
Divine Attribute: God is All-Knowing
Heart Response: Listen to him
Memory Verse: Hebrews 1:1
“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets…”

Points of Emphasis:

1. God knows everything.
2. God spoke his message through the prophets.
3. God teaches us to obey when we listen to him.
4. God is holy and knows we need to be rescued 

from our sin.

Personal Preparation: 

It is important for us to understand that God 
knows everything. He created us, he called us 
into a relationship with himself, and he knows and 
desires what is best for us. He understands our 
hearts better than we do. We often do our own 
thing, judging ourselves by those around us and 
concluding that we are doing fine. But, when we 
compare ourselves to the amazing holiness, purity, 
and righteousness of God, we see ourselves as 
broken and sinful—needing to find mercy, needing 
to turn from our own ways, seeking forgiveness, 
and longing to turn back to God. That’s what he 
wants for us. That’s why he sent his Son to be our 
Shepherd and Savior.
 
In this unit, we see the same message from God 
to his people repeated time and again through the 
prophets. Through Isaiah, God reveals his holiness 
to his people and calls them to turn from their 
sin and follow him. Through Elijah, God reveals 
his power in order to call his people to turn from 
loving and trusting in idols to loving and trusting 
in him. Through Daniel, God sent a message to 
the Israelites to turn from trusting in themselves 
and their own ways back to following him and 
his ways. Turn, turn, turn—that is what it means 
to repent. And then, through Isaiah again, God 

sends the message of a Rescuer for his broken 
and sinful people—a “turning” point for all people; 
the embodiment of his mercy and message—the 
Messiah. Ask Jesus to help you and the children 
listen to his message and turn from anything 
holding you back from following him.

CENTER TIME
10-20 minutes as the kids begin to arrive 

To help the children transition into class, please 
use a center format at the beginning of each 
service. Set up three centers in your classroom to 
allow children options of activities. Ideas include, 
but are not limited to:

1.  Read books on the floor.
2.  Color at the table.
3.  Play with blocks on the floor.
4.  Play with puzzles at the table.
5.  Play with Play-Doh at the table.

OPENING ACTIVITY
10 minutes at the start of service 

The following activity is provided to begin 
engaging the children for the upcoming lesson. As 
the teacher of your class, you have an important 
opportunity to come alongside the parents of 
these children to teach them about God.

Good Plans

Supplies:
Flashlight (one per bin)
Paper bag with big paper scraps for confetti (one 
per bin)
Basket or large bowl (one per bin)
 
Call a student to stand up in front of everyone, 
and tell them to cover their eyes. While the 
child’s eyes are covered, shine the flashlight at 
them. Ask everyone, ”Was that a good plan to tell 
_________ [child’s name] to cover their eyes? 
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Yes. I knew what was going to happen, so I could 
help them get ready.”
 
Call for another volunteer, and tell them to hold the 
basket over their head. Dump confetti out over the 
child. Ask everyone, ”Was that a good plan to tell 
_________ [child’s name] to hold up the basket? 
Yes. I knew what was going to happen, so I could 
help them get ready.”
 
Tell them that the lesson today is going to be 
about a prophet whom God sent to give some 
messages to the people about his plans long 
before they would even happen. Explain that this 
is like our activity. The teacher gave a message 
about the plan before the children knew what was 
going to happen.

BIG GROUP TIME
please check your classroom schedule

Please talk to your class about the purpose of this 
time—to have fun worshiping God together. Give 
your class practical ideas of what this means (obey 
the teachers up on the stage, sing and praise God 
with a happy heart, keep your hands to yourself, 
etc.). Teachers, you are crucial in helping create 
a peaceful, orderly environment to worship God 
during this time. Thank you for your help!

SMALL GROUP TIME 
25-30 minutes

Bible Story

Supplies:
Bible
 
Let’s say our memory verse together. “Long 
ago, at many times and in many ways, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets” Hebrews 
1:1. We have been learning about God’s special 
messengers who take his words and message to 
his people. What are these messengers called? 
(Prophets.)
 
God sends prophets to speak to his people a lot 
because his people forget two very important 
things. Number one (hold up one finger)—they 
forget to love God the most. And number two 

(hold up two fingers)—they stop obeying God. 
They do not listen to God and do what he has 
told them to do. What is it called when we do 
not obey God? (Sin.) Remember that God has no 
sin because he is holy. So, when God’s people 
sin and disobey, they have to be punished—
kind of like when we disobey our mommies and 
daddies.
 
God knows that his people need help so that 
they can love and obey him. He has a plan to 
help them. God sends his prophet Isaiah to give 
some messages to the people about his plans 
long before they would even happen. Isaiah 
goes to the people and shares God’s message 
with them.

