
Bible Passage: Daniel 4

Personal Preparation

Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar had 
witnessed the power of the one true God when 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were 
delivered—unscathed—from the fiery furnace 
( Dan. 3). Daniel 4 records a proclamation from 
the king, a first-person account for all nations 
of a dream and its life-changing fulfillment.

Nebuchadnezzar dreamed about a strong, 
mighty tree that was cut down. Only the stump 
and roots remained. God got Nebuchadnezzar’s 
attention. His wise men could not explain what 
the dream meant, but Daniel—who came 
to Babylon with Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego—was able to interpret the dream. 
Like the tree, Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom 
would be taken away. But the dream gave 
an element of hope to the king: his kingdom 
would be restored when he acknowledged 
God as ruler over everything. 

A year later, just when everything seemed to 
be going right for Nebuchadnezzar, the dream 
came true. He was walking on the roof of his 
palace making prideful statements when God 
suddenly spoke to him. Nebuchadnezzar’s 
arrogance and pride resulted in his humiliation. 
He was driven away from people, he ate 
grass like cattle, his hair grew long, and his 
nails were like birds’ claws. After some time, 
Nebuchadnezzar experienced complete 
transformation. He looked up to heaven and 
praised God. He acknowledged God as “the 
King of the heavens” (Dan. 4:37). 

As you teach kids, emphasize that pride steals 
God’s glory. Point out how God humbled 
King Nebuchadnezzar to show that God is in 

control. Nebuchadnezzar learned the lesson 
we must remind ourselves daily: God is God, 
and we are not. He alone deserves honor and 
glory. Rather than proudly seeking our own 
fame and glory, we seek his fame and glory. 

Nebuchadnezzar was a sinful man who exalted 
himself, and God humbled him. Point kids to 
Jesus—the sinless, eternal Son—humbled 
himself, and God exalted him. We can trust 
Jesus as King and live for God’s glory.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
“Always be joyful.  Never stop praying. 
Be thankful in all circumstances, for this 
is God’s will for you who belong to Christ 
Jesus.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar to 
show that he is in control.

2. We pray because we trust God, and we 
know he hears us.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

God’s people were captives in Babylon 
because of their sin. Last week, we learned 
that God delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego from the king. When they refused 
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to bow down to King Nebuchadnezzar’s 
statue, he threw them into the fiery 
furnace. After they came out unharmed, 
Nebuchadnezzar praised God for rescuing 
the three friends. In fact, Nebuchadnezzar 
even sent out a message through the 
kingdom saying that everyone everywhere 
must show respect to the one true God. Let’s 
find out what happened next.

Play the video for the lesson titled 
“Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream.”

Bible Lesson

Have you ever worked really hard to make 
something, and you wanted to take all 
the credit for it? That’s just what King 
Nebuchadnezzar did. He wanted to take 
all the credit and give himself the glory for 
building the kingdom of Babylon. The king 
was prideful. Pride is when we think too 
highly of ourselves and refuse to praise God 
for what he has done. The Bible says that 
pride is a sin. 

Nebuchadnezzer did not worship God alone. 
He believed that he was the most powerful 
king and that he deserved glory. God wanted 
Nebuchadnezzar to understand that only 
God deserves glory. No matter what power 
Nebuchadnezzar had, it all came from God, 
and God could take it away. 

God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar to show 
that he is in control. But God also showed 
mercy to Nebuchadnezzar because at the 
end of the seven years, God restored his 
sanity and allowed him to rule over Babylon 
again. 

In our lives, we are sometimes tempted to see 
ourselves as the most important people. We 
forget that God is the King of Kings, the Ruler 
of all creation. He created all things, and all 
things belong to him. Our pride may cause 
us to doubt that God can hear our prayers. 
We may even think that God cannot help us 
or that we can handle life without him. But 
those are lies. We need God. He hears and 

helps us. Why do we pray? We pray because 
we trust God, and we know he hears us.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

The Bible shows us that we are sinful and 
need God to save us. We are completely 
dependent on his grace, so it’s silly for 
us to think that we can do anything in our 
own strength. Pride steals God’s glory. God 
humbled King Nebuchadnezzar so he could 
see that God alone deserves glory. Jesus 
is the King of Kings who humbled himself 
by coming to earth and dying on the cross. 
Jesus saves sinners so we can live for God’s 
glory.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids 
(QFK) video to continue the discussion on 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. Today’s episode 
asks if God wants us to be proud of ourselves.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Whom did Nebuchadnezzar tell about 

his dream when the wise men did not 
understand? Daniel

2. What plant did Nebuchadnezzar see in 
his dream that was cut down? Tree

3. Who did the tree in the dream represent? 
Nebuchadnezzar

4. What happened when Nebuchadnezzar 
did not give glory to God? He lived among 
animals

5. Who gave Nebuchadnezzar his kingdom 
back? God
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Group B
1. What plant was in Nebuchadnezzar’s 

dream?  
• A large tree that an angel said would be 

cut down (Dan. 4:10)
2. What did the dream mean? 

• God would force Nebuchadnezzar to 
live like an animal and take the kingdom 
away from him (Dan. 4:25-27). 

3. What did Nebuchadnezzar do when God 
restored his mind? 
• Nebuchadnezzar praised God and said 

God is in control of all things (Dan. 4:34-
37).

4. Why do you think God did what he did 
with Nebuchadnezzar? 
• God loved Nebuchadnezzar. God 

wanted Nebuchadnezzar to know him 
and see that he is all-powerful and in 
control. Nebuchadnezzar was prideful 
and living for his own glory, and only 
God deserves glory.

5. Why do you think pride is such a bad 
thing? 
• Pride tries to take glory away from 

God. He is the only One who deserves 
glory. Apart from God, we are nothing. 
We owe him everything, including our 
praise! 

6. What are some ways we struggle with 
pride?
• We show pride when we fail to love 

others well and when we try to get our 
way instead of trusting God. We even 
show pride when we choose not to 
pray or praise God.

Group C
1. Why didn’t God let Nebuchadnezzar 

continue in his pride? Does God always 
punish sin? Why?
• God is loving, just, and righteous. He 

always punishes sin. It would be against 
his nature to leave sin unpunished.

2. What can I do when I sin?
• Emphasize that we must confess our sin 

to the Lord. In the Bible, 1 John 1:9 says 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
Psalm 86:5 says God is eager to forgive.

3. How can you practice humility in your 
life? How can humility help point others 
to Jesus?
• Discuss examples of showing humility 

that involve putting others first, being 
open to correction and instruction, and 
not thinking of themselves as better 
than other people.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• God didn’t want to be just one of the 
many gods King Nebuchadnezzar 
worshiped; God wanted the king 
to recognize him as the only God. 
God used the king’s dream to get his 
attention.

2. Why did God punish King 
Nebuchadnezzar?
• King Nebuchadnezzar was controlled 

by his pride. Even after his dream and 
Daniel’s warning, the king continued in 
his sinful pride. God punished the king 
to get his attention and to urge him to 
turn from his sin.

Prayer

Thank you, Father, for being the one who 
controls everything. Help us to trust you 
even when we face hard times, knowing that 
you are the One who created and controls 
everything. Thank you for your Word, which 
reminds us of who you are. You alone deserve 
all glory, honor, and praise. May our lives 
bring you glory. Amen.
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