
Bible Passage: Daniel 6

Personal Preparation

The fifth chapter of Daniel ends with the 
death of King Belshazzar when the Persians 
took over Babylon and Darius was put on the 
throne. Babylon was on the decline—no longer 
the powerful, prosperous empire it once was. 
By this time, Daniel was an old man, probably 
in his early 80s. He served the new king as 
one of the three leading supervisors in the 
kingdom. 

Daniel was very good at his job—so good, 
in fact, that King Darius planned to put him 
in charge of the entire kingdom. The other 
supervisors and governors were jealous of 
Daniel. They watched for him to do something 
wrong so they could complain to the king. 
Read Daniel 6:4. Daniel was “trustworthy, and 
no negligence or corruption was found in him.” 

Through the malevolent persuasion of the 
king’s leaders, King Darius passed a law that 
no one could pray to anyone but him, the 
king, for 30 days. But Daniel continued to pray 
boldly to God. 
Guide individuals to imagine how Daniel 
might have felt. Was he worried about getting 
caught? Did he have nightmares about being 
eaten by lions? Even the king’s threat of death 
did not stop Daniel from praying. The jealous 
officials turned him in, and Daniel was thrown 
into the lions’ den. 

As you teach individuals, emphasize that 
Daniel was faithful to God—the true King—and 
God rescued him. God’s protection of Daniel 
served to show all the people that the God 
of Daniel “is the living God, and he endures 
forever; his kingdom will never be destroyed, 
and his dominion has no end” (Dan. 6:26). 

God also calls us to trust and obey him no 
matter what. God sent his Son, Jesus, to rescue 
us from something much more dangerous than 
lions. Jesus rescues us from sin and death. 
Pray that through your faith, and the faith of 
the whole group you lead, “may the name of 
God be praised forever and ever” (Dan. 2:20). 

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
“Always be joyful.  Never stop praying. 
Be thankful in all circumstances, for this 
is God’s will for you who belong to Christ 
Jesus.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God shut the mouths of the lions to save 
Daniel.

2. We pray because we trust God, and we 
know he hears us.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

Last time, we talked about King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. In Daniel 4, God 
gave Daniel the ability to explain the dream’s 
meaning to the king. Our Bible story today is 
also about Daniel, but it took place some time 
after Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream. In fact, there was a new king on the 
throne in Babylon. In this story, God used 
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Daniel again to show his power to save. God 
would save not only Daniel, but ultimately, 
all who trust in him.

Play the video for the lesson titled “Daniel in 
the Lions’ Den.”

Bible Lesson

Daniel was an honest man and worked hard 
in his role within the kingdom. When he 
returned to his house to pray, Daniel wasn’t 
trying to be rebellious against the king. 
Daniel knew that God was greater than any 
earthly king, and Daniel wanted to obey God 
rather than King Darius. Daniel was willing 
to risk being thrown to the lions to remain 
faithful to God. It might seem surprising that 
God allowed Daniel to get caught and thrown 
to the lions at all. But because Daniel went 
into the lions’ den, God received glory. God 
shut the mouths of the lions to save Daniel. 
God showed King Darius that he is the living 
God who rules forever. 

Sometimes it may feel like God isn’t watching, 
especially when we are going through hard 
times. Maybe you have prayed, and it seems 
like God won’t answer or that he doesn’t hear 
you. But one thing we learn from this story 
is that God is always listening. He is always 
watching out for us. He uses even our scary 
situations to show his power! Remember, 
we pray because we trust God and we know 
he hears us. And God always answers our 
prayers, even when he gives an answer we do 
not expect. Whenever God does something 
differently from what we expect, we can trust 
that God’s way is much better than ours.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

The question we’ve been asking ourselves 
over the last few weeks is, this: why do we 
pray? We pray—and Daniel prayed—because 
we trust God, and we know he hears us. God 
showed his power to rescue Daniel from the 
lions, but Daniel was just a small part of a 
much bigger story. God ultimately rescued 
us from a much bigger problem—sin and 
death—through his Son, Jesus.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on Daniel in 
the lions’ den. Today’s episode asks what we 
should do when people we care for want us to 
disobey God.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Whom did King Darius put in charge of 

the kingdom because he was honest? 
Daniel

2. How did the other leaders feel about 
Daniel being in charge? Angry/jealous

3. Whom did the law say to pray to for 30 
days? King Darius

4. Whom did Daniel pray to despite the law? 
God

5. Where did Daniel go because he broke 
the law? Lions’ den

6. Who shut the mouth of the lions? God

Group B
1. Why did the other leaders want to get 

Daniel in trouble?  
• They were jealous of him (Dan. 6:3-4).

2. What law did Darius create? 
• For thirty days, people could not pray to 

anyone except him (Dan. 6:7). 
3. What was Daniel’s response to the king’s 

law? 
• Daniel continued praying (Dan. 6:10).
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4. Why do you think Daniel obeyed God 
rather than King Darius? 
• God is our ultimate authority. We are 

called to obey God above any earthly 
leaders. If Daniel were to obey the 
king’s decree to pray to him, Daniel 
would have been sinning against God.

5. Is it always easy to obey God? Why or 
why not? 
• Obeying God can be difficult. We have 

to fight against our own sin, and we may 
face persecution from non-believers. 
Jesus reminded his disciples that we 
will be blessed when people mistreat 
us for his sake (Matt. 5:11-12; John 15:18-
19). We can also remember that Jesus 
faced punishment and even death 
when he was obedient to God’s plan to 
rescue sinners (Heb. 5:7-9). 

6. How can your obedience to God point 
others to his goodness?
• Our obedience shows others that 

we really do trust God and believe 
the Bible. When we choose to follow 
God, especially when disobedience 
might seem easier, we demonstrate 
to the world that God is worthy of our 
obedience.

Group C
1. How did Daniel’s obedience to God point 

others to God?
• Point out that after God shut the mouths 

of the lions to save Daniel, King Darius 
realized that God is the “living God” 
who “rescues and delivers” (Dan. 6:26-
27).

2. Is everything in life easy if we just obey 
God?
• Have the group discuss ideas. 

Emphasize that obedience leading 
to an easy life wasn’t true for Daniel 
and it is not true for us. The Bible says 
following God will cost us, but he is 
worth it.

3. How can you trust God when facing 
something hard?
• Even when we face difficult times, we 

have a loving heavenly Father. Jesus 
prays for us according to God’s will. 
God will use each situation in our life 

for his glory and our good. He cares for 
us, sees us, knows us, and loves us.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• God was Daniel’s rock as he chose to 
honor the Lord even when he would be 
punished. God was Daniel’s fortress, 
shield, and stronghold when he spent 
the night in the den surrounded 
by hungry lions. God was Daniel’s 
salvation when he came out of the den 
unharmed. God is still all those things 
for those who know and trust him.

2. What do you think Daniel’s faith and 
God’s protection over him taught King 
Darius?
• After seeing that God shut the mouths 

of the lions to save Daniel, King Darius 
acknowledged the Lord as the living 
God who rescues and delivers. Suggest 
that someone in the group find and 
read Daniel 6:26-27 in the Bible.

3. What should you do when someone asks 
you to do something  wrong?

4. How can God use your faithfulness to him 
as a way for others to  learn about Jesus?

Prayer

God, you are incredible! We are amazed by 
your power and strength. You saved Daniel 
from the lions’ den, and you rescue us from 
sin. Thank you for your great love for us and 
for sending your only Son, Jesus, to save us 
and make it possible for us to be part of your 
kingdom forever. Amen.
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