
Bible Passage: Ezra 4-6; Haggai

Personal Preparation

At last! God’s people returned to Jerusalem, 
the home of their ancestors. God had given 
them another opportunity to live as his special 
people. They got to work right away, completing 
the foundation of the Lord’s temple. 

Many of God’s people had been born in 
Babylon, but they had likely heard the stories of 
their parents and grandparents, stories of a life 
in the land God had given them. They probably 
heard of their families’ mistakes: ignoring God, 
worshiping idols, and mistreating the poor. 
But the Lord had been gracious! He kept his 
promise to bring his people back to Judah. 

Life in Judah wasn’t exactly what they had 
imagined. It was difficult. Their national wealth 
was gone. The work of rebuilding the temple 
and the city of Jerusalem was hard. The land 
was desolate, crops failed, and their neighbors 
opposed their efforts (Ezra 4:6,11-16).
 
God’s people were disappointed and 
discouraged. Rather than fight their enemies, 
God’s people gave up. The temple of the Lord 
sat unfinished for 16 years. The people made 
excuses. “Maybe it’s not time to rebuild the 
temple,” they reasoned. If that was what God 
wanted, wouldn’t he make it easier for them? 
(Hag. 1:2). God’s people moved on to building 
their own homes. 

The prophet Haggai stepped onto the scene 
and rebuked the people for their misplaced 
priorities (Hag. 1:4). He brought words from the 
Lord, commanding them to finish the work they 
had started. God promised to fill the temple 
with his glory and comforted his weary people 

with this promise: “I will provide peace in this 
place” (Hag. 2:7,9). 

God promised to be with his people and bless 
them—and not only them, but the whole world 
through them, keeping the promise he made 
to Abraham long ago (Gen. 12:3). Through 
God’s servant, Zerubbabel, God would send 
his Son, Jesus—the greater Servant who is 
God with us.

Praise God for his faithfulness and thank him 
for the gift of his Son and the Holy Spirit. Ask 
God for his Spirit to fill you and guide you. 

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says 
the Lord. “They are plans for good and 
not for disaster, to give you a future and 
a hope.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God promised to restore Israel and rule the 
earth as King.

2. Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father and 
fulfills what the prophets spoke.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

Last week, we were in the first couple of 
chapters in Ezra and learned that God 
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kept his promise to bring his people home. 
God’s people were so excited. They began 
rebuilding the temple. Some of God’s people 
praised God, and some of them were sad 
about the temple foundation. 

Today, we will see that even though it was 
hard work and others questioned them, 
God’s people rebuilt the temple to glorify 
God. 

We will learn that after God sent Jesus 
to earth, his people didn’t need a temple 
anymore.

Play the video for the lesson titled “The Temple 
Was Rebuilt.”

Bible Lesson

God’s people were excited about rebuilding 
the temple so they could worship him. You 
can see they had one focus: God. When others 
questioned them, they kept on building so 
they could celebrate the one true God. God’s 
people didn’t allow others to discourage or 
distract them from their goal. 

Not only did they keep their focus when 
they were building, they made sure God 
was the focus of the celebration when they 
completed the temple. They didn’t pause 
to make a name for themselves. As soon as 
they were done, they made offerings to God 
and celebrated the Passover. 

We see God’s faithfulness throughout this 
story. The workers found God’s Word on 
a scroll, God changed a king’s heart, and 
God sent leaders to encourage his people. 
God deserves our worship and celebration. 
Sometimes we allow ourselves to focus on 
things we think God should have done but 
didn’t, and we miss out on the truth that God 
keeps his promises. 

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 

the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

God’s people rebuilt the temple so they 
would have a place to worship God. Years 
later, God sent his Son, Jesus, to be with his 
people. Now God dwells not in the temple, 
but directly with his people. We don’t need a 
temple anymore. Because of Jesus, we can 
have eternal life with God forever. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on the temple 
being rebuilt. Today’s episode asks why we go 
to church to worship God.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. What were the people building in 

Jerusalem? The temple
2. Whom did God send to encourage the 

people to continue building? The prophets
3. What did the governs find that confirmed 

that Zerubbabel was allowed to rebuild 
the temple? Scroll

4. What did King Darius give Zerubbabel to 
build the temple? Money

5. What did the people do when they had 
completed the temple? Celebrate/sing 
praises

6. Whom did God send to earth to live in so 
we would no longer need a temple? Jesus

Group B
1. To which city did God’s people return? 

• Jerusalem (Ezra 1:2) 
2. Who was the king of Persia when God’s 

people began rebuilding the temple? 
• Darius (Ezra 4:24)  

3. What festival did the Jews celebrate 
when the temple was complete?
• Passover (Ezra 6:19)
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4. How did building the temple bring glory 
to God? 
• The temple was meant to be a place 

where God’s people worshiped him. 
True worship of God glorifies him. 
Additionally, enemies were trying to 
prevent them from finishing, so by 
overcoming those obstacles, God’s 
people showed God’s power to support 
and guide them.

5. The Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit 
lives inside of Christians. How does this 
change our behavior? 
• Everyone is made in God’s image. 

We ought to respect one another and 
ourselves. We should treat each other 
with dignity, compassion, and love. 
Because we are vessels of the Holy 
Spirit, we are empowered to love with 
God’s love.  

6. How can you encourage someone who is 
suffering and ready to give up hope? 
• We can offer encouragement from 

God’s Word. Jesus will return to restore 
the whole earth and provide a perfect 
place for us to live and worship him 
forever. We face difficult times with 
hope because of Jesus’ promises.

Group C
1. How did rebuilding the temple bring glory 

to God?
• God’s people were determined to 

rebuild the temple so they could 
worship God. Seeing the temple rebuilt 
showed God’s faithfulness. Hundreds 
of years later, God would send Jesus to 
dwell among his people so they would 
no longer need the temple.

2. The Bible tells us that we are God’s 
temple. How should that impact the way 
we relate to one another or see ourselves?
• We are in Christ and our bodies are the 

temple of the Holy Spirit. We should 
honor our bodies and treat others with 
respect. 

3. Why is God the best foundation for our 
lives?
• Scripture tells us that Jesus Christ is the 

only firm foundation. All other ground is 
sinking sand.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

• We see God’s faithfulness throughout 
this story. The workers found God’s 
Word on a scroll, God changed a 
king’s heart, and God sent leaders to 
encourage his people. God deserves 
our  worship and celebration. 

2. Why did God’s people want to rebuild the 
temple? 
• God’s people were excited about 

rebuilding the temple so they could 
worship him. You can  see they had one 
focus: God. When people questioned 
them, they kept on building so they 
could celebrate the one true God. 

3. Why do you think we go to church? 
4. How has the church helped your 

understanding of and love for Jesus?

Prayer

Dear God, you work all things together for 
our good and for your glory. Help us to see 
your glory in our broken world. Help us to 
believe that whatever the circumstances, 
you are good. Thank you for sending your 
Son Jesus to be with us. Thank you for the 
gift of the Holy Spirit that now is inside our 
own hearts. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.
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