
Bible Passage: Mark 1

Personal Preparation

Early in his ministry, Jesus and his disciples 
traveled to Capernaum, a town on the 
northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
Capernaum became Jesus’ home and 
headquarters (Matt. 4:13). He taught in the 
synagogue on the Sabbath when people would 
gather to hear and learn from the Scriptures. 

Jesus quickly set himself apart from the 
scribes and other religious teachers. Unlike 
the scribes, who relied completely on 
traditional interpretations of the Torah from 
other teachers, Jesus spoke with authority. His 
teaching came from his own authority as the 
Author of truth, and it had a profound effect on 
his listeners—they were astonished! 

The early miracles recorded in Mark 1 
demonstrate Jesus’ power and authority as the 
Son of God. Jesus drove an unclean spirit from 
a man in the synagogue; even the demons 
obey his commands. Then Jesus healed 
Peter’s mother-in-law, and that evening, the 
people in the town brought to Jesus all those 
who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits. 
What did Jesus do? He healed them! (Mark 
1:34) 

Jesus’ miracles continued, and he healed a 
man with leprosy. Leprosy is a skin disease 
that would have marked a person as “unclean,” 
requiring him to be separated from the 
community. Jesus had compassion on the man 
and healed him immediately. 

Jesus’ miracles brought many people to faith 
in him. They also proved that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God. These miracles 

strengthened people’s faith and met their 
needs. Isaiah prophesied that the promised 
Messiah would bear our sickness and carry our 
pain (Isa. 53:4). Jesus fulfilled this prophecy as 
he healed people. 

Help individuals make the connection that 
through Jesus, God did what is impossible for 
us to do on our own. He provided forgiveness, 
salvation, and eternal life for all who would 
trust in him.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

John 3:16
“For this is how God loved the world: 
he gave his one and only Son so that 
everyone who believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal life.”

Points of Emphasis

1. People came to Jesus and he healed them.
2. People are special because we are made 

in God’s image, as male and female, to 
know him.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

After sin entered the world, God could 
have said “too bad, you had your chance.” 
It would have been fair for him to say that. 
Instead, God had a plan to defeat sin and 
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death forever. It required a Savior, and after 
hundreds and hundreds of years, that Savior 
was born in Bethlehem. Jesus—the fully God 
and fully human Savior grew into a man. He 
was wise and perfectly obeyed God. He was 
baptized and then resisted temptation to sin 
in the wilderness. John pointed to Jesus, and 
he called disciples to follow him. Now, Jesus’ 
ministry of teaching and healing was coming 
into full swing. Today, we will learn about 
“Jesus’ Early Miracles.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus’ Early 
Miracles.”

Bible Lesson

People came to Jesus, and he healed them. 
I want to make sure you notice two things: 
first, Jesus consistently had compassion 
on people who were sick; second, Jesus 
specifically said that the reason he came 
was to preach the truth. Jesus saw the pain 
and suffering of the people around him, and 
he worked to help them. He did not just say, 
“Oh, that’s sad. I’m sorry you are sick.” He 
actually met their physical needs by healing 
them. Jesus is compassionate and kind. He 
cares about people and wants to help us. 
Even though Jesus’ miraculous healings and 
command over evil spirits were incredible, 
he wanted his teaching to be the focus of 
his work. When Jesus wanted to move on, 
he specifically said that he came to preach. 
His message of repenting of sin, loving God, 
and loving people was more important than 
his power to heal. It is easy for us to focus 
only on what God can do for us. We don’t 
always do a good job remembering what 
God has commanded us to do. Jesus loves 
us, and he is able to heal and restore us, but 
he also wants us to love and obey God. The 
most important healing is not physical, but 
spiritual. Jesus heals us from the damage 
caused by sin. What makes people special? 
People are special because we are made 
in his image, as male and female, to know 
him. Jesus cares about people because he 
created us. He wants what is best for us, and 
that is to love and obey God.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

