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Christmas Lesson 
 

“But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary. God is pleased with you. You will become 
pregnant and give birth to a son. You must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the 

Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will make him a king like his father David of long ago.” 
Luke 1:30-32 NIRV 

 
Circle Time 
Supplies: sheets or robes to be costumes for Mary, Joseph, angel, shepherds, inn keeper; shepherds 
staff; baby doll to be Jesus; box for manger; blanket 
 
Who can’t wait for Christmas? Can you believe it  is  actually this week? Is it  getting 
harder or easier to wait as Christmas gets closer? Harder or easier to wait unwrap 
your presents and find out what you are getting? I ’m excited to hear that you all  are 
practicing patience like we have been talking about the past several weeks in Quest.   
 
Who can tell me what we celebrate at Christmas? (Jesus’ birth.) That’s r ight!  The gift 
of l ife that Jesus gives isn’t  a gift that you have to wait until  Christmas to open and 
see. Even though we may get neat presents for Christmas,  you already know that 
the best gift of all  is  Jesus’  birth.  Jesus is the best gift because He was born to save 
us.  God cares so much about you that He gave his one and only son to be born and 
die to take our place as a sacrif ice so we can be free and have a relationship with 
God again.   If  we believe in Him we can have everlasting l ife with Him in heaven. 
WOW! What a gift! !  Jesus’  l ife and death is a gift of that we can celebrate every day 
of the year!   
 
Now, let’s pretend we didn’t know all that we know about Jesus’  birth and life here 
on Earth.  Can you imagine waiting for Jesus to be born? Before Jesus came, people 
waited a long time for the Savior of the world to come and rescue them so they 
could have a relationship with God. Because God is good, when people sin or do 
“bad” things God cannot have a relationship with them. Are you thankful we know 
that God sent Jesus and made a way for us to have relationship with Him? Me, too! 
Today we are going to pretend to be the people in the Bible who were patiently 
waiting for God to send Jesus and were there when He was born.  
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At this point, have the children and/or student helpers (depending on the number of children 
present) put on the costumes and act out the story as you read it to the class. If time allows, you 
may do it again at the end of class if all the children that wanted to participate didn’t get to. 
 
Okay, I  am going to read the story of Jesus’  birth from The Jesus Storybook Bible 
while you pretend to be the people I  am reading about. Begin reading The Jesus 
Storybook Bible with “He’s Here” and continue to read through “The Light of the Whole World” 
(pages 176-191). It would be helpful for another leader or student to help direct the children as 
you read in case they get distracted. The children can all sit back down to listen and watch until it is 
their turn to pretend to be their character.) 
 
Snack Today 
Ok, are you guys ready to celebrate Jesus’ birthday? Let’s have a party for Him! Sing “Happy 
Birthday” to Jesus and have cookies for snack today. (Consider food allergies before hanging out 
the special snack.) 
 
Prayer Time 
Break into small groups and pray for anyone who wants to follow Jesus (we could all use this as a 
reminder to choose to follow Him each day). Pray for any needs or further praise in regard to growth 
in patience. Thank God for Jesus’ birth and pray for Him to help us remember that He loves us, so he 
gave - and we should do likewise. Pray for God to help us be givers and not getters. 
 
Activity Time 
The goal of this time is to utilize a variety of engaging activities –passive and active play, crafts, application, and more – 
to reinforce what was taught in the lesson. While you may not get to every activity, we encourage you to complete the 
“Take-Home” activity so children leave with a tangible reminder of what was discussed today.  
 
If numbers are high and/or time and space allow, you may want to use a center format: divide the class into groups (one 
for each activity) and rotate through the centers after an allotted time.  
 

 Happy, Happy Birthday! 
 
Ask the students why we celebrate Christmas. Remind them that it is Jesus’ birthday! Play this game 
just like the traditional “Duck, Duck Goose.” Have students sit in a circle. Select one child to go 
around the outside of the circle and tap heads. Each time a head is tapped have them say “happy” till 
they choose a child to run after them by saying “birthday!” The selected runner chases the other 
student until he/she sits down in the empty space.  
 

 Pin the Star on the Stable 
 
Supplies:  
Blindfold 
Picture of stable 
Star cutouts  
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Remind the children how long people waited for a savior to be born so that they could have a 
relationship with God again and that we can have a relationship with Him, too. Blindfold the kids and 
have them take turns trying to pin the star in the “sky” above the stable.    
 

 Jesus in a Manger Ornaments 
Supplies:  
3” wooden cutout (1 per child) 
Small brown circle (1 per child) 
Scrap of fabric (1 per child) 
Pinch of hay/straw/brown crinkle paper (1 per child) 
Gold pipe cleaner (1 per child)  
Glue 
Tape 
Craft sample or sample picture 
 
Give each child a wooden heart cutout and tell them that they are going to make something to 
remind them that Jesus’ birth was the best gift; they can hang it in their room year-round or on the 
Christmas tree each year and it can be a reminder of Jesus’ gift to us. 
 
They will place the straw along the bottom of the wooden cut out, then glue the fabric with the 
brown circle as the face. The children will tape or glue the pipe cleaner to the back of the cut out. 
They can color a face on the brown circle. (Refer the craft sample or sample picture.) 
 

 Christmas Musical Chairs 
Supplies:  
CD player & CD / Spotify playlist 
Chairs 
 
Describe how Mary and Joseph looked for a place to have baby Jesus, but there was “no room in the 
Inn!” The Son of God was born in a very simple, humble barn for animals. Play Christmas music 
while you play musical chairs. (If you do not have access to a CD player, sing a song yourself or play 
the Grace Church Kids Spotify playlist) Start with one less chair than there are students. Have the 
chairs formed into a circle, facing outwards.  When the music starts, have students move around the 
chairs in a circle. When the music stops, students must find a chair to sit in. One of the students will 
not find a chair. When this happens, say “No room in the inn!” Have the child cheer on the others 
while he/she waits her turn to play again, showing patience. After each round, remove one chair.  
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