
Bible Passage: Luke 2

Personal Preparation

God had chosen Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ 
earthly parents. Mary and Joseph named their 
baby Jesus, obeying God in faith that salvation 
had indeed come into the world (Matt. 1:21). 
When the time came for Jesus to be dedicated 
and Mary to be purified, Mary and Joseph took 
Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem. 

According to the law given to Moses, after 
a woman gave birth, she was “unclean” and 
would observe a period of purification. Then 
she would bring an offering to the priest (Lev. 
12:1-6). Jesus was about five weeks old when 
Mary and Joseph dedicated him to the Lord 
and offered the required sacrifice. 

Simeon was also at the temple that day, not 
by mere coincidence but by the Holy Spirit’s 
leading (Luke 2:27). Simeon spent his life 
serving the Lord and looked forward to the day 
when God would keep his promise to comfort 
Israel (Isa. 57:18). God promised Simeon he 
would live long enough to see the Messiah. 
That day had finally come. Imagine his joy. At 
last, the Savior was here! 

Simeon saw the baby Jesus, took him in his 
arms, and praised God. Simeon expressed 
prophetic praise, trusting by faith that God 
would keep his promise through this child: “My 
eyes have seen your salvation” (Luke 2:30). 
Through Jesus, everyone would be able to 
see God’s plan. Jesus would be a light for all 
nations. He would bring honor to Israel. 

Anna, a prophetess, also praised God. At 
well over a hundred years old, Anna began 
to speak about Jesus to everyone who was 
looking forward to God’s salvation. 

Today, we can have faith in Jesus and his 
finished work on the cross for our salvation. 
When God opens our eyes to the good news 
of the gospel, we can live and die in peace, 
for our eyes have seen his salvation. We can 
joyfully share this good news with others.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

John 1:1-2
“In the beginning, was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Simeon and Anna worshiped Jesus as the 
Messiah.

2. As the Son of God, Jesus is both fully God 
and fully human.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

In the Bible story we are going to hear today, 
Jesus was still a baby. Let’s review what we’ve 
learned about Jesus so far. First, we learned 
about Jesus’ family. Jesus’ family line proves 
he is the Messiah. Before Jesus came into 
the world, John the Baptist was born. God 
had a plan for John’s life. John was born to 
prepare the way for Jesus. Then, at just the 
right time, Jesus was born. Why was Jesus 
born? Jesus was born to be God’s promised 
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Savior. When Jesus was about five weeks old, 
his earthly parents—Mary and Joseph—took 
him to the temple to be dedicated. That’s our 
Bible story today: “Jesus Was Dedicated.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus Was 
Dedicated.”

Bible Lesson

Mary and Joseph obeyed the laws God had 
given his people about how to present a 
baby at the temple. Jesus’ parents knew 
Jesus was God’s Son and were committed 
to raising him the way God said to raise 
children. Jesus’ whole life perfectly fulfilled 
God’s laws even when he was just a baby! 
It’s also interesting to see that Simeon found 
Jesus in the temple because God’s Spirit led 
him there. God told Simeon that he would 
live to see the day the Messiah arrived, and 
God is always faithful. Simeon praised God 
and declared the truth about Jesus: he would 
save people from sin. The nation of Israel 
had been waiting for years and years to see 
the Messiah, but not everyone lived to meet 
him. What a special feeling that must have 
been for Simeon. After Anna met Jesus, she 
began to tell those around her about Jesus. 
She understood God’s faithfulness too. The 
people had been waiting for salvation, and 
the One who would provide it had finally 
arrived. Simeon and Anna worshiped Jesus 
as the Messiah. Simeon and Anna did not just 
understand who Jesus was; they told others 
about him and what he would do. Throughout 
the Old Testament, God promised the arrival 
of a king who would redeem his people.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

Throughout the Old Testament, God promised 
the arrival of a king who would redeem his 

people. When Jesus arrived, Simeon and 
Anna knew he was the promised Messiah. 
Today, we have faith that Jesus is God’s Son. 
We can trust Jesus for our salvation, and like 
Simeon and Anna, we should share the good 
news. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion, “Jesus Was 
Dedicated.”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who was dedicated at the temple? Jesus
2. Who was led to the temple? Simeon
3. Who met Jesus and told others about 

him? Anna

Group B
1. Why did Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to 

the temple as a baby? 
• To dedicate him according to God’s law 

(Luke 2:22-23)
2. Why did Simeon say “You can let me die 

now”? 
• Simeon had seen God fulfill his promise 

to send the Messiah 
3. Whom did Anna tell about Jesus? 

