
Bible Passage: Matthew 3; John 1; 3

Personal Preparation

Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, 
the prophets had spoken of a forerunner—
someone who would get people ready for 
Jesus (Isa. 40:3; Mal. 3:1). At just the right time, 
“John came baptizing in the wilderness and 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4). These baptisms 
were an outward sign of cleansing for people 
who had repented of their sins.
 
John’s followers were concerned when 
they saw Jesus and his disciples, who were 
baptizing people too. They came to John, who 
pointed out several things about himself and 
about Jesus. Consider these comparisons as 
John explained that Jesus was greater than 
himself. 

First, who were they? John was clear: “I am 
not the Messiah” (John 3:28). John was not the 
bridegroom, but the groom’s friend. Jesus is 
the bridegroom (John 3:29). 

Where did they come from? John was from 
the earth, and he belonged to the earth. Jesus 
comes from above and is above all (John 3:31). 
What did they do? John said, “He must 
increase, but I must decrease.” John was 
a witness to the Light (John 1:7-8). He was a 
voice in the wilderness, and Jesus is the Word 
(John 1:14,23). John the Baptist told people to 
get ready for the Messiah. He baptized with 
water, but Jesus baptized with the Spirit (John 
1:33). 

Finally, why were they here? John went before 
Jesus and rejoiced with him (John 3:28-29). 
Jesus came to give eternal life (John 3:36). 

John described his joy as being complete (John 
3:29). The One for whom he had prepared the 
people was here. The time had come for John 
to step aside and let Jesus take the spotlight. 
John’s mission was complete.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

John 3:30
“He must become greater and greater, 
and I must become less and less.”

Points of Emphasis

1. John the Baptist told people to follow 
Jesus.

2. People are special because we are made 
in God’s image, as male and female, to 
know him.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

A few weeks ago, we learned that Jesus 
obeyed God by being baptized. God 
announced his love for Jesus, and the Holy 
Spirit landed on Jesus like a dove. The Holy 
Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness where 
Satan tried to trick Jesus and make him sin. 
Jesus was tempted and never sinned. He 
remained perfect and able to be the perfect 
sacrifice. Today, we will learn about what 
John the Baptist taught about Jesus when 
Jesus began traveling around teaching, 
healing, and baptizing people.
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Play the video for the lesson titled “John 
Pointed to Jesus.”

Bible Lesson

You probably recognized a lot of this 
story because of our key passage. John 
understood that Jesus is the most important, 
and he wanted those who were following 
him to understand that too. John the Baptist 
told people to follow Jesus. One way he 
explained what it means to follow Jesus was 
by speaking about a wedding. If you go to a 
wedding, you celebrate the man and woman 
getting married. In a way, it’s also like a 
birthday party. When you go to a friend’s 
party, you know that people are celebrating 
the birthday girl or boy, not you. John was 
ready to step aside so Jesus could get the 
glory he deserves. John wanted people to 
celebrate and obey Jesus. 

How can we celebrate Jesus in our lives? 
(Allow responses.) Those are great ideas! We 
can sing praise songs to Jesus, talk to him, 
tell others about him, and give him the glory 
in everything we do. We can obey God’s 
commands, such as loving our neighbors, 
praying for our enemies, honoring our 
parents, or being baptized when we believe in 
Jesus. All of these are different and effective 
ways to celebrate and worship Jesus.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

John the Baptist told people to get ready 
for Jesus, the promised Messiah. Now that 
Jesus was on earth, John’s mission was 
complete. Jesus was greater than John, and 
John joyfully stepped aside as Jesus began 
his earthly ministry. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids 
(QFK) video to continue the discussion, “John 
Pointed to Jesus.” Today’s episode asks, “Is it 
wrong to want to be famous?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who told his followers to follow Jesus? 

John
2. Who was greater than John? Jesus 
3. What did John want his followers to do? 

Glorify God

Group B
1. What were Jesus and his disciples doing 

in the countryside? 
• Teaching and baptizing people

2. Why were John’s disciples arguing? 
• Many were starting to follow Jesus 

instead of John (John 3:26) 
3. What did John want to happen? 

• John wanted Jesus to get the glory as 
Messiah

4. Why is it good to glorify Jesus? 
• People were created by God to glorify 

God. Jesus is God the Son. When we 
glorify him in our lives, we are fulfilling 
our purpose, and it is good for us. 
Everything God does is for his glory 
and our good, including creating us to 
worship him.

5. When is it hard to glorify Jesus? 
• We all may face something that can fill 

us with pride or arrogance. Sinful pride 
makes it impossible to glorify Jesus. 
Remind the individuals that our gifts 
and talents were given by God as a 
way to glorify God. When we do well, 
we can thank God and remind other 
people about his goodness to bless us 
with talents or skills.

6. How can we learn to show humility?
• Humility is understanding who Jesus 

is. He is God’s beloved Son. He is 
the Messiah. The story of our lives is 
ultimately about him, not any of us. All 
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people are equally valuable to God 
as all people are made in his image. 
None of us are better. All of us are his 
creations. John the Baptist told people 
to follow Jesus. John wanted people 
to make Jesus the center of their lives. 
When we love and trust Jesus, we will 
want to obey and glorify him above all 
things.

Group C
1. Why did John say Jesus must increase 

and he (John) must decrease?
• With Jesus on earth, John’s mission 

was complete. Jesus was the One 
whom people had been waiting for—
the promised Messiah who would 
save people from their sins! Jesus was 
greater than John, and John joyfully 
stepped aside as Jesus began his 
earthly ministry.

2. Who deserves fame and glory in our own 
lives—us or God? Why?
• Even when you work hard to accomplish 

something great, you can give God 
glory because he made you and gives 
you special talents and abilities. There 
are ways we can make Jesus famous 
instead of trying to make a great name 
for ourselves.

3. How can we point others to Jesus? 
• We can tell people directly about Jesus, 

and we can also show kindness and 
have peace in a way that shows we 
trust Jesus with our lives and our future.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• Hundreds of years before Jesus was 
born, the prophets had spoken of a 
forerunner—someone  who would get 
people ready for Jesus (Isa. 40:3; Mal. 
3:1). At just the right time, God kept his 
promise. John the Baptist told people to 
follow Jesus. He said that Jesus came 
from heaven, and only Jesus can save 
people from their sins.

2. How is Jesus greater than John?
• John said Jesus is more powerful. John 

baptized people with water to show that 
they were sorry for their sin, but Jesus 
would baptize people with the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus would change people’s 
hearts!

3. Why did John say Jesus must increase 
and he (John) must decrease?
• With Jesus on earth, John’s mission 

was complete. Jesus was the One 
whom people had been waiting for—
the promised Messiah who would 
save people from their sins! Jesus was 
greater than John, and John joyfully 
stepped aside as Jesus began his 
earthly ministry.

4. Who deserves fame and glory in our own 
lives—us or God? Why?
• Even when you work hard to accomplish 

something great, you can give God 
glory because he made you and gives 
you special talents and abilities. We can 
make Jesus famous instead of trying to 
make a great name for ourselves.

5. How can we point others to Jesus?
• We can tell people directly about Jesus, 

and we can also show kindness and 
have peace in a way that shows we 
trust Jesus with our lives and our future.

Prayer

God, thank you for the gift of salvation, which 
we can receive when we turn away from 
our sin and turn to Jesus. We acknowledge 
that Jesus tells the truth about God and his 
kingdom. Amen.
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