
Bible Passage: Nehemiah 8–13

Personal Preparation

Ezra was a priest in Babylon at the end of the 
exile. More than 50 years after the first group 
of exiles returned to Jerusalem and completed 
and dedicated the temple, Ezra led a second 
group back to Jerusalem. 

Just as God had been with Nehemiah, He was 
with Ezra—granting him favor with the Persian 
king. The king gave Ezra permission to go to 
Jerusalem. He provided Ezra with a letter and 
access to resources to ensure safe travel. (See 
Ezra 7:11-26.) 

Ezra traveled to Jerusalem with a purpose. 
God’s people had spent 70 years in exile, 
and they needed to be reminded how to live. 
As a scribe, Ezra was an expert on the law of 
Moses, and he had “determined in his heart to 
study the law of the Lord, obey it, and teach its 
statutes and ordinances in Israel” (Ezra 7:10). 

Under Nehemiah’s leadership, the people 
had rebuilt Jerusalem’s walls. They gathered 
together at the Water Gate to hear the law of 
Moses read aloud. Men, women, and children—
anyone who could understand—came to listen 
to the reading of God’s Word. 

From early morning until midday, Ezra read 
from the book of the law of Moses. He stood 
on a high wooden platform where everyone 
could see and hear him. Ezra opened the book 
of the law, and everyone stood up. The Levites 
helped the listeners understand the words of 
the law. The people reacted strongly to hearing 
and understanding the law of Moses. Verse 9 
says the people wept. The law revealed their 
sin, and they repented. 

God’s Word is powerful. The law reveals our 
sin and how we fall short of meeting God’s 
standard. As you teach the children, help them 
recognize we cannot meet God’s requirements. 
We need a Savior. God sent Jesus to obey the 
law perfectly and die for our sins. We can trust 
in him for salvation.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

1 Peter 5:10 NLT
“In his kindness God called you to share in 
his eternal glory by means of Christ Jesus. 
So after you have suffered a little while, 
he will restore, support, and strengthen 
you, and he will place you on a firm 
foundation.”

Points of Emphasis

1. God’s people repented and promised to 
be faithful. 

2. God is in control of everything in heaven 
and on earth.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

We have been learning about the time 
when God’s people were in exile in Babylon 
and when God allowed them to return to 
Jerusalem. We have learned that God made 
Esther a queen to protect His people. Several 
years later, God brought his people out 
of exile and helped them to return to their 
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own land. God used Nehemiah to rebuild 
Jerusalem’s walls. Today we are going to 
hear about when God’s people repented and 
promised to be faithful.

Play the video for the lesson titled “God’s 
People Repented.”

Bible Lesson

When Ezra read the Word of God to the 
people it was as if he was holding up a mirror 
for all the people. As they listened to the 
laws that God had given to his people, they 
realized they had disobeyed God. Their sin 
made them very sad. How do you feel when 
you know you have done something wrong? 
God’s people repented and promised to be 
faithful. They wanted to obey God because 
they loved him. 

One surprising part of the story was Ezra’s 
response to the people’s sadness. Ezra told 
the people not to be sad, but to celebrate 
instead. You see, feeling sad about sin is 
normal, and often that is the right way to 
feel. But when we know we have sinned, and 
we repent, we can also feel joy knowing that 
God has forgiven us and loves us. When we 
repent, God is ready to make us new and 
give us clean hearts. That is wonderful news! 

When we repent and trust in Jesus, we’re 
adopted into God’s family! We don’t need to 
feel guilty or ashamed of our sin, because 
God takes our sin away. We will still feel sad 
sometimes, but we can also take comfort in 
God’s goodness to us. Now, we obey God 
out of our deep love for him. We know that 
we are imperfect and we will still choose 
sin sometimes, but because of Jesus we are 
forgiven and set free from sin. 

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

God’s Word is powerful. When Ezra read 
God’s Word, the people loved God more 
and changed their ways. The Bible says that 
Jesus is “the Word.” Jesus is God who came 
to live with people on earth. Jesus has the 
power to change our hearts. 

That reminds me of our big picture question. 
Who is in control of everything? God is in 
control of everything in heaven and on earth. 
God has the power to change our hearts. 
That’s not something we can do on our own. 
We are completely dependent on God to be 
at work in us and to give us faith in him.

Review Questions
Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video. Prompt kids to think about confessing 
sins. Guide them to discuss why God wants 
us to tell Him that we are sorry.

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who read God’s Word to all of the people? 

Ezra
2. How did the people respond when they 

heard God’s Word? They cried.
3. What did the people do when they got 

home? Ate food with neighbors.

Group B
1. Who read God’s Word to all of the people? 

• Ezra (Neh. 8:2)
2. How did the people respond when they 

heard God’s words?
• They cried. (Neh. 8:9)

3. What did Ezra tell the people to do when 
they got home? 
• Prepare a feast and share with their 

neighbors. (Neh. 8:10) 
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4. Why do you think the people responded 
to the Word of God by crying? 
• The people realized they had sinned 

against God. Their sin separated them 
from God, which made them very sad. 
(Isa. 59:2) 

5. Why did God want the people to celebrate 
instead? 
• He restored them to their land and 

revealed their sin so they could repent 
and obey him. Their celebration 
honored God’s work. 

6. What can you do when you realize you 
have sinned? 
• When we sin we must confess our sin 

and repent. To repent means to turn 
away from sin and turn to Jesus. (Acts 
3:19)

Group C
1. How did the Israelites’ view of God’s Word 

help them make the right choice?
• They respected God’s Word and trusted 

that it was true, even when it showed 
they needed to repent and make 
changes in their lives. (2 Tim. 3:16-17)

2. How does God’s Word change us today?
• The Bible is inspired by God and can be 

used to teach, rebuke, correct, and train 
people to follow God. We can respect, 
follow, and trust the Bible because it 
comes from God. 

3. What are some ways people should 
respond to God’s Word today?
• They responded physically by kneeling, 

but they also responded spiritually by 
repenting and turning away from bad 
choices and turning toward God. (Rom. 
15:4)

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. How did Israel’s view of God’s Word help 

them make the right choice? 
• They respected God’s Word and trusted 

that it was true, even when it showed 
they needed to repent and make 
changes in their lives. (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

2. How does God’s Word change us today? 
• The Bible is inspired by God and can be 

used to teach, rebuke, correct, and train 
people to follow God. We can respect, 
follow, and trust the Bible because it 
comes from God. (Neh. 8:5–6) 

3.  What should you do when you’ve done 
something wrong?

4. Why is it often hard to confess that we’ve 
done something wrong?

Prayer

God, we are so thankful for your Word. You 
have shown us who you are and what you are 
like within the pages of the Bible. It’s such a 
gift that we are able to read it and know you 
better. We pray that as we read your Word, 
we would be changed. Transform us into the 
image of Jesus. Help us to love you more 
each day, and may our obedience flow out of 
our love for you. Amen.

6.18.3



6.18.3


