
Bible Passage: Ezra 1-3

Personal Preparation

God’s people had been living in Babylon 
for 70 years. Some of God’s people had 
died in Babylon. Some of their children and 
grandchildren were born in Babylon and grew 
up there. But Babylon was not their home. 

Before the people of Judah were exiled, God 
had spoken through the prophet Jeremiah. 
These are the words of the Lord: “These 
nations will serve the king of Babylon for 
seventy years” (Jer. 25:11). Then the Lord 
said, “When seventy years for Babylon are 
complete, I will attend to you and will confirm 
my promise concerning you to restore you to 
this place” (Jer. 29:10). The time had come for 
God’s people to go back home. 

Cyrus, the king of the Persian empire, had 
overthrown Babylon. Cyrus took over the 
kingdom, including the lands of Israel and 
Judah. In the following year, the Lord did 
something miraculous in Cyrus’ heart. He 
prompted Cyrus to issue a decree: All the 
Jewish exiles are free to return to their 
ancestral homes. 

The exile was over! God’s people were free 
to return to their own land. They were free to 
live as God’s special people. The first group 
of Judean exiles returned home under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh 
buhl). Zerubbabel was the grandson of King 
Jehoiachin, who had been taken to Babylon 
by King Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings 24:8-13).
 
Ezra 2:64-65 says nearly 50,000 people 
traveled back to Judah. When they got to 
Jerusalem, they began working to rebuild the 

temple that the Chaldeans had destroyed (2 
Chron. 36:19).
 
Explain to individuals that the temple was the 
place where God met with his people. Jesus 
came to earth to rescue God’s people from 
sin. When Jesus returns, he will restore the 
earth and will dwell with his people forever. 
Praise God for always keeping his promises 
and reflect on some of the times in your own 
life when it has been difficult to trust in him. 
Ask God for forgiveness and for opportunities 
to refine your faith every day to build a 
dependence upon his love. 

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says 
the Lord. “They are plans for good and 
not for disaster, to give you a future and 
a hope.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God promised to restore Israel and rule the 
earth as King.

2. Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father and 
fulfills what the prophets spoke.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

The Old Testament prophet Jeremiah told 
God’s people that because they repeatedly 
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disobeyed God, they would be sent into exile. 
Exile is when someone is forced to leave 
their country and move somewhere else. 
God’s people were sent into exile to Babylon. 
The stories about Daniel in the lions’ den 
and the three friends being saved from the 
furnace all happened in Babylon during the 
exile. Jeremiah also prophesied that the exile 
would only last 70 years. At the end of those 
70 years, it was finally time for God’s people 
to return to their home.

Play the video for the lesson titled “The 
Captives Came Home.”

Bible Lesson

Have you ever felt disappointed when 
something didn’t turn out like you thought 
it should? There were so many feelings 
and emotions in this story! Some people 
were excited because they were getting 
to go home and celebrate God’s keeping 
his promises. Some people were nervous 
because they were traveling to a place they 
had never seen but had heard stories about 
for years and years. 

God’s people had started to rebuild the 
temple. When the people finished the 
foundation, they celebrated. But some of the 
older people, who had seen the temple that 
Solomon had built, cried. Why do you think 
they cried? (Allow individuals to respond.) I’m 
sure it was sad to think about the beautiful 
temple that had been torn down. They had 
memories of how their home used to be, but 
it no longer looked the same. 

Sin has consequences. The Israelites had 
endured 70 years of consequences for 
their sin. God kept his promise to bring his 
people home. God never stopped loving his 
children. They were his chosen people, and 
he had long ago promised that he would 
never abandon them. In fact, God had been 
using their time in exile to glorify himself and 
bless the world. Many kings and people who 
did not know God saw firsthand his power 
and love for his people.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

During their time in exile, the people may 
have felt hopeless. Over time, they may 
have wondered if God had forgotten about 
them or if God was really going to keep his 
promise. But God’s plan for his people was 
bigger than they knew. 

Zerubbabel led God’s people back to the 
temple to rebuild it. The temple was the 
place where God met with his people on 
earth. Jesus came to earth to rescue God’s 
people. One day, Jesus will return to restore 
a greater home for all of God’s people, and 
we will spend eternity with him. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on when the 
captives came home. Today’s episode asks 
about ways we can worship God other than 
singing.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Did God promise Jeremiah that the exile 

would last forever? No
2. Who inspired King Cyrus to let God’s 

people return to Jerusalem? God
3. What did King Cyrus give God’s people? 

Animals (horses), gold, and silver
4. What did Zerubbabel help the people 

rebuild? The altar
5. What did the people do after the 

foundation of the temple was complete? 
Sing/praise God

6. How did those who remembered the old 
temple feel? Sad
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Group B
1. Which king of Persia allowed God’s 

people to return to Israel? 
• King Cyrus (Ezra 1:1) 

2. What did the priests build first when they 
got back to Israel? 
• The altar (Ezra 3:2)  

3. Why were some of the older Israelites 
crying?
• They remembered the first temple that 

had been destroyed (Ezra 3:12).
4. Why do you think God allowed his people 

to live in exile for 70 years? 
• God takes sin seriously. He wanted to 

purify his people—to punish sin and 
bring new life to the people who truly 
wanted to follow him. God wanted his 
children to recognize their sin and turn 
back to him. He used the exile to glorify 
himself in foreign nations.

5. How can we know God loves us in difficult 
times? 
• God’s love for us never changes. We 

don’t always understand why we face 
hard times, but we can trust that God 
will never leave us. He will never stop 
loving us. Sometimes he allows us 
to experience pain so we can better 
understand how much we need him 
and grow in our faith. 

6. The temple needed a strong foundation. 
What is the foundation of our lives? 
• Our faith is built on Jesus’ sacrifice for 

us. We trust the Bible as God’s Word, 
and it tells us what is true about God and 
ourselves. With such a firm foundation, 
our lives can stand up to various trials.

Group C
1. What promise did God keep for his 

people?
• God kept his promise to bring his 

people home. God spoke this promise 
to the prophet Jeremiah more than 70 
years before the exile.

2. How do we know we can trust God to 
keep his promises?
• Throughout the Bible, God makes lots 

of promises and keeps them. Many of 
us make promises but are guilty of not 
keeping our promises. God isn’t like us. 
He is always faithful. We can put our 
trust in him. 

3. Will you trust God when things don’t 
make sense? Why?
• There will be times in our lives when 

things just don’t make sense. We may 
not know why something happened or 
didn’t happen. But God’s Word tells us 
to trust him and not lean on our own 
understanding.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

• We can trust God to keep his promises. 
Our story today goes back to a promise 
God made  to the prophet Jeremiah. God 
kept his promise! Many years before 
God’s people were taken captive, God 
told Jeremiah that the exile would last 
70 years. God kept his promise to bring 
his people home. 

2. Why were some of the people sad about 
the temple? 
• The people might have felt sad to think 

about the beautiful temple that had 
been torn down. They had memories 
of how their home used to be, but it no 
longer looked the same. 

3. What are some ways people can worship 
God? 

4. What are your favorite ways to worship 
God?

Prayer

God, you keep your promises. Because you 
are faithful, we can trust you. God, we confess 
that we are often unfaithful. Thank you for 
sending Jesus to rescue us. We look forward 
to the day he comes back so we can live with 
you forever. You will make everything right 
again! We love you. Amen.
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