
Bible Passage: Ezekiel 37

Personal Preparation

Ezekiel had a tough job: ministering to 
people who had rejected God and suffered 
the consequences. The exiled people of 
Judah were eager to blame God for their 
circumstances. “It’s not fair!” they argued 
(Ezek. 18:25).
 
Ezekiel told the people that they were at fault 
for their exile; their faithlessness had provoked 
God’s wrath. The people were getting what 
they deserved. “I take no pleasure in anyone’s 
death,” God said. “So repent and live!” (Ezek. 
18:32). 

God gave Ezekiel a vision. In this vision, God 
showed Ezekiel a valley of dry bones. The 
bones represented Israel. Ezekiel prophesied 
that God would put tendons, flesh, and skin 
on the bones. He would put breath in them so 
they would come to life. 

Ezekiel encouraged the exiles. Apart from 
God, they were dead. But God was offering 
them life. He would restore their future. “My 
dwelling place will be with them,” God said. “I 
will be their God, and they will be my people” 
(Ezek. 37:27). 

We too are dead in our sin (Eph. 2:1). Sin 
separates us from God because he is holy. We 
are apart from God’s presence. But God does 
not delight in our death. He is patient and 
wants us to repent and live! 

Hundreds of years after Ezekiel died, God’s 
presence came to his people through Jesus 
Christ, Immanuel, meaning, “God with us.” 
Jesus is the source of life; he offers us living 

water (John 4:10,14). If we do not drink of it, we 
will be like dry bones. No life will be in us. Jesus 
changes that. He brings life to the spiritually 
dead. God saves us by grace, making us alive 
with Christ through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:4-5).
 
Pray and invite the Holy Spirit into your heart 
so that you can be alive through Christ. Ask 
God to reveal the dry bones in your life so 
that you can give them over to him and he 
can restore your brokenness. Pray that others 
will see the power of new life and the work of 
Jesus through you.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group. This is the last week with this 
memory verse.

2 Chronicles 7:14 NLT
“Then if my people who are called by my 
name will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sins and restore their 
land.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God planned to bring his people home and 
give them new life.

2. Before he created the world, God planned 
to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.
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Video

A few good kings were not enough to get 
the people back on track. God warned the 
people of Judah over and over, but they 
refused to listen. Habakkuk learned to have 
faith and trust in God, even when everything 
felt hopeless. God had a plan. Judah ignored 
God’s prophets and was captured. But God’s 
plan was still happening. Today, we will learn 
about the prophet Ezekiel, and the message 
God gave Judah through him. Our story is 
called “Ezekiel Gave Hope.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Ezekiel 
Gave Hope.”

Bible Lesson

I just love this story! No matter how hard 
things seem, no matter how hopeless 
God’s people may feel, God’s plan is always 
happening. He never gives up on them or 
abandons them. 
If you think all the way back to Genesis, when 
God created Adam, do you remember what 
God did? First, God formed Adam out of dust 
from the ground, and then God breathed into 
Adam to give him life. In the Bible, breath 
is a symbol—or picture—of life. But not just 
regular physical life; breath is the wonderful 
and extraordinary life that only God can give. 

In our story today, God told Ezekiel to 
command the breath to bring the bones back 
to life. God showed his power over death. 
God’s people felt like their hope was gone. 
They thought that God had finished with 
them. But God was still working his plan. 
God planned to bring his people home and 
give them new life. 

This story also showed a preview of what God 
was going to do in the future. Just as Adam’s 
sin caused all people to be dead in sin, God 
was planning the way to bring people back 
to life. Jesus’ perfect life, undeserved death, 

and miraculous resurrection made the way 
for us to have life with God again. How did 
God plan to fix what sin broke? Before he 
created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures. This is the last week with this 
memory verse!

Christ Connection

Apart from Jesus, we are like the dry bones 
Ezekiel saw. God showed Ezekiel his power to 
make dead people alive. We see God’s power 
at the cross. Jesus died to save sinners. God 
raised Jesus from the dead, and he gives us 
eternal life.

Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the gospel with the individuals and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the gospel could mean for 
their lives.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on hope. 
Today’s episode asks how we know we are 
Christians.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. In Ezekiel’s vision from God, what was in 

the valley?
• Dry bones

2. What did God instruct Ezekiel to give the 
dry bones in order to bring them to life?
• Breath

3. Ezekiel was to tell God’s people that God 
was going to lead them where?
• Back to their home/Jerusalem/Israel
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4. What did God use to tell Ezekiel that Israel 
and Judah would come back together?
• Sticks

5. Whom did God send to give us life?
• Jesus

Group B
1. What did God show Ezekiel? 

• A valley filled with bones (Ezek. 37:1-2) 
2. What did God do with the bones?

• Caused them to reconnect, grow flesh, 
and come back to life (Ezek. 37:4-10) 

3. What was God’s message to his people? 
• God would bring them back to life and 

fill them with his Spirit (Ezek. 37:13-14) 
4. When did this prophecy come true? 

• Discuss the two different fulfillments of 
this prophecy. God did bring his people 
back to their land as he promised. Also, 
God sent Jesus to die for sin and rise 
again to give life to believers. 

5. What is our ultimate hope? 
• We know God is faithful, and he has 

promised to send Jesus back to earth. 
At that time, all of the damage sin has 
caused will be undone. We will be 
completely free from sin in every way. 
No matter how bad things may seem, 
we know that Jesus is victorious over 
sin. 

6. When does our life with God start?
• Our new life with God starts right away. 

When we trust in Jesus, God forgives 
our sin and makes us new. The Holy 
Spirit comes to live in us and begin 
healing the damage sin causes. We 
gain God’s power to love him, obey 
him, and share the gospel.

Group C
1. How do you think God’s people felt when 

they were taken to Babylon? 
• Reflect on how God’s people—taken far 

from their homes—probably felt scared, 
sorry, or alone. Emphasize God’s grace 
in giving his people a message of hope 
through Ezekiel. 

2. How does this story change how you think 
about God’s discipline of his people? 
• Remind the group that even though 

discipline is hard, God uses discipline 
to teach us and change us. God does 
not abandon his people. He is with us 
and does everything for his glory and 
our good. 

3. What does it mean to be “dead in sin”? 
How can people dead in sin come to life? 
• Discuss how sin separates people 

from God. Life comes from hearing and 
believing the Word of God, which tells 
us the good news that Jesus died for 
our sins.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

• God takes no pleasure in anyone’s 
death. He called the people to repent 
and live. God gives life to people who 
are dead in sin. He is holy and wants 
to be with his people. He is patient and 
generous. 

2. What was God’s plan for the future of his 
people? 
• God communicated the message he 

wanted Ezekiel to share with the people 
of Judah. He was clear in his message 
to Ezekiel: God planned to bring his 
people home and give them new life.

3. How can a person know if he or she is a 
Christian? 

4. In what ways does God change sinners 
who trust in him?
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Prayer

Father, you are good and all good things 
come from you. Sometimes we feel hopeless. 
Sometimes we feel like you are far away from 
us. Help us remember that we have hope 
because of Jesus. Fill our hearts with your 
love. Remind us each day of the truth. Help 
us love and obey you. Amen.
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