
Bible Passage: Matthew 2; Luke 2

Personal Preparation

Personal Preparation: The Gospel of Luke 
records just two narratives about Jesus’ 
childhood: his dedication (Luke 2:21-40) and 
his visit to the temple when he was 12 years 
old. The Gospel of Matthew includes another 
story: a visit from some wise men. These 
stories of Jesus as a child set the stage for 
Jesus’ ministry as an adult. 

After Jesus was born, God put a star in the sky 
as a sign. Wise men from the east followed the 
star to Jerusalem, looking for a new king. They 
found Jesus, who was probably one or two 
years old, in Bethlehem, and they worshiped 
him as King. Later, Jesus and his family settled 
in Nazareth, where Jesus grew up. 

In Bible times, a Jewish boy became a man 
at 13. His father would train him to take on 
all the responsibilities of adulthood—social 
and spiritual. Joseph was a carpenter, and he 
likely trained Jesus in his trade. When Mary 
and Joseph went to Jerusalem to celebrate 
Passover, Joseph might have taken Jesus, 
who was about 12, around the city to teach him 
the significance of the temple and to explain 
the purpose of the Passover feast. 

Jesus’ parents headed home after the feast. 
They assumed Jesus was among their traveling 
companions, but he wasn’t. Jesus had stayed 
behind at the temple. A full day passed before 
Mary and Joseph noticed Jesus was missing. 
They hurried back to Jerusalem and finally 
found him at the temple. Jesus asked his 
mother, “Didn’t you know that I had to be in 
My Father’s house?” Mary and Joseph did not 
understand. But Jesus is God’s Son, and it was 

necessary that he honor his true Father. In all 
this, Jesus did not sin. 

The Bible does not give many details about 
Jesus’ childhood, but we know that as Jesus 
got older, He grew “in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with God and with people” (Luke 2:52). 
Jesus carried out God’s plan to reconcile the 
world to Himself. (2 Cor. 5:19)

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

John 1:1-2
“In the beginning, was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Even as a child, Jesus wanted to do his 
Father’s plan.

2. As the Son of God, Jesus is both fully God 
and fully human.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

In today’s Bible story, we’ll hear about Jesus 
as a small child and also as a 12-year-old. 
Let’s review what we’ve learned about Jesus 
so far. First, we learned about Jesus’ family. 
Jesus’ family line proves he is the Messiah. 
Before Jesus came into the world, John the 
Baptist was born. God had a plan for John’s 
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life. John was born to prepare the way for 
Jesus. Then, at just the right time, Jesus was 
born. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to 
be God’s promised Savior. When Jesus was 
about five weeks old, his earthly parents—
Mary and Joseph—took him to the temple 
to be dedicated. At the temple, Simeon and 
Anna worshiped Jesus as the Messiah. So 
what happened between the time Jesus 
was dedicated and the time he was a grown 
man? Listen to today’s Bible story: “Jesus As 
a Child.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus As 
a Child.”

Bible Lesson

In any other circumstances, a mom and dad 
would probably be very worried if strangers 
showed up at their door with presents for 
their child. But Jesus was not an ordinary 
child. The wise men understood who he was 
and offered great treasures to worship him. 
And we see more clearly who Jesus is from 
the next part of the story. Some of you may 
have had scary situations where you got 
separated from your parents in a crowded 
place. It can feel terrifying—especially for a 
parent. Imagine how Mary and Joseph might 
have felt. God had given them the important 
job of raising the Messiah, and they left 
Jerusalem without him! But remember, 
Jesus was no ordinary child. While you or I 
might have been afraid or gotten ourselves 
into trouble without parents around, Jesus 
was in the temple discussing God with the 
teachers of the law! The Bible tells us that 
everyone there was amazed by Jesus’ ability 
to understand the Scriptures. Even as a child, 
Jesus wanted to do his Father’s plan. He 
understood all along that he would glorify 
God by obeying God’s plans.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 

the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.
*This is the last lesson of each unit, mention 
that this is the last week with this memory 
verse*

Christ Connection

God sent Jesus to earth with a purpose. Even 
as a child, Jesus wanted to honor God. God 
blessed Jesus as he got ready to follow his 
Father’s plan: to die on the cross and rescue 
people from sin. When we trust in Jesus, 
God forgives our sin and makes us part of his 
family. When we trust God, he will use us in 
amazing ways to spread the good news. That 
is his plan for believers, and we can all be a 
part of it. 

Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the gospel with the individuals, and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the Gospel could mean for 
their lives.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion, “Jesus As 
a Child.” Today’s episode asks, “I want to tell 
others about Jesus. But I get nervous. What 
can I say?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Where did Mary & Joseph travel for the 

passover each year? Jerusalem
2. Where did they find Jesus after they 

couldn’t find him for three days? At the 
temple/his Father’s house 

3. How long was jesus “missing”? 3 days

Group B
1. Why did Mary and Joseph travel to 

Jerusalem each year? 
• For the Passover (Luke 2:41)

2. How long did it take Mary and Joseph to 
find Jesus? 
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• Three days 
3. What about Jesus astounded people? 

• His understanding and his answers
4. Why do you think Jesus’ understanding 

and wisdom were so surprising? 
• Jesus would have seemed like an 

ordinary 12-year-old to people around 
him. Jesus is fully God and fully human. 
Jesus was able to understand and 
explain God’s Word as one who had 
studied it for many years, despite his 
young age.

5. Why do you think Jesus said it was 
necessary for him to be in his Father’s 
house? 
• Jesus’ Father is God. Jesus is God the 

Son, and he knew God’s plans for his 
life: to make the way for sinners to have 
eternal life. Jesus understood that he 
would need to rely on God’s power to 
obey him, and Jesus wanted to obey 
God always.

6. How can we live out God’s plans for us?
• God’s plan for all believers is for us to 

glorify him by loving others, obeying 
him out of love, and sharing the gospel 
throughout the earth. We can live 
on mission no matter where we are. 
Even as a child, Jesus wanted to do 
his Father’s plan. He perfectly obeyed 
his earthly parents and all of God’s 
commands, eventually dying for our sin. 

Group C
1. Who does God want us to honor and why?

• Like Jesus, we should seek to honor 
God. God also commands us to honor 
our parents. We should also honor 
other believers. The Bible says we 
should outdo one another in showing 
honor.

2. How can we grow in wisdom and 
obedience to God?

• We grow through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. We should read the Bible 
consistently, pray, and spend time in 
fellowship with other believers.

3. How can God use you in his kingdom 
even while you are young? 
• Discuss ways individuals can share 

ideas of ways they can serve God when 
they are young. God can use anyone 
who is willing to obey him. God’s plan 
for us is better than any plan we can 
imagine for ourselves. We can rely on 
the Holy Spirit to lead us as we follow 
Jesus.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• God sent Jesus to earth with a purpose. 
Jesus called the temple his Father’s 
house. Even as a child, Jesus wanted 
to do his Father’s plan.

2. What did the teachers in the temple think 
about Jesus?
• The teachers were astonished at Jesus’ 

understanding
3. How can we grow in wisdom and 

obedience to God?
• We grow through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Encourage the individuals to read 
the Bible consistently, pray, and spend 
time in fellowship with other believers.

4. How can God use you in his kingdom 
even while you are young?
• God can use anyone who is willing to 

obey him. God’s plan for us is better than 
any plan we can imagine for ourselves. 
We can rely on the Holy Spirit to lead us 
as we follow Jesus.

Prayer

God, thank you for sending your son Jesus 
and for your Word. Please show us grace 
as we grow in wisdom and understanding. 
Amen.
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