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LESSON 15 
3 rd and 4 th Grade 

 
Principle:  Forgiveness 

Bible Character(s):  Joseph 
Scripture Reference:  Genesis 41-45 

 PERSONAL PREPARATION: Before this weekend, please read Genesis 41-50. 
Notice the chain of events leading up to Joseph’s forgiveness of his brothers. Joseph’s brothers 
hated him and sold him into slavery, but God was with Joseph when he was taken to Egypt. He used 
Joseph to be a blessing to others. Joseph’s brothers turned from their past sin pattern to do what 
was right for their youngest brother Benjamin. When they went to Egypt, they received forgiveness 
from Joseph. Joseph had recognized how God had used his circumstance of being sold into slavery 
for good, and he did not hold a grudge against his brothers.   
 
How have you handled forgiveness in the past? How has it been a struggle to offer forgiveness? 
Spend some time thinking about the price of forgiveness. What do you have to give up when you 
offer forgiveness? What do you gain in offering forgiveness? Jesus has given us the ultimate 
example of what it means to forgive others. He experienced more suffering and persecution than 
we can comprehend, yet gave up His life so we could be forgiven of our sin. We can offer 
forgiveness to others, because we were forgiven through the grace and mercy of our God. The 
choices you make can lead you to continue down the broken sin pattern, or they can lead you to 
experience God’s glory. Think about anyone in your life who you may be holding a grudge against, 
and pray for God to humble you and give you a gracious heart to forgive that person.   
 
PLUG IN TIME - 5-10 minutes as the kids begin to arrive   
Arrive early to check the supplies in the bin and review the lesson. Write today’s principle on the whiteboard. 
Remember to greet all campers upon arrival; meet their parents; welcome and introduce all visitors. Create a 
welcoming cabin for all campers!  
 
12 Tribes of Israel 
Supplies:  
Nametags (1set per bin) 
Yarn/lanyard (1 per child) 
 
Give each child a nametag with one of the names of Jacob’s sons. Explain that each of Jacob’s sons 
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represent the different tribes of Israel. Spend a few minutes going around and greeting each other 
by the name on each other’s nametags. You can also play a game where the campers need to get in 
alphabetical order by the name on their nametag. (If you have more than 12 kids in a class, have 
them take turns, or pair campers up.) Jacob’s sons: Asher, Benjamin, Dan, Gad, Issachar, Joseph, 
Judah, Levi, Naphtali, Reuben, Simeon, Zebulun. 
** Teachers: please clip the nametags back together at the end of the activity to help those in the 
next session for storage. 
 

BIG GROUP Time - 35-40 minutes  
As you line up, remind campers we are going to have fun as an entire Camp Grace group! We are going to live out 
GRACE by Glorifying God through worship, Respecting All  Leaders, and Accepting Responsibil ity  to listen 
with attentive ears, minds, and hearts - fully Celebrating Christ  with passion!  We should Encourage Others to do 
the same, by not distracting them from their worship of God. 
*Take your cabin flag to Big Group.   
 
The Bridge to Small Group 
Today we will continue studying about Joseph. We will see how God used Joseph’s slavery as a 
blessing to Joseph and to others. We will also see Joseph’s brothers turn from their sin pattern and 
receive forgiveness from Joseph, about 20 years after they sold him into slavery. 
 
Small Group Time - 25-30 minutes  
 

Getting Started  
If your cabin did well in Big Group, acknowledge it. If not, take a couple of minutes to talk about how they can do better 
next time. 
 
What did you learn about in Big Group? Why couldn’t the counselor get the 
cookies? (He/she was “holding a grudge.”) What is a grudge? (A grudge is when you cannot 
forgive someone for something he/she did.) How did the counselor get r id of the grudge? 
(He/she forgave the person.) What did the Camp Staffers in Big Group teach us about 
holding a grudge? (Allow responses.) Holding a grudge keeps us from being able to 
have a relationship with the person we hold a grudge against.  To let go of a grudge 
means we need to forgive that person, even if  that person does not say sorry.  Also, 
holding a grudge keeps us separated from God; it  is  sin.  
 
