
Biblically Oriented – Jonah  
 
Huddle 6: Jonah 4:1-11 
 
 

SETTING THE ATMOSPHERE 
 
As children arrive, collect the “In” slips and see which grade they are in for their huddle 
teams. Remember to check all slips to make sure children are to be in Up & Out this hour. 
 
Team Time 
 
Each team leader (student leader) should spend time getting 
a conversation started within the team to find out more 
about each child. Spend time today discussing the following 
questions up front… 
 

● Share High/Lows for the week (each child can share 
the best thing that happened this week and the worst) 

● What has happened in the book of Jonah so far? (God called Jonah to go to the 
Ninevites; Jonah ran from God and got on a ship; God caused a powerful storm; Jonah 
was thrown overboard; The storm stopped at once; Jonah was swallowed by a fish; 
Jonah prayed inside the fish; The fish spit Jonah out; God called Jonah to go to the 
Ninevites again and he went; The Ninevites repented and turned to God; God did not 
destroy the Ninevites)    

● What do you think will happen next?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Prayer: Leader prays for the group 
 

LESSON HUDDLE 
 
Let’s all come over together and get started this morning.  Good morning, Up & Out! Where 
we look up (pause for the group to respond) TO GOD and look out (Pause) TO OTHERS. 
 
Does anyone remember what we have been studying the last few weeks? (The book of Jonah) 
Great – and what are the 3 questions we ask ourselves as we read?  
 

1. What does this teach me about God? 

Huddle Teams 

• 1st & 2nd grade girls 
• 1st & 2nd grade boys 
• 3rd & 4th grade girls 
• 3rd & 4th grade boys 

For this lesson, you will need 11 kids to read from Jonah. After the reading, to discuss the 
questions, you will divide the kids into 3 groups with student leaders and each group will 
discuss one question and then report back to the whole group.  



2. What does this teach me about myself? 
3. Today, how should I ...think? ...feel? ...act? 

 
If you have a Bible, go ahead and find the book of Jonah.  
 
Today, we are going to pick up where we left off and study Jonah 4:1–11. This week, we are 
going to have some of you guys read the verses to us.  
 
Before we get started, what has happened in the book of Jonah so far? (Review the story up 
to this point) When we left Jonah last week, he finally went to the people of Nineveh and gave 
them God’s message. The people of Nineveh repented from their sins and turned to God. 
When God saw them repent, He decided not to destroy them.  
 
** Bring up your readers and assign each of them a verse below. You will read through the 
section three times – see below. **  
 
Sometimes, in order to really understand what is happening, we need to read things more 
than once. So, we are going to read Jonah 4 three times. The first time, we will go down the 
line and you guys are going to read your verse in a normal voice. The second time, we will go 
down the line and you guys can either sing your verse or say it in a silly voice. The third time, I 
will read it all together for us.  
 
 
1 This change of plans greatly upset Jonah, and he became very angry.  
2 So he complained to the LORD about it: “Didn’t I say before I left home that you would do 
this, LORD? That is why I ran away to Tarshish! I knew that you are a merciful and 
compassionate God, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. You are eager to turn 
back from destroying people.  
3 Just kill me now, LORD! I’d rather be dead than alive if what I predicted will not happen.” 
4 The LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry about this?” 
5 Then Jonah went out to the east side of the city and made a shelter to sit under as he waited 
to see what would happen to the city.  
6 And the LORD God arranged for a leafy plant to grow there, and soon it spread its broad 
leaves over Jonah’s head, shading him from the sun. This eased his discomfort, and Jonah 
was very grateful for the plant. 
7 But God also arranged for a worm! The next morning at dawn the worm ate through the stem 
of the plant so that it withered away.  
8 And as the sun grew hot, God arranged for a scorching east wind to blow on Jonah. The sun 
beat down on his head until he grew faint and wished to die. “Death is certainly better than 
living like this!” he exclaimed. 
9 Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry because the plant died?” 
“Yes,” Jonah retorted, “even angry enough to die!” 



10 Then the LORD said, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put it there. It 
came quickly and died quickly.  
11 But Nineveh has more than 120,000 people living in spiritual darkness,[a] not to mention all 
the animals. Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great city?” 
 
 
Awesome job guys! Okay, let’s do this a little different than normal. We are going to divide 
into 3 groups and each group is going to talk about one of our questions. After a few minutes, 
we will bring everyone together again and one of you will tell us what your group came up 
with.   
 
** Divide into 3 groups with each group having a leader and give each group one question to 
discuss. ** 
 
What do you guys think this passage can teach us about God? (allow responses)  

● God is compassionate and merciful. He shows us love and gives us second chances 
even when we don’t deserve them (here, to Jonah when he gets angry about the 
Ninevites being forgiven) 

● God is sovereign (this passage talks about Him “appointing” or controlling the plant and 
the wind)  

 
What do you think this passage can teach us about ourselves? (allow responses) 

● Like Jonah, we can be hypocritical (we do things or act in ways that don’t match what 
we say we believe). When God’s love was extended to Jonah, he was filled with 
thanksgiving to God but when God’s love was extended to the Ninevites, Jonah was 
filled with anger. For us, that may look like getting upset when someone treats us badly 
but then choosing to treat others badly as well.   

● Like Jonah, we can be self-centered. (we think everything is about us and we think that 
we are always right)   

 
What are some practical ways we should respond to this passage? How should we think or 
feel or act because of what we’ve read? (Allow responses)  

● We should treat others the way that God treats us – with love, mercy, compassion, and 
forgiveness.  

● We should pray and ask God to forgive us for our disobedience and ask Him to change 
our hearts and help us to obey Him.   

● We should thank God for His mercy and His love towards us and towards others.  
 
Let’s come back together and find out what you guys came up with.  
 
** Allow one child from each group to give an answer or two they came up with for their 
question. ** 
 
Over and over again in Jonah, we see how merciful and compassionate God is toward us. We 
see how much God loves us. Let’s pray and thank God for His mercy and His love.  
 



Huddle Up, Pray, & Break 
 
 
ACTIVITY: Scatterball 
 
Materials: 

● One soft foam ball 
● Room or open area 

 
Rules of play: 

1. All players circle up in the room 
2. The ball is thrown in the air, must bounce at least once and then is live. 
3. Once the ball is live, the players are free to move and run for the ball. 
4. Anybody who has the ball can only take three steps before they throw the ball.  

a. Any more and they HAVE to drop the ball right there and may not pick it back 
up. 

5. If someone is hit with the ball and doesn’t catch it, they are out and must sit down 
where they were hit – they may continue to play offense if the ball comes to them  

a. i.e. they can hit live players with the ball and get them out, but they must stay 
seated where they were hit. 

6. If a player catches the ball, the player who threw it is out. 
7. The object of the game is to get as many players out as possible. The winner is the last 

man standing.  
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