
Heart Response: Glorify him.
Memory Verse: Psalm 57:11 “Be exalted, O 
God, above the highest heavens. May your glory 
shine over all the earth.”

Points of Emphasis:

1. God Is amazing and powerful.
2. God is holy (set apart).
3. God loves us and desires a relationship with us.
4. God possesses many attributes–and all at 

the same time. He is always merciful, always 
just, always sovereign. He is AWESOME and 
worthy of our praise!

PERSONAL PREPARATION 

As you prepare for this weekend, read through 
Psalm 57:11 and Exodus 33:17-20. These verses 
speak of God’s glory. Throughout the year in 
Tree House, we’ll be learning about 12 specific 
attributes of God and how he is each of these 
things, and all at once. We will be learning how 
God’s glory cannot be contained; it is like fireworks 
that fill the sky. Every day, we should be in awe of 
God and what he does in our lives and the lives 
of others. While we cannot actually see God, we 
see the results of his glory and work every day. It 
is amazing how much he has done, is doing, and 
will continue to do for us.
 
As you prepare to teach, take some time to explore 
God’s glory in your own life. Take a moment to 
thank him for all that he has done and for allowing 
you to see his glory even though we cannot 
see him. Also, pray that your class may come to 
understand God’s glory—not just this week, but 
throughout the year as you dig deeper into the 
character of God and all he is and does for us.
 
This week’s lesson will be a preview of the year 
to come; it will also provide opportunities for you 
and the children to get to know each other before 
kicking off the new ministry year.

CENTER TIME
10-20 minutes as the kids begin to arrive

To help the children transition into class, please 
use a center format at the beginning of each 
service. Set up three centers in your classroom to 
allow children options of activities. Ideas include, 
but are not limited to:

1.  Read books on the floor.
2.  Color at the table.
3.  Play with blocks on the floor.
4.  Play with puzzles at the table.
5.  Play with Play-Doh at the table.

OPENING ACTIVITY
10 minutes at the start of service

The following activity is provided to begin 
engaging the children for the upcoming lesson. As 
the teacher of your class, you have an important 
opportunity to come alongside the parents of 
these children to teach them about God.
 
Welcome

Welcome the children to the class (and to Tree 
House, for those in this area for the first time). 
Introduce yourself and the other classroom 
students and leaders. Go over expectations for 
your room, for Tree House, and for Grace Church 
Kids as a whole. Explain to them that today, you 
will be playing some get-to-know-you games, 
as well as talking about what the entire year 
will look like in Tree House! Be energetic and 
engaging.
 
Raise your hand if you’ve been in a Tree House 
class before. What are some things you like to 
do at the beginning of class? (Play with Play-
Doh, do puzzles, color, etc.) That’s great! Each 
week, when you come to class, we will have a 
fun activity (or activities) for you to do before 
we get started with the day’s lesson. We’ll also 
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go to Big Group—who knows what Big Group 
is? (Allow time for responses.) What do we do in 
Big Group? (Sing, watch Zip and Willow, dance, 
etc). When we get back from worshiping God in 
Big Group, we’ll have a Bible story, where we’ll 
learn something really special about God and 
what he has done in the lives of people in the 
Bible, and what he is doing and will do in our 
own lives!
 
Every week in our class, we will talk about a 
characteristic of God. Characteristic is a big 
word, isn’t it? Can you say that with me? (Have 
them say “characteristic” with you.) Good job. 
“Characteristic” is a really big word that just 
describes what someone or something IS.
 
Over the year in Tree House, we will learn 
about 12 different things God is, or 12 different 
characteristics that tell us who God is and 
what he does. For example, God is CREATOR. 
Can you say that? (“God is creator.”) And God 
is LOVE. (“God is love.”) And God is HEALER. 
(“God is healer.”) He is all of these things, and 
even more! The really cool thing about God is 
that he is all these things and more, all AT ONE 
TIME.
 
That’s pretty amazing, isn’t it? Today, we’ll talk 
more about who God is, but for now, before we 
go to Big Group, let’s play a game to learn who 
our classmates are!
 