Last week, we learned about the jealousy and envy Joseph’s brothers had for him. 
Why were they jealous of Joseph? Their father,  Jacob, favored him. He had dreams 
that seemed to say he would be authority and power over them. What was the 
result of their jealousy and envy? It  led them into a downward spiral of sin.  In what 
ways did they sin? Their jealousy and envy led to hatred of Joseph. They wanted to 
kill  him, but instead sold him into slavery.  They lied to their father,  Jacob, and told 
him that animals killed Joseph. What began as jealousy and envy, resulted in a path 
of continued sin.  
 
Today we are going to see how Joseph was l ike the camp staffer when he dropped 
his grudge against his brothers and forgave them. 
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Scroll Story 

The purpose is to have the campers capture the chain of events from the scripture as a 
summary of the events leading up to today’s scripture reading. 
 

Supplies:  
Story scrolls (1 set per bin) 
Story scrolls answer key (1 per bin) 
 

As you read through the Tie It Together below, have the campers put the scrolls in order. You can 
use the clothesline, the board, or just lay them out on the table.   
** Please clip the set of scrolls back together at the end of the activity to help those in the next 
session for storage. 
 
Tie It Together 

 Joseph’s brothers hated him because their father loved Joseph the most.  
They wanted to kill  him, so they put him in a well.  Some slave traders were 
traveling by them, so they decided to sell him to the slave traders instead. Joseph 
was taken by the slave traders to Egypt,  where he was bought by Potiphar,  one of 
Pharaoh’s top officials.  Joseph was hardworking and trustworthy, and Potiphar 
noticed this.  He put Joseph in charge of everything in his household. But then 
Potiphar’s wife accused Joseph of a crime he did not commit and Potiphar threw 
Joseph in jail .  While in jail ,  Joseph was able to use a gift God gave him and 
interpret Pharoah’s dream. Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of Egypt.    
 

While Joseph was serving in his new, very powerful position, a famine came; a 
famine was a time when no food would grow and the people had nothing to eat.  
How would it  make you feel if  you had no food to eat,  and could not get any food? 
(Allow responses.) It  was probably a pretty hard time. This famine happened about 
twenty years after Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery.  Because of the famine, 
Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt to ask for food and grain because they did not 
have any food for their families.  They did not recognize Joseph when they first saw 
him, so Joseph used this time to learn about his father Jacob.  He saw that his 
brothers had turned from their sinful ways. 
 
Let’s begin in Genesis 45 [NLT] to see what happens next.    

 
Genesis 45:1-2 
1 Joseph could stand it no longer. There were many people in the room, and he said to his 
attendants, “Out, all of you!” So he was alone with his brothers when he told them who he 
was. 2 Then he broke down and wept. He wept so loudly the Egyptians could hear him, and 
word of it quickly carried to Pharaoh’s palace. 

 
Joseph immediately broke down and wept when his attendants left the room. It  is  
clear that Joseph had recognized that his brothers had been humbled of their sins,  
and now he shed tears of tenderness and affection as he revealed himself to them. 
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The Spiral of Sin is Broken 

The purpose is to focus on how Joseph’s brothers broke their cycle of sin.  
 
Supplies:  
Dominos (10 per bin) 
Sin spiral outline (1 per bin) 
 
Set up the dominos on the spiral outline as indicated by the different markers. Allow one camper to 
push the first domino and see what happens. 
 
Tie It Together 

 What happened with the path of dominos? (Allow responses.) It  stopped 
because there was a break in the spiral.  This represents our sin.  Remember last 
week we talked about how one sin can lead to another and it  becomes a downward 
spiral? What did we learn can break that spiral of sin? (Allow responses.) The only way 
to break that spiral is  to repent;  to recognize the sin and ask God for forgiveness.   
 
Joseph’s brothers were on the downward spiral of sin when they sold Joseph into 
slavery but over the years they recognized the sin in their l ife and repented of it .  
When we recognize our sin and repent of it ,  we become a new person in Christ.  2 
Corinthians 5:17 says,  “This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a 
new person. The old life is  gone; a new life has begun!” The Holy Spirit  l ives inside 
of us and helps us to become more like Christ.  What are some sins that indicate an 
old life without Christ? (Selfishness, anger, jealousy, disobeying, etc.) Do you recognize 
any of these sins in your l ife right now? What can you do if  you recognize them? 
(Ask God to forgive; ask God to change your heart.) 
 
Let’s continue with the story.  

