
Bible Passage: Zechariah

Personal Preparation

At last! God’s people returned to Jerusalem, 
Zechariah was a priest who had been born in 
Babylon. He had returned to Jerusalem with 
Zerubbabel. At this time, the prophet Haggai 
was bringing God’s message to his people. 
The Judean exiles were struggling to finish 
rebuilding God’s temple. In fact, several years 
had passed without progress on the temple 
when God called Zechariah to prophesy to his 
people. 

Zechariah’s message was twofold: first, look 
back and remember the past. Second, look 
forward and prepare for the future. God 
wanted his people to learn from the mistakes 
of their parents and grandparents who had 
ignored the prophets’ warnings. Zechariah set 
out to encourage the people. 

The Book of Zechariah is organized into eight 
visions, four messages, and two oracles. 
The visions Zechariah saw each symbolized 
something God would do—such as rebuild 
Jerusalem, judge Israel’s enemies, and remove 
national sin (Zech. 1–6). A couple of years later, 
God spoke to Zechariah again. This time, God 
spoke four messages to respond to a question 
the people had about fasting (Zech. 7:3). 
 
In the last six chapters, Zechariah changed 
the subject to the future of God’s kingdom. 
Chapters 9–12 are rich with Messianic 
prophecy; the words are quoted often in the 
New Testament. Compare Zechariah 9:9 with 
John 12:15; Zechariah 11:13 with Matthew 27:9; 
and Zechariah 12:10 with John 19:37. 

As you teach about Zechariah, emphasize 
God’s promise: “A king is coming.” Zechariah’s 

visions were significant to the reality of God’s 
people at that time, but a greater reality 
awaited. Zechariah pointed to Jesus, the 
coming deliverer who would be struck and 
pierced to take away sin. God would deal with 
his people’s enemies. He would cleanse his 
people. “They will call on my name, and I will 
answer them; I will say, ‘They are my people,’ 
and they will say, ‘The LORD is our God’” (Zech. 
13:9). Under the rule of King Jesus, our future 
is incredibly bright.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group. This is the last week with this 
memory verse.

Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says 
the Lord. “They are plans for good and 
not for disaster, to give you a future and 
a hope.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Zechariah said the Messiah is coming.
2. Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father and 

fulfills what the prophets spoke.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

God’s people had been taken captive by the 
nation of Babylon for 70 years as punishment 
for their sin. The people had turned their 
backs on God, but God hadn’t turned his 
back on them. God remained faithful even 

Volume 6, Unit 17, Lesson 4: Zechariah the Prophet

Gospel Project



when Israel was unfaithful to him. At the 
end of the 70 years, God kept his promise 
to bring his people home with instructions to 
rebuild the temple. God’s people rebuilt the 
temple to glorify God. Building wasn’t always 
easy, and sometimes the people needed to 
be encouraged. God sent them Zechariah, a 
prophet who heard the Word of the Lord and 
shared it with the people. Today, we’ll learn 
that Zechariah said the Messiah was coming.

Play the video for the lesson titled “Zechariah 
the Prophet.”

Bible Lesson
Have you ever felt something was impossible? 
God’s people felt that way about finishing 
the temple. They’d been away from their 
home for 70 years, and now they were back 
in Jerusalem with this huge construction 
project. It was really hard work, and their 
enemies didn’t want them to succeed. Life 
had been hard for the people for a long time, 
so Zechariah’s message of encouragement 
came at just the right time. 

Zechariah reminded the Israelites of the 
sin that led to their exile in the first place. 
He also encouraged the people not to 
be like their ancestors who turned away 
from God. Zechariah said the Messiah was 
coming. God’s people had been waiting for 
generations for the promised Savior to come. 

In fact, God’s promise to send the Messiah 
goes all the way back to the garden of Eden. 
As the Lord was sending Adam and Eve away 
after they sinned, he promised that one day, 
a Savior would come to destroy the serpent. 
This was the same Savior that Zechariah said 
was coming. This message gave the people 
great hope. Have you ever been discouraged 
and needed to hear some good news? That’s 
just what Zechariah did for the Israelites. 

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 

Velcro pictures. Mention that this is the last 
week with this memory verse.

