
Bible Passage: Matthew 26-28; 1 Corinthians 
15

Personal Preparation

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are 
essential to the Christian faith. If we teach 
Jesus as a respected teacher and miracle-
worker who claimed to be the Messiah and 
who was crucified on the cross—but who 
was not resurrected—then we are teaching 
the Jesus of Judaism. If we teach Jesus as a 
wise teacher and prophet who ascended into 
heaven—but who was not crucified—then we 
are teaching the Jesus of Islam. 

Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth was to 
save us from our sins (Matt. 1:21). Jesus came 
to die to show God’s love to us (Rom. 5:7-8) 
so that whoever believes in him will not perish 
but have eternal life (John 3:16). Jesus came 
to die so that we would be forgiven (Eph. 1:7). 
Jesus came to die to bring us to God (1 Pet. 
3:18). 

Jesus died on the cross to satisfy God’s wrath 
toward sin. His resurrection proved that God 
was satisfied with Jesus’ sacrifice. If Jesus had 
died but not been raised up, he would have 
been like military leaders who died without a 
throne (Acts 5:33-37). But Jesus conquered 
death, just as he said he would (John 2:19-21). 

If there was no resurrection, Paul says, our 
faith would be worthless. We would be dead 
in our sins (1 Cor. 15:17). But Jesus’ resurrection 
gives us hope for our resurrection. The same 
Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead will raise 
our bodies to life (Rom. 8:11). 

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are not the 
end of the story, but the center of it. As you 

teach individuals this Bible story, emphasize 
the gospel: the good news of who Jesus is 
and what he has done. We do not worship a 
dead Savior. Jesus is alive! There is hope for 
sinners. Jesus’ resurrection gives believers 
the promise of new life. “For as in Adam all die, 
so also in Christ all will be made alive” (1 Cor. 
15:22).

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

John 3:30
“He must become greater and greater, 
and I must become less and less.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Jesus’ resurrection gives us hope for 
eternal life.

2. People are special because we are made 
in God’s image, as male and female, to 
know him.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

We are pausing in our timeline to hear today’s 
Bible story, but let’s look back at some recent 
stories. All the stories of the Bible actually 
point to the story we are going to hear. We’ve 
been hearing about how Jesus came into the 
world and how Jesus obeyed God by being 
baptized. Jesus wanted to do God’s plan all 
along, and today’s story—the story of Jesus’ 
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death and resurrection—shows how Jesus 
carried out that plan.

Play the video for the lesson titled, “Jesus’ 
Crucifixion and Resurrection.”

*Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the gospel with the individuals and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the gospel could mean for 
their lives.*

Bible Lesson

Jesus was the solution for a very big problem: 
the problem of sin. Ever since sin entered 
the world with Adam and Eve, everything 
has been affected. Our sin separates us from 
God, and no matter how hard we try to be 
good or to do the right thing, we cannot get 
back to God on our own. And the Bible says 
the punishment for sin is death. That’s bad 
news. But when sin entered the world, God 
did not leave people on their own to suffer 
the consequences and die, separated from 
him forever. He made a promise that he would 
send a Savior. God did. He sent his Son to 
be born into the world as a baby. Jesus grew 
up and taught people the truth about God. 
Some people believed him, but many did 
not. Jesus never sinned, but he was arrested 
and crucified on a cross. When Jesus died, 
he took the punishment we deserve for 
our sins—past, present, and future. Then 
something amazing happened. On the third 
day, Jesus came to life again. Who went to 
visit Jesus’ tomb? Look at Matthew 28:1. 
(Allow individuals to read the verse and 
respond.) An angel told the women that 
Jesus had risen from the dead. Then Jesus 
appeared to the women! What did Jesus tell 
the women to do? Look at Matthew 28:10.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

Jesus showed that he has power over sin 
and death. God accepted Jesus’ payment 
for sin, so everyone who trusts in him can 
be forgiven and have eternal life. Jesus’ 
resurrection gives us hope for eternal life. 
Jesus’ death and resurrection are the center 
of the gospel. In Adam, we were spiritually 
dead in sin, but Jesus died to pay for our sins. 
Jesus is alive! God gives new life to everyone 
who trusts in Jesus. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion, “Jesus’ 
Crucifixion and Resurrection.” Today’s episode 
asks “A kid at school said something mean to 
me. Do I have to forgive him?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Where did Jesus die? On the cross
2. Who wanted Jesus to die? Religious 

leaders 
3. On the third day, what did Jesus do? Rose 

from the dead!
4. Who did Jesus die on the cross for? The 

world—us!
5. What did Jesus pay for by his death and 

resurrection? Our sin

Group B
1. What did the religious leaders want to do 

to Jesus? 
• Kill him

2. What sign was hung above Jesus on the 
cross? 
• This is Jesus, King of the Jews 

3. Who saw Jesus raised from the dead? 
• Mary Magdalene, Peter, and the 

disciples, and more than 500 other 
people

4. How can you know if you are saved? 
• It is not our feelings that save us; it 

is God’s grace given to us through 
faith (Eph. 2:8-9). Salvation comes to 



everyone who trusts in Jesus (Rom. 
10:9). Because it is written in the Bible—
we can know that we are saved, even 
if we don’t feel saved or sometimes 
choose sin.

