
Bible Passage: Luke 2

Personal Preparation

After the angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah 
and predicted the birth of John—the forerunner 
of the Messiah—he appeared to Mary and 
predicted that she too would have a baby. This 
baby would be named Jesus, and he would 
be God’s Son. Gabriel said, “He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Highest . . . 
His kingdom will have no end” (Luke 1:32-33). 
Mary visited Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, 
who was pregnant with John. Inside the womb, 
John leaped for joy in the presence of Mary’s 
unborn baby. 

Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth. When 
Caesar Augustus called for a census, they 
traveled to Bethlehem—the very place the 
Messiah was prophesied to be born (Micah 
5:2). There, in a stable, God the Son entered 
the world as a baby. 
Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel 
of the Lord suddenly appeared. The Bible says 
that they were terrified! But the angel brought 
them good news: “Today in the city of David a 
Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord” (Luke 2:11). This Savior—the long-
awaited deliverer and redeemer—had come. 
Not only did Jesus come into the world as the 
Savior, but he also came as our King. Some 
time after Jesus’ birth, wise men came to 
worship Jesus. They brought him gifts suitable 
for a king–gold, frankincense, and myrrh. As 
King, Jesus will rule forever, just as God had 
promised King David (2 Sam. 7). 
When you share this story with the individuals, 
remind them that Jesus came because we 
needed him. The purpose of Jesus’ birth was 
twofold: to bring glory to God and to make 
peace between God and those who trust in 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. Celebrating 
the birth of Jesus is about rejoicing over the 
greatest gift we could ever receive. God’s own 
Son came to earth to be our Savior and King.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

John 1:1-2
“In the beginning, was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Jesus was born to be God’s promised 
Savior.

2. As the Son of God, Jesus is both fully God 
and fully human.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

Two weeks ago, we learned that Jesus’ 
family line proves he is the Messiah. God 
had promised to send a Rescuer through 
Abraham’s family to be born into David’s 
family as an eternal King. Last week, we 
learned about the birth of John, whom God 
used to fulfill Malachi’s prophecy that a 
messenger would come before the Messiah. 
John was born to prepare the way for Jesus. 
This week, we will learn why Jesus was born 
as a human.
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Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus was 
Born.”

Bible Lesson

God always proves himself faithful. Time 
and time again, God told his people that the 
Messiah was coming. Despite their continued 
sin and inability to obey, God remained 
faithful and kept his promise to send Jesus. 
Despite our inability to earn God’s love, he 
still loves us. God would have been justified 
and righteous to choose not to save people 
lost in sin, but instead, he chose to send his 
only Son to become a human like us. Jesus 
is the King of kings, but he came to earth as 
a humble baby to ordinary people, and he 
was visited by lowly shepherds. Everything 
about this story seems backward from what 
people might have expected. A king born 
in a manger? The Creator and King of the 
universe in a helpless human body? Is Jesus 
God or a human? As the Son of God, Jesus 
is both fully God and fully human. God’s 
faithfulness does not have to meet our 
expectations, and it is always much better 
than we could imagine. Jesus did not come 
to be served, but to serve. Jesus was born to 
be God’s promised Savior.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was 
not an ordinary baby. He is God’s Son, sent 
to earth from heaven. Jesus, the promised 
Savior, came into the world to deliver us 
from sin and death. Although he is fully God, 
the Bible tells us that he humbled himself to 
become fully human. He humbled himself 
not just to become human, but to die the 
death we deserved. When we trust in Jesus, 

God forgives our sins and gives us eternal 
life with him. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion, “Jesus Was 
Born.” Today’s episode asks “My friend said 
Jesus was just a good teacher but not God. 
How do we know that God was really the 
Messiah?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Where did Mary and Joseph travel to? 

Bethlehem
2. Who was laid in a manger? Jesus
3. Who were Jesus’ first visitors? The 

shepherds
4. Who sang for Jesus’ birth? Angels

Group B
1. Why did Mary and Joseph travel to 

Bethlehem? 
• To be registered in the census

2. Why was Jesus laid in a manger? 
• There was no guest room available 

3. Who were Jesus’ first visitors? 
• Shepherds

4. Why was Jesus’ birth so incredible? 
• Jesus’ arrival had the angel choirs 

proclaiming his birth—and the 
miraculous nature of Jesus’ full divinity 
wrapped in full humanity. Remind 
individuals that Jesus the Messiah had 
been promised to come for thousands 
of years, and God is faithful to keep his 
promises.

5. Why is it important that Jesus came as a 
human baby? 
• Help participants understand that God’s 

plan to destroy sin required a perfect 
sacrifice. Jesus’ birth as a human meant 
that he could grow up and lay down 
his life for us. He could live the perfect 
human life we are unable to live and die 
the kind of death we deserve. Jesus’ 
full humanity is why he could die to 
save humans. 
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6. Why is it important that Jesus remained 
God?
• Jesus’ nature as fully God is what 

allowed him to bear the weight of 
God’s punishment for sin in a human 
body. The complete power of God 
in Jesus also gave him the power to 
reject temptation and live a perfectly 
sinless life. Jesus was born to be God’s 
promised Savior. He was born fully 
human and did not stop being fully 
God. Jesus is the only Savior; no one is 
like him. Jesus grew up, never sinned, 
and died for our sin. On the third day, 
he rose again to defeat sin and death. 

Group C
1. Why do you think Jesus was born in such 

a humble way rather than in a palace to a 
wealthy family?
• Jesus can relate to ordinary people 

because of his upbringing. He gave up 
his glory and power in heaven to live 
humbly among people. Jesus’ birth 
reflects how his kingdom’s values differ 
from the world’s values. We can boldly 
and humbly approach his throne in 
prayer.

2. Why was Jesus’ birth good news?
• Jesus came because we needed 

him. God showed his love for us by 
sending his Son into the world. We 
were separated from God because of 
our sins, but God was working out his 
promise to rescue sinners through the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

3. Why should we tell others about Jesus? 
• Salvation through Jesus brings the 

privilege and responsibility of sharing 
the gospel with the world. God calls us 
to live as witnesses to the saving power 
of Jesus—in what we say and how we 
live.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• As the Son of God, Jesus is both fully 
God and fully human. God the Son 
became a human, lived the perfect 
life we failed to live, and took the 
punishment we deserve for our sins by 
dying on the cross in our place.

2. Why was Mary’s baby called Jesus?
• The name Jesus means “Savior.” Jesus 

was born to be God’s promised Savior!
3. Why do you think Jesus was born in such 

a humble way rather than in a palace to a 
wealthy family?
• Jesus can relate to ordinary people 

because of his upbringing. He gave up 
his glory and power in heaven to live 
humbly among people. Jesus’ birth 
reflects how his kingdom’s values differ 
from the world’s values. We can boldly 
and humbly approach his throne in 
prayer.

4. Why was Jesus’ birth good news?
• Help participants understand that Jesus 

came because we needed him. God 
showed his love for us by sending his 
Son into the world. We were separated 
from God because of our sins, but God 
was working out his promise to rescue 
sinners through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. (Option: choose 
a volunteer to read John 3:16.)

5. Why should we tell others about Jesus?
• Salvation through Jesus brings the 

privilege and responsibility of sharing 
the gospel with the world. God calls us 
to live as witnesses to the saving power 
of Jesus—in what we say and how we 
live.

Prayer

God, thank you for the greatest gift. Thank 
you for Jesus coming to earth so we could 
spend forever with you. Thank you for giving 
us our Savior. Amen.
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