 
Genesis 45:3-8 
 3 “I am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were 
speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in front of them. 4 
“Please, come closer,” he said to them. So they came closer. And he said again, “I am Joseph, 
your brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. 5 But don’t be upset, and don’t be angry 
with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who sent me here ahead of you to 
preserve your lives. 6 This famine that has ravaged the land for two years will last five more 
years, and there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7 God has sent me ahead of you to 
keep you and your families alive and to preserve many survivors. 8 So it was God who sent 
me here, not you! And he is the one who made me an adviser to Pharaoh—the manager of his 
entire palace and the governor of all Egypt. 

 
Joseph’s brothers were stunned when they realized it  was Joseph. They probably 
were afraid that Joseph might be mad at them for selling him as a slave.  But Joseph 
was not angry and he told them that God sent him to Egypt,  not them. Joseph 
glorified God by giving Him the credit for everything that had happened over the 
past 20 years.  
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Genesis 45:9-11 
 9 “Now hurry back to my father and tell him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has 
made me master over all the land of Egypt. So come down to me immediately! 10 You can 
live in the region of Goshen, where you can be near me with all your children and 
grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and everything you own. 11 I will take care of you 
there, for there are still five years of famine ahead of us. Otherwise you, your household, and 
all your animals will starve.’” 

 
Joseph has not only forgiven his brothers for their hatred and selling him into 
slavery,  but he wanted to take care of them during this difficult time of famine by 
providing them with land and food in Egypt.  He could have just forgiven them and 
let them return to the land of Canaan, but he wanted to help them survive the 
famine and have them near him. 

 
Genesis 45:12-15 
 12 Then Joseph added, “Look! You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, 
that I really am Joseph! 13 Go tell my father of my honored position here in Egypt. Describe 
for him everything you have seen, and then bring my father here quickly.” 14 Weeping with 
joy, he embraced Benjamin, and Benjamin did the same. 15 Then Joseph kissed each of his 
brothers and wept over them, and after that they began talking freely with him. 

 
Did you notice what Joseph’s brothers did not do? (Allow responses.) They did not 
ever say they were sorry for what they did.  Joseph forgave them anyway. This is  a 
picture of true forgiveness.  Joseph knew God wanted him to forgive them, and he 
was obedient in forgiving,  without any apology from them.   
 
How would you have felt if  you were Joseph and you knew God wanted you to 
forgive your brothers,  who have caused you much pain,  without any apology from 
them?  (Allow responses.) Joseph had every right to hold a grudge against them and 
want to get them back.  But he did what God wanted him to do. He forgave them.   
 
Forgiveness For Others 

The purpose is to give the camper’s time to reflect and see who they are holding grudges 
against. 
 
Supplies:  
Box with “grudge” crossed out and “forgiven” written over it (1 per bin) 
Slip of paper (from paper in rooms) (1 per camper) 
 
Teachers, lead by example in this activity. Hand out a slip of paper to each camper. Ask them if there 
is anyone in their life who they are holding a grudge against. Read through the verses below about 
forgiveness. Tell the campers to write the person’s name on their paper and then pray for God to 
give them the strength to forgive that person. Allow them to fold up that paper and put it into the 
box to symbolize their desire to forgive that person. 
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Verse references: Mark 11:25, Luke 6:37, Luke 11:4 (1 per bin) 
 
Tie It Together 

 Do you have anyone who you are holding a grudge against? Do you think 
God wants you to forgive this person? (Allow responses.) God desires for us to have a 
heart f illed with worship for Him. One way to worship Him is to forgive others.  God 
already forgave us of our sin when He sent His Son, Jesus,  to die on the cross as the 
payment of our sin.  He did this before we could even apologize for our sin!  Jesus 
was hurt more than we can even understand and He forgave every single person as 
He hung on the cross.  Because God already forgave us of our sin,  He wants us to 
forgive others when they cause us pain.  We can give God glory by forgiving others.   
 
Think about this person you are holding a grudge against.  He or she may have hurt 
you, but you have already been forgiven by God. You can ask God to help you to 
forgive this person. Spend a few minutes praying to God, and when you are finished, 
you can fold up your slip of paper with the person’s name on it  and put it  in the box 
to show that you have asked for God to help you forgive this person. 
 
Prayer Time 
Spend some time in prayer to close small group time. Ask God to help us to have a heart that 
graciously forgives others, just as He forgives us. 
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