My people, you are all like sheep. You 
have wandered away from me. (Tell 
the children to make the sheep wander 
around with their fingers. Have them 
“walk” their fingers like sheep with the 
left and right hands going different, 
aimless directions.) You have gone your 
own way and now you are lost.  I cannot 
stop loving you. I am going to send a 
Shepherd to lead you in the way you 
should go. He will carry you back to me.
 
My people, it is like you are totally lost in 
darkness. (Have the children cover their 
eyes so they can’t see.) I am going to 
send a great light to guide you back to 
me. My people, sin has taken over how 
you all live and you do not get along. 
You are not kind to one another. I am 
going to send you a Prince of Peace. He 
will be a son from King David’s family. 
He will come as a little baby boy in a 
special way to a young mommy who 
doesn’t have a husband. (Pretend to 
rock a baby.) He will grow to be a king 
who can take care of you. You can count 
on him!  His name will be “Emmanuel,” 
which means God has come to live with 
us! Do you know who “Emmanuel” is? 
It is Jesus! He will come to rescue you 
and show you how to love and obey 
God. He will take away your sin and 
darkness. He will be your shepherd, 
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your light, and your king to bring you 
back to God.  
 
And then, one day, all sin and darkness 
and sadness will be gone. The 
mountains and trees will praise him. 
The whole earth will shout his name 
and see his glory. This is my plan, and I 
will do it because I love you!”

Wow! What an amazing message God sent his 
people through Isaiah! Whom did he say would 
come to rescue his people? (Jesus.) Yes, Jesus 
came to rescue his people, and he came to 
rescue us. God knows everything, and he did 
just what he said he would do!
 
We celebrate being rescued at Christmas when 
Jesus was born because he came to save us 
from our sin. We also celebrate being rescued at 
Easter because Jesus died on the cross and then 
rose again. God showed his amazing power over 
sin and death. God sent Jesus to save his people 
from their sin. God sent Jesus to save us from 
our sin, too. God made a way for us to love him 
and have a relationship with him through Jesus!

Prayer

Prayer time may not be appropriate immediately 
following story time. If this is the case, we ask that 
you be intentional about praying spontaneously 
or formally with the children at other times during 
class.

Dear God, you know everything we need. Thank 
you for sending Jesus to come rescue us. Amen.

Our Savior Will Come

Supplies:
Song craft on cardstock (one per child)
Set of song craft stickers—shepherd’s staff, star, 
crown, baby Jesus (one set per child)
Spool of yarn (one per bin—enough for 8-10” per 
child)
Hole punch

Go over the words of the song one verse at a 
time. Have the children stick a picture beside the 
corresponding verse (shepherd—staff, light—star, 
prince—crown, Savior—baby Jesus). If the stickers 
are still in pairs, you may have to help them cut 
them apart. Punch two holes in the top and tie 
ribbon/yarn through the holes so it can be hung 
on their doors or in their room. Go over the song 
with the children a few times. You can let the kids 
march around the room singing it.
 
(To the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”)
The Shepherd will come
The Shepherd will come
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel
The Shepherd has come
 
The Light will come
The Light will come
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel
The Light has come
 
The Prince of Peace will come
The Prince of Peace will come
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel
The Prince of Peace has come
 
Our Savior will come
Our Savior will come
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel
Our Savior has come

***Have fun and let them do the crafts themselves, 
as much as possible.  This is a hands-on way for 
them to learn who God is and remember what 
they learn.  It doesn’t matter if they place the label 
or stickers in the wrong spot.   What matters is 
teaching them who God is. ***

SNACK & ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
last 30 minutes

Please wash the children’s hands before snack 
time and say a prayer thanking God for the food.  
As they are eating their snack, please take time to 
go over the review questions.
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Review Questions

1. Whom did God ask to be a prophet? (Isaiah.)
2. Why did God have to send a message to his 

people? (They were not obeying him or loving 
him.)

3. Did God make a plan to help his people? (Yes.)
4. Who was the one he would send to help his 

people? (Jesus.)
5. Did Jesus come and do all of the things God 

planned for him to do? (Yes.)

Rescue

Supplies
Flashlight from opening activity (one per bin)
Bandana (one per bin)
 
Blindfold a child and tell them they are the lost 
sheep who needs to be rescued by the shepherd.  
Have the other kids call out to the child, and tell 
the child to follow the other kids’ voices. Make sure 
to stay by the blindfolded child’s side to prevent 
them from running into something and getting 
hurt. Repeat the idea by turning out the lights and 
having them follow the light in the darkness.
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