
Bible Passage: Daniel 7

Personal Preparation

Daniel 7 is considered one of the most 
important chapters in the Old Testament. This 
chapter and the chapters that follow describe 
a series of visions and prophecies about the 
future of God’s people. This message gave 
hope to God’s people in captivity. 

Today’s Bible story takes place in the first year 
of King Belshazzar’s reign (Dan. 7:1). Belshazzar 
was the son of King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel 
encountered Belshazzar in chapter 5. Daniel 
was about 82 years old when he was thrown 
into the lions’ den; chapter 7 rewinds the clock 
to tell of a dream Daniel had when he was 
about 67. 

In a vision parallel to Daniel 2, Daniel saw four 
beasts. Each beast represented an earthly 
kingdom. The first creature was like a lion but 
had eagle’s wings. This creature represented 
the kingdom of Babylon. The second creature 
was like a bear, and it had ribs in its mouth. 
This creature represented the kingdom of the 
Medes and Persians. The third creature was 
like a leopard with four wings on its back and 
four heads. This creature represented the 
kingdom of Greece. Finally, the fourth creature 
was strong and destructive. It had 10 horns, 
and this creature represented the kingdom of 
Rome. 

Then Daniel saw God—the Ancient of Days—
sitting on his throne. Daniel watched as God 
killed the fourth creature and took away the 
power of the others. As complicated as it may 
be, Daniel’s vision reveals an ultimate reality: 
“These huge beasts . . . are four kings who 
will rise from the earth. But the holy ones of 

the Most High will receive the kingdom and 
possess it forever” (Dan. 7:17-18). 

Emphasize as you teach that the participants 
will see all sorts of rulers and powers and 
authorities in the world, but the Bible is clear: 
God is ruling over them all. The kingdoms of 
earth will last for a short time, and the kingdom 
of Jesus will come and last forever. Pray that 
you and the whole group would represent 
the kingdom of God wherever they go and be 
reminded of his sovereignty daily. 

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
“Always be joyful.  Never stop praying. 
Be thankful in all circumstances, for this 
is God’s will for you who belong to Christ 
Jesus.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God is the eternal King who judges the 
nations.

2. We pray because we trust God, and we 
know he hears us.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

“Giant Timeline” segment from either older 
or younger leader guide—choose which 
one is clearer and provides the most helpful 
context for the story for the individuals.

Volume 6, Unit 16, Lesson 4: Daniel’s Dream

Gospel Project



Play the video for the lesson titled “Daniel’s 
Dream.”

Bible Lesson

The Book of Daniel is full of true, interesting 
stories that teach us about God’s power 
and care for his people who were in exile 
in Babylon. We’ve heard that God delivered 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from 
the king when the three friends refused to 
worship the king’s statue. Then we learned 
that God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar to 
show that he is in control. Later, God shut the 
mouths of the lions to save Daniel. Today’s 
story will show us that God is the eternal 
King who judges the nations.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

Jesus is King over all things. God allows 
people to rule for a short time, but one 
day, Jesus will return and set up his perfect 
kingdom. Everyone who trusts in Jesus will 
be welcomed into his kingdom, and his 
kingdom will last forever.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on Daniel 
and his dreams. Today’s episode asks if it is 
okay to ignore things in the Bible that we don’t 
like.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.

1. What did Daniel see in the ocean in his 
dream? Four mysterious creatures

2. Who was sitting on the throne judging 
the creatures? God

3. Whom did God give power to rule over 
everything? Son of Man/Jesus

4. Who did the creatures represent? Kings
5. Who is the ruler over everything forever 

and ever? Jesus

Group B
1. What did Daniel see in his dream? 

• Four mysterious creatures that looked 
like animals (Dan. 7:3-7)

2. Who was sitting on the throne? 
• God, the Ancient of Days (Dan. 7:9) 

3. What did God do while sitting on the 
throne?
• Judged the creatures (Dan. 7:10-12)

4. Why do you think God gave Daniel this 
dream? 
• God was showing that he is ultimately 

in control. God gave Daniel (and us) 
hope for eternity so we can know that 
no matter what kind of ruler we have, 
God is still on the throne. Someday, 
Jesus will return and destroy all evil, 
restoring the world. Those who trust in 
him will live with God forever.

5. What does this story teach us about what 
God is like? 
• God is sovereign, or in control, over all 

things. He is also good and righteous. 
He wants us to have hope for the future. 
Through Jesus, he gives us hope. 

6. What can you do when you feel scared?
• Even in scary times, we can still trust 

God. If we have trusted in Jesus, we 
are sealed with the Holy Spirit for all 
eternity (Eph. 4:30). Even though bad 
things sometimes happen while we 
wait for Jesus to return, we don’t have 
to fear anything—not even death. God 
is bigger than anything we could ever 
fear, and he will destroy all evil someday.

6.16.4



Group C
1. What is the difference between earthly 

kingdoms and God’s kingdom?
• Earthly kingdoms are temporary, but 

God’s kingdom will last forever. Earthly 
kingdoms are ruled by imperfect men, 
but God’s kingdom is ruled by the 
perfect King—Jesus!

2. Who is always in control?
• No matter who is ruling or what chaos 

is happening in the world, God has and 
will always be in control. All rulers are 
ultimately under God’s control, and one 
day, all rulers will serve and obey him.

3. How should we live, knowing God is the 
eternal King?
• Because we have trusted Jesus as our 

Savior, we will live differently. We will 
be more concerned with eternal things, 
knowing that one day, the eternal King 
will take his throne and we will be with 
him in glory.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• God showed Daniel in the dream that 
God is the eternal King who judges the 
nations. The Ancient of Days is a name 
for God that points to his eternality—
God has always existed and his power 
lasts forever.

2. What happened to the four creatures? 
What is God’s role over earthly kingdoms?
• The four beasts represent four kings. 

God allowed the first three creatures 
to live for a while, but the creature with 
the horns was killed. God is the King 
over all kings. He decides when kings 
rise and when they fall.

3. Is it okay to skip parts of the Bible you 
don’t like? Why or why not? 

4. What teachings in the Bible do you have 
a hard time understanding or believing?

Prayer

Father, you are the King over all kings. We 
never have to fear because you are in control 
of everything—even the leaders of nations. 
Thank you for the promise of your return and 
your neverending reign. May we glorify you 
with our lives. You are worthy of all worship! 
We love you. Amen.

6.16.4



6.16.4