All of us are born as sinners. The Bible says 
we are dead in sin. We cannot save ourselves. 
Thankfully, God’s perfect plan was to send 
his Son, Jesus, to die for our sin and give new 
life to everyone who believes in Jesus. Jesus’ 
miracles proved that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God. They strengthened people’s 
faith and met their needs. Through Jesus, 
God did what is impossible for us to do on 
our own. He provided forgiveness, salvation, 
and eternal life. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion, “Jesus’ Early 
Miracles.” Today’s episode asks, “I understand 
Jesus had the ability to perform miracles. But 
why didn’t he give us the power to perform 
miracles?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. What did Jesus do for those who were 

sick? He healed them
2. What was the real reason Jesus came? To 

teach 
3. What does Jesus show to those who are 

sick or hurting? Compassion
4. Where was the synagogue in which Jesus 

taught? Capernaum

Group B
1. Where was the synagogue in which Jesus 

taught? 
• Capernaum

2. Why did Jesus say he came? 
• To teach (Mark 1:38) 
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3. Why did Jesus heal the man with leprosy? 
• Jesus had compassion on him (Mark 

1:41)
4. What do these miracles show about 

Jesus? 
• Discuss Jesus’ power as God’s Son. 

Jesus had authority over evil spirits 
and over the sickness people faced. 
We also see Jesus’ love and kindness 
toward people. Jesus meets physical 
needs and spiritual needs.

5. Why was Jesus’ preaching more important 
than his miracles? 
• Jesus’ miracles helped to show his 

power and authority, but their purpose 
was to support the truth of his teaching. 
A person healed of a sickness might 
later become sick again and is still 
spiritually dead in sin. A person who 
understands Jesus’ teaching and has 
faith in his death and resurrection is 
forgiven and gains eternal life.

6. How can we be like Jesus?
• Jesus has compassion, kindness, and 

speaks the truth. We can show God’s 
love in the way we treat others. Our 
love and kindness will help support the 
message of truth when we share the 
gospel. Actions may “speak louder” 
than words, but words are still essential 
for explaining the gospel. People came 
to Jesus, and he healed them. Jesus 
loves people. His greatest miracle 
was when Jesus died and rose again 
to destroy sin’s power. Everyone who 
trusts in Jesus is saved from sin and can 
be healed of the damage sin causes.

Group C
1. How did Jesus’ miracles show his care for 

creation?
• Jesus’ miracles restored parts of 

creation that were affected by sin 
coming into the world. Jesus cast out 
unclean spirits, made sick people well, 
and healed skin diseases. Later in his 
ministry, Jesus also raised people from 
the dead, gave sight to people who 
were blind, and ultimately brought the 

greatest healing—forgiveness of sins—
through his death and resurrection.

2. Do we need to see miracles to believe in 
Jesus? Why or why not?
• Many people saw Jesus’ miracles and 

believed, but Jesus said those who do 
not see and still believe are blessed. 
The Bible tells us everything we need 
to believe in Jesus.

3. In what ways does God reveal himself 
today? 
• God shows us what he is like through 

the Word—the Bible. The Bible says we 
can also understand what God is like by 
looking at his creation. Invite individuals 
to share observations of creation that 
tell them something about what God is 
like.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• People came to Jesus, and he healed 
them. They brought their friends and 
family members who were sick, and 
Jesus healed them all. Jesus’ early 
miracles showed his power and 
authority as the Son of God.

2. Why was the crowd amazed by Jesus?
• Jesus wasn’t like other teachers, who 

taught things they had learned from 
others. Jesus taught with authority. He 
even had authority over unclean spirits.

3. How did Jesus’ miracles show his care for 
creation?
• Jesus’ miracles restored parts of 

creation that were affected by sin 
coming into the world. Jesus cast out 
unclean spirits, made sick people well, 
and healed skin diseases. Later in his 
ministry, Jesus also raised people from 
the dead, gave sight to people who 
were blind, and ultimately brought the 
greatest healing—forgiveness of sins— 
through his death and resurrection.

4. Do we need to see miracles to believe in 
Jesus? Why or why not?
• Many people saw Jesus’ miracles and 

believed, but Jesus said those who do 
not see and still believe are blessed. 
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The Bible tells us everything we need 
to believe in Jesus.

5. In what ways does God reveal himself 
today?
• God shows us what he is like through 

his Word—the Bible. The  Bible says we 
can also understand what God is like by 
looking at his creation. Invite individuals 
to share observations of creation that 
tell them something about what God is 
like.

Prayer

God, we praise you for your power to perform 
miracles. We ask you to meet our needs. 
Thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, to 
meet our greatest need of all—to be rescued 
from sin and death. Amen.
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