• Those who had been waiting on the 
Lord’s salvation (Luke 2:38)

4. How would Jesus provide salvation? 
• Think about Jesus’ death on the cross. 

The fair payment of sin is death, and 
Jesus died in our place. He took on the 
punishment of God’s anger toward sin 
and died. Then he rose again to prove 
his sacrifice was enough.

5. What are ways people might respond to 
Jesus? 
• Discuss the reactions of Simeon and 

Anna, who were excited and happy and 
told others about Jesus. Then discuss 
why some people might not believe 
the good news, or might feel it is too 
good (or they are too bad) to accept 
the gospel as true. Point out that some 
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people may think they know Jesus but 
never have a real relationship with him. 

6. What other promises has God given us?
• God has promised salvation to everyone 

who trusts in Jesus. He has promised 
to send Jesus back to fix everything sin 
has broken. He has promised to give us 
new life, joy, and peace through Jesus. 
Help them understand that he has not 
promised an easy life. Simeon and Anna 
worshiped Jesus as the Messiah. Jesus 
is the Messiah, and we can worship him 
too. 

Group C
1. Name the four gospels.

• Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
2. Why did Mary and Joseph dedicate 

Jesus? Why do some parents dedicate 
their children today?
• Mary and Joseph wanted to obey God’s 

law by dedicating their Son. Sometimes, 
parents today dedicate their children as 
a way to recognize that children belong 
to the Lord.

3. What does a life lived for God look like? 
How should the life of someone who 
trusts in Jesus as Lord and Savior differ 
from the life of someone who doesn’t? 
• The life of a believer should be marked 

by the work of the Holy Spirit in that 
person’s life. The Holy Spirit grows us 
to become more like Christ. A believer 
recognizes Jesus as King and repents 
of sin. Differences are not always 
obvious, but unbelievers lack the Holy 
Spirit and are unrepentant.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• Jesus was born to be God’s promised 
Savior. When Jesus was about five 
weeks old, his earthly parents—Mary 
and Joseph—took him to the temple 
to be dedicated. God’s law in the Old 
Testament said that every firstborn male 
was to be dedicated to the Lord. Mary 
and Joseph wanted to obey God’s law.

2. How did Simeon know Jesus would be at 
the temple?
• The Holy Spirit led Simeon to the 

temple. Simeon had been waiting for 
God to keep his promise to rescue 
his people from sin. In fact, God had 
revealed to Simeon that Simeon would 
see the Messiah in his lifetime. That day 
had finally come! Simeon took Jesus in 
his arms and praised God.

3. Why did Mary and Joseph dedicate 
Jesus? Why do some parents dedicate 
their children today?
• Mary and Joseph wanted to obey God’s 

law by dedicating their son. Sometimes, 
parents today dedicate their children as 
a way to recognize that children belong 
to the Lord.

4. What does a life lived for God look like? 
How should the life of someone who 
trusts in Jesus as Lord and Savior differ 
from the life of someone who doesn’t?
• The life of a believer should be marked 

by the work of the Holy Spirit in that 
person’s life. The Holy Spirit grows us 
to become more like Christ. A believer 
recognizes Jesus as King and repents 
of sin. Differences are not always 
obvious, but unbelievers lack the Holy 
Spirit and are unrepentant.

Prayer

God, thank you for giving us the Bible so we 
can learn about Jesus. Thank you for Jesus 
saving us from our sin. Amen.
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