
Bible Passage: Obadiah

Personal Preparation

The conflict between Edom and Israel 
originates in the story of Jacob and Esau. The 
twins struggled in the womb, and their mother 
Rebekah asked God why. God explained that 
from her womb would come two nations, 
and the older would serve the younger (Gen. 
25:23). 

The nation of Israel descended from Jacob (the 
younger), and the nation of Edom descended 
from Esau (the older). God promised to Jacob 
the same promises he made to Abraham 
(Gen. 28:15), but Esau was a godless man who 
despised God’s promises (Heb. 12:16). 
 
For centuries, the two families were at odds. 
When Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, the 
king of Edom refused to let the Israelites pass 
through his country to get to the promised land 
(Num. 20:14-21.) Edom fought against Israel 
on several occasions (2 Chron. 20:2; 28:17; 2 
Kings 8:20-22). 

The Book of Obadiah is God’s message about 
Edom in response to their sin—specifically 
their gloating over the Babylonian invasion 
of Jerusalem. When the Babylonians invaded 
Jerusalem, the people of Edom didn’t help. 
Like an envious brother, Edom was glad to see 
Judah overcome. In fact, Edom was a guilty 
participant in the action against Judah (Obad. 
11).
 
The prophet Obadiah detailed the charges 
against Edom, announced their guilt, and 
handed down the sentence from the Lord: 
Edom would be totally destroyed. No remnant 
of Esau’s family would remain. On the other 

hand, Obadiah said God’s people would be 
restored. 

God said the people of Edom would get what 
they deserved. “As you have done, it will be 
done to you; what you deserve will return on 
your own head” (Obad. 15). 

God’s rule is just. The fate of the Edomites 
might as well be ours. But here’s the reality: 
As you have done, it was done to Christ; what 
you deserve was returned on his head. Jesus 
is King, and one day he will deliver his people 
from their enemies once and for all. Pray for 
endurance until we see the fullness of God’s 
justice and thank the Father for sending Jesus 
as a mediator for our sins. 

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says 
the Lord. “They are plans for good and 
not for disaster, to give you a future and 
a hope.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God promised to restore Israel and rule the 
earth as King.

2. Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father and 
fulfills what the prophets spoke.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.
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Video

You may remember we learned about 
Abraham’s family way back in the Book of 
Genesis. God had promised Abraham that his 
family would be so big, counting them would 
be like trying to count the stars in the sky. 
God’s promises continued to Abraham’s son 
Isaac. Isaac had two sons, Jacob and Esau. 
God chose Jacob to inherit the promise. 
Esau was jealous of Jacob, and the brothers 
fought. While the nation of Israel came 
through Jacob’s family, the nation of Edom 
came through Esau’s family. Many years 
later, the people of Edom were cruel to the 
Israelites. They wouldn’t allow them to travel 
safely through their land, and they fought 
with them. Today, we will hear about God’s 
judgment on the nation of Edom.

Play the video for the lesson titled “Obadiah 
the Prophet.”

Bible Lesson

The two groups were practically family, yet 
the people of Edom refused to help another 
nation. The people of Edom trusted in their 
own strength. Edom was so far from God that 
they chose to laugh at the pain of another 
nation instead of helping them. (Choose a 
volunteer to read Obad. 12-13 aloud.) God 
sent his messenger—the prophet Obadiah—
to deliver bad news. God would make the 
wrong things right. Edom was about to learn 
the hard way that their opinion of God didn’t 
change the truth about who he is. God is God 
whether or not people choose to worship 
him. God promised to restore Israel and rule 
the earth as King.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

The Book of Obadiah points us to Jesus 
and shows how he is the perfect Prophet. 
Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father and 
fulfills what the prophets spoke. When we 
are joined to Jesus, we become part of God’s 
promise to Abraham! We do not face the 
punishment our sin deserves, but instead, we 
are welcomed into God’s kingdom forever! 
Like God’s people were mistreated by the 
people of Edom, Jesus was mistreated by 
his own people. God will punish sin. Jesus 
died on the cross to take the punishment we 
deserve for our sin. We can trust Jesus to 
make wrong things right.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on Obadiah 
the prophet. Today’s episode asks if we can 
pray for God to punish people when they sin.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. What was the relation between the nation 

of Edom and Judah? Brothers
2. Who did the people of Edom worship? 