5. Why is the resurrection so important? 
• The resurrection shows Jesus’ role as 

a substitute. Jesus died for our sins 
because he had no sin. If he had stayed 
dead, it would have meant his sacrifice 
wasn’t enough. Jesus’ resurrection 
ensures that we will live forever with 
God because it proved that sin is paid 
for completely.

6. What does it mean to have eternal life?
• Eternal life is more than just a place 

with God after we die. Point out that our 
new life begins as soon as we believe 
the truth about Jesus. We become new 
creatures. Our current lives reflect that 
change through loving obedience to 
Jesus, and we look to the future when 
Jesus will return and fix all that sin has 
broken. Jesus’ resurrection gives us 
hope for eternal life. Eternal life isn’t 
just for some point in the future but 
begins right away as our lives change 
to glorify God.

Group C
1. Why is it important that Jesus didn’t stay 

dead but came back to life?
• Jesus’ resurrection proved that God 

accepted Jesus’ death as the payment 
for sin. It shows his victory over sin 
and death. Paul said if there was no 
resurrection, we would still be dead in 
our sins (1 Cor. 15:17). Jesus’ resurrection 
gives us hope that we too will be 
resurrected one day.

2. How do we know Jesus is alive? Where is 
he today?
• Jesus rose from the dead; he appeared 

to the women and the twelve disciples 
as well as more than 500 other people. 
Emphasize that we ultimately believe 
in Jesus’ resurrection by faith. Today, 
Jesus is alive in heaven. One day, he 
will return to set up his kingdom forever.

3. How does the fact that Jesus’ tomb is 
empty affect how we live today? 
• Jesus has conquered sin and death, 

providing forgiveness to all who trust 
in him. The empty tomb shows that 
God is faithful, powerful, and loving. 
Because Jesus is alive, we can live with 
confidence that our future with him is 
secure. Jesus’ resurrection gives us 
hope for eternal life. We can live with a 
purpose—to know God and make him 
known. And we have hope even in hard 
circumstances.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• When sin entered the world, God 
promised that he would send a Savior. 
God kept his promise to send a Savior. 
He sent his Son into the world as a 
baby. Jesus grew up and never sinned, 
but he was arrested and killed on a 
cross. When Jesus died, he took the 
punishment we deserve for our sins—
past, present, and future. On the third 
day, Jesus came to life again.

2. How does Jesus’ death and resurrection 
give us hope?
• Jesus showed that he has power over 

sin and death. God accepted Jesus’ 
payment for sin, so everyone who trusts 
in him can be forgiven and have eternal 
life. Jesus’ resurrection gives us hope 
for eternal life.

3. Why is it important that Jesus came back 
to life?
• Jesus’ resurrection proved that God 

accepted Jesus’ death as the payment 
for sin. It shows his victory over sin 
and death. Paul said if there was no 
resurrection, we would still be dead in 
our sins (1 Cor. 15:17). Jesus’ resurrection 
gives us hope that we too will be 
resurrected one day.

4. How do we know Jesus is alive? Where is 
he today?
• When Jesus rose from the dead, he 

appeared to the women and the twelve 
disciples as well as more than 500 other 
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people. Emphasize that we ultimately 
believe in Jesus’ resurrection by faith. 
Today, Jesus is alive in heaven. One 
day, he will return to set up his kingdom 
forever. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read Acts 7:55-56.)

5. How does Jesus’ empty tomb affect how 
we live today?
• Jesus has conquered sin and death, 

providing forgiveness to all who trust 
in him. The empty tomb shows that 
God is faithful, powerful, and loving. 
Because Jesus is alive, we can live with 
confidence that our future with him is 
secure. Jesus’ resurrection gives us 
hope for eternal life. We can live with a 
purpose—to know God and make him 
known. And we have hope even in hard 
circumstances.

Prayer

God, we thank you for sending your Son to 
die on the cross and rise from the dead to 
cover our sins. We praise you! Now we can 
live with you forever! Thank you. Amen.
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