to be taken captive. 
God loved his people too much to let them 
continue in their sin. Let’s find out what 
happened.

Play the video for the lesson titled “Judah 
Taken Captive.”

Bible Lesson

Facing the sad consequences of sin is never 
fun, but God loves his people too much to 
allow sin to tear them apart forever. You see, 
our sin always causes damage. It hurts our 
friends and families, it hurts us, and it breaks 
God’s heart. 

God created us to love him and be filled 
with joy. When we choose sin, we cannot 
experience the best God has for us. God 
loves us, but he hates sin. The Bible teaches 
that God will always punish sin. For the 
people living in Judah, that meant being 
defeated by their enemies. Judah ignored 
God’s prophets and was captured. God used 
people that chose evil to punish Judah and 
prevent them from sinning more and more. 

Thankfully, we no longer have to be afraid of 
God punishing us for sin. God sent Jesus to 
take the punishment we deserved. The story 

of Jesus’ crucifixion is similar to our story 
today. God used the evil choices of people 
who hated Jesus to bring about his plan. 
Jesus died for our sin and rose again. Now, 
we have the way to live forever with God. 

Our sinful choices still have consequences. 
Our sin still hurts us and those around us. 
Our sin still makes God sad. But if you believe 
in Jesus, his death covers your sin. Jesus 
took the punishment sinners deserve. How 
did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before he 
created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

God was right to punish his people because 
they sinned. But God still loved them, and he 
was going to give his people a good King, just 
like he said he would. Many years later, God 
sent his Son, Jesus, to be our king forever. 
Jesus took the punishment we should get for 
our sin. 

When we believe in Jesus, God forgives 
our sin, declares that we are righteous, and 
begins fixing the damage sin has caused in 
our lives. Someday, Jesus will come back 
again and fully fix all the brokenness caused 
by sin. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on Judah 
taken into captivity. Today’s episode asks 
what we should do when we fail.)
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Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Did the last four kings of Judah follow the 

Lord, yes or no?
• No

2. Who captured King Jehoakim and 
eventually destroyed the city?
• King of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar

3. How did God feel about the people of 
Judah even after they continued to sin?
• He loved them

4. God loved his people so much but knew 
he needed to punish Judah because they 
would not follow him. How did he punish 
them?
• Slavery, destroying

Group B
1. Who were the last four kings of Judah? 

• Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and 
Zedekiah (2 Chron. 36) 

2. How did God’s people treat his 
messengers and prophets? 
• Hated them and ignored them (2 Chron. 

36:16) 
3. How were God’s people punished? 

• Jerusalem was destroyed and her 
people taken captive (2 Chron. 36:17-
20).  

4. How does God punish sin? 
• Discuss the two ways sin will be 

punished. For those who believe in 
Jesus, their sin was punished through 
Jesus’ death on the cross. Help kids see 
that believers will not face punishment 
for sin. On the other hand, those who 
reject Jesus will face punishment for 
their sin. God’s loving justice means all 
sin must be punished, but God’s mercy 
and grace provides the way for us to 
avoid bearing that weight. 

5. What happens when believers sin? 
• Believers cannot lose their salvation. 

Believers will be guided by the Holy 
Spirit, who will help them love and obey 
God. Sin still has consequences and 
will damage our relationships with God 
and other people. 

6. When will believers be completely free 
from all sin? 
• Though we are free from the punishment 

of sin, we still live in a world broken by 
sin. When Jesus returns, he will fix all 
that is broken and will restore it. He will 
destroy all evil.

Group C
1. Why did God allow the Babylonians to 

capture Judah? Did God give up on his 
people?
• God promised to bring a Messiah into 

the world through his people, and God 
always keeps his promises. The prophet 
Isaiah spoke about a remnant of God’s 
people that would return to God, and 
like a small plant growing out of a tree 
stump, a righteous king would rise up 
and rule over God’s people. 

2. How are we like the people of Judah?
• Discuss that like the people of Judah, 

we deserve to be punished for our sin. 
But God loved us and sent his Son to 
take the punishment we deserve. Jesus 
never sinned. He died on the cross in 
our place, and he is alive! 

3. Can anyone’s sin be too much for God to 
forgive?
• For generations, God’s people had 

rebelled against him. They broke his 
laws and worshiped false gods. But 
when Jesus died on the cross, he died 
for all our sins—past, present, and future. 
No sin is beyond Jesus’ forgiveness for 
everyone who trusts in him.
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Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

• When God’s people were taken away 
to Babylon, they might have thought 
their lives were  over—that the story of 
God’s people was over. But God did not 
give up on his people. They had been 
unfaithful, but God is always faithful. He 
promised to restore the fortunes of his 
people and restore them to their land 
(Jer. 30:3).

2. What kind of kings ruled Judah in its last 
days? 
• The last four kings of Judah all did 

what was evil in the sight of the Lord. 
The people of Judah ignored God’s 
prophets and was captured.

3. How should you react to failing at 
something? 

4. What hope do we have in Jesus?

Prayer

Father, thank you for having a plan to fix the 
brokenness of sin. We know that we cannot 
earn the salvation you give, so we praise you 
for giving it freely. Help us love and obey 
you. Amen.
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