Idols
3. Did the Edomites help their brothers in 

Judah when they were taken captive? No
4. How did God feel about the sins of Edom? 

Angry
5. Who spoke through Obadiah and said 

that Judah would be restored? God
6. Who makes wrong things right in our 

lives? Jesus

Group B
1. The prophet Obadiah wrote to which 

nation? 
• Edom (Obad. 1) 

2. How had Edom disobeyed God? 
• They had turned their back on Israel 

and not trusted God (Obad. 4).  
3. What was God’s promise to Israel? 

• They would be restored to their land 
(Obad. 19-21). 
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4. Why do you think God punished the 
nation of Edom so severely? 
• Remember that Edom was the nation 

of Esau’s descendants. They should 
have been like brothers and sisters to 
Israel. If anyone understood God’s love 
and plans for Israel, it should have been 
Edom. By ignoring Judah’s trouble, 
they were actively going against God’s 
plans.

5. Do you think we should only help our 
siblings and family members? Why or 
why not?
• Discuss the idea of loving our enemies. 

God adopts believers into his family, 
and that salvation is free to everyone 
who believes. This means everyone we 
meet is, or could become, part of our 
spiritual family. 

6. What does it show about God when we 
love our enemies? 
• The Bible teaches about our standing 

before God. Remind the group that we 
are born in sin, and thus are enemies 
of God (Romans 5:10). But he loves us 
anyway and sent Jesus for us. When 
we love those who treat us badly, it 
provides a picture of God’s love for 
sinners.

Group C
1. What consequences did Edom face for 

their mistreatment of Israel? Will we face 
what we deserve for our sin? Why?
• God said the people of Edom would 

get what they deserved. We deserve 
death for our sin, but Jesus took the 
punishment we deserve by dying on 
the cross. On the third day, he rose from 
the dead. When we trust in him, God 
forgives our sin and gives us eternal 
life.

2. A lot of the problems from today’s story 
happened because the families of two 
brothers didn’t get along. What could 
you do this week to get along with your 
brothers, sisters, or friends?
• Invite the group to share their ideas. 

Point out that not only does God call us 
to love our siblings, he even wants us 
to love our enemies.

3. Do you think God can fix this broken 
world? Why?
• Emphasize that we do live in a broken 

world where many unfair things happen, 
but God promises in his Word that one 
day, Jesus will return and make all 
things new.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

• Edom was so far from God that they 
chose to laugh at the pain of another 
nation instead of helping them. God sent 
his messenger—the prophet Obadiah—
to deliver bad news. God would make 
the wrong things right. Edom was about 
to learn the hard way that their opinion 
of God didn’t change the truth about 
who he is. God is God whether or not 
people choose  to worship him. God 
promised to restore Israel and rule the 
earth as King. 

2. Was Obadiah a perfect prophet? Is there 
any such thing as a perfect prophet? 
• Although God had chosen Obadiah to 

share his message, Obadiah was not 
perfect. Jesus is the perfect Prophet! 
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? 
Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father  
and fulfills what the prophets spoke. 

3. Is it okay to pray for God to punish people 
who do bad things? 

4. How could praying for your enemies or 
showing kindness to them could change 
how you feel about them?

Prayer

God, thank you for giving us your Word. We 
thank you for inviting us into your kingdom. 
We are humbled to know that you do not 
treat us as our sin deserves. Instead, you 
have shown us mercy and grace. Thank you 
for saving us. Amen.
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