
Bible Passage: Daniel 3

Personal Preparation

Personal Preparation: In 587 B.C., the 
Babylonians laid siege to Jerusalem, and 
God’s people were exiled to Babylon where 
they would serve an enemy king for 70 years 
(Jer. 25:11.) Among the early exiles was a 
young man, Daniel, and three of his friends. 
About 20 years after arriving in Babylon, the 
three friends faced a test of their faith. King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s law gave them a choice: 
worship a statue (against God’s law) or face 
death by a fiery furnace (Dan. 3:6).  

These three men from Judah—Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego—refused to bow 
down and worship the statue. They loved and 
worshiped the one true God. Only he was 
worthy of their worship. The Book of Daniel says 
that the Chaldeans—a group of astrologers 
and dream interpreters (Dan. 2:2,4)—took 
this opportunity to go to the king and tell on 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. But not 
even the threat of death could convince the 
three friends to renounce their loyalty to God. 

As you teach, lead individuals to consider the 
possibilities: God could keep the friends from 
being thrown into the furnace. Or, once they 
were in the furnace, God could keep them from 
being harmed. Or if they perished, God would 
receive them into heaven. The friends’ trust 
in God enabled them to stand firm no matter 
what—even as they were tied up and thrown 
into the fire. Then something miraculous 
happened. Nebuchadnezzar saw four men in 
the fire! They were walking around, unharmed! 
The Lord not only rescued Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, he was with them. 

On the cross, Jesus was mocked by the crowd: 
“He saved others, but he cannot save himself” 
(Mark 15:31). Jesus was not physically unable 
to save himself. He chose to do his Father’s 
will, and his love for sinners kept him there. 
Jesus chose not to save himself so that he 
could save others. Pray for a heart to sacrifice 
yourself for the sake of the gospel in hard 
times. Ask God for guidance when you feel 
like you are standing in the fiery furnaces of 
life.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
“Always be joyful.  Never stop praying. 
Be thankful in all circumstances, for this 
is God’s will for you who belong to Christ 
Jesus.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego from the king.

2. We pray because we trust God, and we 
know he hears us.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

God’s people, the nation of Israel, had split 
into two kingdoms: Israel in the north and 
Judah in the south. Both kingdoms were led 
by evil kings, and the people refused to obey 
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God. As punishment for their unfaithfulness, 
God allowed the kingdom of Judah to be 
conquered by Babylon. God loved and cared 
for His people, and even during their time in 
exile He was still with them. 

Today’s story is from the Book of Daniel. 
Daniel was a man from Judah taken to 
Babylon when God sent His people into exile. 
Our story today is about three of Daniel’s 
friends who were also from Judah.

Play the video for the lesson titled “The Fiery 
Furnace”.

Bible Lesson

God’s people had been taken into captivity. 
They now lived as strangers in Babylon. The 
people of Babylon didn’t worship the one true 
God. They worshiped false gods and idols. 
The ruler of Babylon, King Nebuchadnezzar, 
set up a giant statue and demanded that the 
people worship it whenever they heard any 
music. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
refused to bow down to the statue like 
everyone else. They could have blended into 
the crowd and no one would have known. But 
God would have known. The three friends 
loved God. They knew that worshiping 
anyone or anything else was sin. Only God 
deserves worship. The three friends were 
willing to die in order to obey God. 

I love how Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
responded to the king. They knew that God 
was powerful and able to protect them from 
the flames. But they also knew that if God 
didn’t save them from the fire, he was still 
good. God allowed them to be thrown into 
the fire, but they were not harmed, and they 
didn’t even smell like smoke! God delivered 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the 
king. It is comforting to know that we can 
trust God even when we face danger.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 

the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

God showed himself faithful to the three 
friends even though he did not keep 
them from being put in the fiery furnace. 
Instead, God showed his power to King 
Nebuchadnezzar and everyone who was 
watching that day. God was with Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. Only 
he could rescue them. God rescues us too, 
through his Son, Jesus. Only Jesus can save 
us from our sin. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 
provided the way for us to be rescued from 
sin and have eternal life.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on the fiery 
furnace. Today’s episode asks about what to 
do when we are tempted to sin.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. What did King Nebuchadnezzar make 

for people to worship when the music 
played? Golden statue

2. What would happen if they did not bow 
down to the statue? Thrown into furnace

3. Who did not bow down to the golden 
statue? Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

4. What was in the furnace with Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego? Son of God/
angel

5. Whom did King Nebuchadnezzar praise 
after Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
survived the fire? God

Group B
1. What did King Nebuchadnezzar want 

people to worship? 
• A large golden statue

2. Which three men refused to bow to the 
statue? 
• Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
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3. How did Nebuchadnezzar punish the 
friends? 
• They were thrown into the fiery furnace.

4. What did the king see when he peered 
into the furnace? 
• The three friends walking around with 

a fourth person who looked like a god.
5. Why do you think God allowed Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego to go through 
the fire? 
• God used this scary situation to build 

the friends’ faith in him and to show 
Nebuchadnezzar that God is mighty to 
save his people. 

6. What are some idols that you are tempted 
to worship?
• Good gifts from God turn into idols if 

we love them more than we love God. 
When we repent, God forgives us and 
changes our hearts to love him more. 

7. How does knowing that God does 
everything for his glory and our good 
help us when we face scary situations? 
• Though God doesn’t promise us 

physical safety, he promises that he will 
never leave us or forsake us. He will 
help us through hard times.

Group C
1. Do you think it was easy for Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego to decide to 
disobey the king? Why?
• It would have been very hard to be 

the only ones disobeying the king’s 
command, but these men decided to 
follow God, even if it cost them their 
lives. The friends knew the trials they 
endured on earth were only temporary 
and that one day God would reward 
them for their faithfulness.

2. How can this story be an encouragement 
when we feel like we are the only ones 
obeying God?
• God was with the men when they chose 

to obey him instead of the king. We can 
all feel connected through the Holy 
Spirit and know that God is with us.

3. What are some ways you can choose to 
obey God in your life? 
• After Jesus’ death and resurrection, 

his followers continued telling others 
about Jesus. They were put on trial. Like 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
Jesus’ followers chose to obey God 
rather than people.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
chose to trust that God’s plan was the 
best for them, even if they had to face 
something very scary. Like these men, 
we pray because we trust God, and we 
know he hears us.

2. How did King Nebuchadnezzar respond 
after he saw four men in the furnace?
• Read Daniel 3:26. Emphasize that 

Nebuchadnezzar was so astonished 
by what he saw that he recognized the 
power of the “Most High God.”

3. Is it ever okay to cheat on a test to get a 
good grade? 

4. Have you ever chosen to do the right 
thing even though it meant facing difficult 
consequences?

Prayer

God, we praise you because you are good. 
We know that you love us and care for us. 
Thank you for never leaving us in hard or 
scary times. We are thankful that you have 
sent Jesus to save us from our sin and give 
us hope for an eternity spent with you. Amen.
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