
Bible Passage: Luke 4

Personal Preparation
One of my favorite things about the Bible is how 
it all fits together to tell one story. Jesus proved 
this when he read from the scroll of Isaiah. The 
prophecy talked about captives being set free. 
It said that there would be someone anointed 
by God to bring good news. Jesus explained 
that he is the One Isaiah had written about 
700 years earlier. Jesus taught that he is the 
Messiah. At first, the people seemed pretty 
impressed—and maybe a little confused. But 
when Jesus reminded them of how Elijah and 
Elisha helped people from outside Israel, the 
people in the synagogue became angry. To 
understand why, we need to understand what 
Jesus was teaching them. God’s plan all along 
was to use the nation of Israel. God promised 
to bless them, and through them, to bless the 
world. Over time, many of the Jewish people 
began to see God’s blessings as something 
only for them, not for other nations. Jesus was 
reminding them that God’s love doesn’t stop 
with Jewish people, but it extends out to all 
people. All people are special to God. What 
makes people special? People are special 
because we are made in God’s image, as male 
and female, to know him. Jesus was teaching 
them that his role in God’s plan was not to make 
Israel powerful again but to bring salvation to 
all nations—to everyone who believes in him. 
This was God’s plan all along.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

John 3:16
“For this is how God loved the world: 
he gave his one and only Son so that 
everyone who believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal life.”

Points of Emphasis
1. Jesus taught that he is the Messiah.
2. People are special because we are made 

in God’s image, as male and female, to 
know him.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video
The stories we’ve been learning about Jesus 
all happened early in his ministry. Jesus came 
to earth and was born as a baby. Jesus was 
born to be God’s promised Savior. We don’t 
know a lot about Jesus when he was young, 
but we know that even as a child, Jesus 
wanted to follow his Father’s plan. Jesus was 
about 30 years old when his ministry began. 
John the Baptist told people to follow Jesus. 
Jesus began teaching people about God and 
his kingdom. In today’s Bible story, Jesus 
taught in his hometown of Nazareth.

Play the video for the lesson titled, “Jesus 
Taught in Nazareth.”

Bible Lesson
Jesus went to the town of Nazareth where 
he had lived when he was a boy. Now, Jesus 
was grown. He traveled all around, teaching 
people about God. On the Sabbath day, 
Jesus went to the synagogue in Nazareth. 
The synagogue was a special building where 
Jews met together to pray, worship, and 
learn about the Scriptures. Jesus stood up to 
read Scripture. He unrolled the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah and read: “The Spirit of the 
Lord is on me. He has chosen me to tell good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to tell the 
captives that they are free, to tell the blind 
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that they can see, to free people who have 
been treated badly, and to announce that the 
Lord’s favor is on us.” Then, Jesus rolled up 
the scroll. He gave it to the attendant and sat 
down. Everyone in the synagogue stared at 
Jesus. Jesus said, “Today as you listened to 
me reading these words, they came true.” 

The people said good things about Jesus, 
and they were amazed at him. But some of 
the people in Nazareth had known Jesus 
from his youth. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they 
asked. Jesus said, “No prophet is accepted in 
his hometown.” Then, Jesus told the people 
about times when God used prophets to help 
people who were not Jews. He reminded 
them of Elijah and Elisha. When there was 
a terrible famine in Israel and no rain fell 
there for three and a half years, plenty of 
widows in the country needed help. But 
the prophet Elijah did not help the widows 
in Israel. Instead, God sent Elijah to help a 
widow in another land. And when Elisha was 
a prophet, many people in Israel had leprosy. 
They wanted to be healed, but Elisha did not 
heal them. Instead, he healed a man named 
Naaman (NAY muhn), and Naaman was from 
Syria—a country that hated God’s people. 
This made the people in the synagogue very 
angry. They forced Jesus out of town. They 
wanted to throw him off a cliff, but Jesus 
walked right through the crowd and went on 
his way.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, 
the prophet Isaiah wrote about God’s plan 
to send a Messiah. The Messiah would bring 
good news and redeem people who were 
broken and hurting. Jesus read Isaiah’s 
words and announced that he is the promised 
Messiah.  

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion, “Jesus 
Taught in Nazareth.” Today’s episode asks, 
“Why would anyone reject Jesus?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Where did Jesus grow up? Nazareth
2. Where did he go to teach in Nazareth? 