Christ Connection

The people may have thought that the Savior 
was coming right away, but it would actually 
be another 400 years before Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem. When Jesus came to earth, he 
wasn’t the kind of king the people expected. 
They thought the promised Messiah would 
be a strong political leader. Instead, Jesus 
was a humble king riding on a donkey. 

God was going to help his people and give 
them a different kind of king. Jesus is the 
King that Zechariah had spoken about. 
Because Zechariah’s prophecy came true in 
Jesus, we can have hope and forgiveness of 
sins when we trust in Jesus.

Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the gospel with the individuals, and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the gospel could mean for 
their lives. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on Zechariah 
the prophet.Today’s episode asks why God 
waited so long to send Jesus to earth.)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who encouraged the people of Jerusalem 

to continue following God? Zechariah/
prophets

2. How did God communicate to Zechariah? 
Visions/dreams

3. What did God tell Zechariah to collect 
from the people to make crowns? Gold 
and silver

4. What did God say the ultimate king of the 
world be riding in on? Donkey

5. Who is the king that Zechariah was telling 
the people about? The Messiah/Jesus
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Group B
1. What did a prophet do? 

• Shared God’s message with the people 
2. What did God tell Zechariah to collect 

from the people? 
• Silver and gold to make a crown for 

Joshua (Zech. 6:9)  
3. What was the special message of hope to 

God’s people?
• Zechariah said the Messiah was coming 

(Zech. 9:9).
4. Why do you think God spoke this message 

of hope through Zechariah? 
• The Israelites were struggling in 

rebuilding the temple and finding their 
identity as a people. The Israelites 
needed to be reminded that God cared 
for them and they were his chosen 
people.

5. How can we be encouraged to obey God 
even when life is difficult? 
• God has given us hope for a future 

eternity with him, but we also get to be 
part of his kingdom here on this earth. 
Our obedience flows out of our love for 
him and for what he has done for us.  

6. How do we know Jesus is the Messiah? 
• Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, and 

God showed other people that Jesus 
is the Messiah. Jesus perfectly fulfilled 
Old Testament prophecies, such as 
those found in today’s story, and he did 
miracles to prove his identity as God’s 
Son. Jesus perfectly obeyed all the law, 
showing us exactly who God is.

Group C
1. What was the main message Zechariah 

came to deliver?
• Zechariah said the Messiah was 

coming. Jesus was coming to be the 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and Prince 
of Peace.

2. Describe a time when you tried to do the 
right thing when everyone around you 
was doing the wrong thing.
• Invite the group to share. Zechariah had 

some stern messages for those who 
disobeyed God. God told the people 
to return to him. God calls us today to 
come near to him and turn away from 
sin. 

3. How can we be encouraged to obey God 
even when it’s difficult?
• Obeying God may not always be the 

popular choice, but it is always the 
right choice. God must punish sin. We 
show we love God when we obey his 
commands.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

• Zechariah was faithful to tell God’s 
people that God was going to help them 
and send them a King forever. Jesus 
was coming, and he is the perfect king 
and prophet. 

2. How many visions did Zechariah see? 
What did they mean? 
• Zechariah saw eight visions. The 

horsemen meant the Lord would 
punish his enemies, the Lord’s house 
would be rebuilt, and his cities would 
be blessed again. The four horns and 
craftsmen meant Israel’s enemies 
would be defeated. The man with a 
measuring tape meant God would be 
a wall of protection around Jerusalem. 
Joshua the high priest meant God’s 
people would rebuild the temple, and 
God would remove their guilt. The gold 
lampstand meant all the Lord’s plans 
would happen because of his Spirit. 
The flying scroll meant there would be 
a curse on everyone who disobeyed 
God. The woman in a basket meant 
those who worshiped false gods would 
be taken away. The four chariots meant 
God’s anger and wrath would be 
calmed. 

3. Why do you think God waited so long to 
send Jesus? 

4. How could waiting for something be 
better than getting it right  away?

Prayer

Dear God, Jesus is the king we need. Thank 
you for keeping your promise when you sent 
your one and only Son, Jesus, as our Messiah. 
Help us share the great news of Jesus with 
others. Amen.
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