The synagogue 
3. What did Jesus read from? A scroll
4. How did the people react to Jesus? 

Amazed and confused at first, then angry

Group B
1. Where did Jesus grow up? 

• Nazareth (Luke 4:16)
2. From whose scroll did Jesus read? 

• The prophet Isaiah’s 
3. How did the people react to Jesus? 

• Amazed and confused at first, then 
angry

4. How do we know Jesus really is the 
Messiah? 
• There is overwhelming evidence that 

Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus fulfilled 
many prophecies, such as his birth in 
Bethlehem. He also had power to heal 
people and reminded them that God 
called Jesus his Son. Jesus’ claim in 
this story is well supported by other 
evidence.

5. What does it mean to accept Jesus rather 
than reject him? 
• When our faith is in Jesus, we are doing 

more than admitting that he is the 
Messiah; we are also saying that he is 
the Lord of our lives. When we believe 
in Jesus, we are saying that we want 
him to guide and control our lives. We 
want to obey him out of love and serve 
him to glorify God.

6. What can we do if we know someone who 
rejects Jesus?
• We cannot save anyone. When we 

believe the gospel, our job is to teach 
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other people about Jesus. Help 
individuals understand that God is the 
One who saves people. It is important 
we pray in leading others to Jesus. 
Make sure they know that we treat 
everyone with kindness and respect, 
even if they don’t yet believe the gospel. 
Jesus taught that he is the Messiah. 
Jesus loves people and wants to see 
everyone rescued from sin. We cannot 
make people believe, but we can tell 
them the good news so they have the 
opportunity to believe and be saved.

Group C
1. What made Jesus different from other 

religious teachers?
• Jesus spoke with authority. He is the 

Word (John 1:1) and did not rely on 
tradition or other people to explain 
Scripture. Jesus came from heaven and 
is Lord over all things. He is God the 
Son and the promised Messiah.

2. Jesus’ promise to help everyone, no 
matter where they were from, upset the 
people in Nazareth. What does this tell 
you about God’s heart and man’s heart?
• God loves all people. God’s heart is full 

of mercy and love. Apart from Jesus, 
man’s heart is full of envy, pride, and 
selfishness.

3. Will Jesus always answer our prayers for 
healing? Why or why not? 
• Sin causes pain and suffering. 

Sometimes God chooses to answer 
our prayers for healing and restoration; 
other times, he seems silent. We don’t 
always understand God’s plan, but he 
is good, and one day he will make all 
things right.

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• Jesus said, “Today as you listen, this 
Scripture has been fulfilled.” Jesus was 
saying that those words Isaiah wrote 
were talking about him! God chose 
Jesus to preach good news to the 
poor, to tell the captives that they are 

free, and to tell the blind that they can 
see. God promised throughout the Old 
Testament that a Messiah would come 
to rescue God’s people. Jesus taught 
that he is the Messiah!

2. Why did some of the people reject Jesus?
• Jesus talked about the miracles some 

of the prophets, like Elijah and Elisha, 
did in the Old Testament. God had done 
good things for many people—not just 
the Jewish people. This made some 
of the people in the synagogue angry, 
and they rejected Jesus. They forced 
him out of town and wanted to throw 
Jesus off a cliff, but Jesus walked away.

3. What made Jesus different from other 
religious teachers?
• Jesus spoke with authority. He is the 

Word (John 1:1) and did not rely on 
tradition or other people to explain 
Scripture. Jesus came from heaven and 
is Lord over all things. He is God the 
Son and the promised Messiah.

4. Jesus’ promise to help everyone, no 
matter where they were from, upset the 
people in Nazareth. What does this tell 
you about God’s heart and man’s heart?
• Help the individuals recognize that 

God loves all people. God’s heart is full 
of mercy and love. Apart from Jesus, 
man’s heart is full of envy, pride, and 
selfishness.

5. Will Jesus always answer our prayers for 
healing? Why or why not?
• Sin causes pain and suffering. 

Sometimes God chooses to answer 
our prayers for healing and restoration; 
other times, he seems silent. We don’t 
always understand God’s plan, but he 
is good, and one day he will make all 
things right.

Prayer
God, thank you for welcoming everyone 
into your family even when we rejected you. 
Thank you for loving us. Amen.
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