Getting to Know You Ball Game

Supplies
Fireworks beach ball or any kind of ball (one per 
bin)
 
Explain that you will pass the ball around the 
circle (whether clockwise or counter-clockwise), 
and each time a child gets the ball, they will tell 
their name and one thing about themselves. 
Once everyone has had a chance to answer in 
the first round, you can switch things up and roll 
the ball to someone across the circle. Ask that 
child a random question (some examples are 
below, but feel free to be creative and make 
up your own), and then have them roll the ball 
to someone else. You can continue asking the 

questions or have the child who rolled the ball 
ask their classmate something. Make sure all 
children have a turn. Do this as long as time 
allows before Big Group.
 
Example questions:
1. How old are you?
2. What is your favorite/least favorite food?
3. What is your favorite color?
4. What is your favorite dessert?
5. What sports/games do you like?
6. Do you have siblings?
7. Do you have pets?
8. What is your favorite animal?
9. What was the best thing about this summer?
10. What is your favorite thing to do at the pool?

BIG GROUP TIME
please check your classroom schedule

Please talk to your class about the purpose of 
this time—to have fun worshiping God together. 
Give your class practical ideas of what this 
means (obey the teachers up on the stage, sing 
and praise God with a happy heart, keep your 
hands to yourself, etc.). Teachers, you are crucial 
in helping create a peaceful, orderly environment 
to worship God during this time. Thank you for 
your help!

SMALL GROUP TIME
25-30 minutes

Bible Story

Supplies
“God is . . .” wall decal with attributes attached 
(except Creator, Provider, All-powerful) Creator, 
Provider, All-powerful attributes from the wall 
decal (one of each in bin) 
**If a campus has a decal that already includes 
the attributes, you will not need the attribute 
signs listed above.  
 
Did any of you see fireworks this summer? 
(Allow time for answers.) Close your eyes and 
picture a fireworks show. When you think of 
fireworks, you imagine them being big, bright, 
and powerful, right? Each light is special, but 
when you put them all together, and they 
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spread out across the sky, we are amazed and 
say things like “ooh!” and “ah!” and “wow!” 
don’t we?
 
God’s glory is like this! His glory is made up 
of all the things we know about him. What do 
you know about God? (Allow time for answers. 
If a child mentions one of the attributes we talk 
about in Tree House, point to that characteristic 
on the fireworks decal. Continue to use the wall 
decal as much as possible throughout the class, 
as this will be in the room all year, and provides a 
great visual reminder for the kids.)
 
God’s glory cannot be contained. We will talk 
about this idea a lot this year. He is so many 
things to us and for us, and all at one time. (As 
you read these next few attributes, hold up the 
signs for the “God is . . .” wall decal and hang 
them on the decal.  If your decal includes all the 
attributes, point to each attribute mentioned.) 
He is CREATOR, which means he created the 
earth and all that is in it, including us. (Point 
to or hang “CREATOR” on the wall decal.) He 
is PROVIDER, which means that he gives 
us everything we need. (Point to or hang 
“PROVIDER” on the wall.) He is ALL-POWERFUL, 
which means he is stronger than we can even 
imagine and has the ability to do anything, 
even raise his son Jesus from the dead. (Point 
to or hang “ALL-POWERFUL” on the wall.)
 
We get to see God’s glory every day when 
we see God working in our lives. Like Zip 
and Willow said in Big Group, God has many 
characteristics. Remember how the balloons 
were overflowing the bucket? Each of those 
balloons represented one of God’s attributes 
or characteristics. God’s characteristics show 
us God’s glory. God wants us to know him and 
how wonderful he is. He is our Provider and 
Creator. He is all-powerful and uses his power 
for us. He loves us! Now let’s pray to God and 
thank him for his glory.

Prayer

Prayer time may not be appropriate immediately 
following story time. If this is the case, we ask that 
you be intentional about praying spontaneously 

or formally with the children at other times during 
class.
 
Dear God, thank you for being so great! Even 
though we cannot see you, we thank you for 
showing us your glory through all of the things 
you are and all the things you do. We love you, 
God. Amen.

God’s Glory Firework

Supplies
Worksheet  - “God is . . .” side (one per child)
Sheet of 12-15 star stickers (one sheet per child)
 
Have children turn to the “God is . . .” side of the 
worksheet. Point out that the colorful firework is 
like the one on the wall. Talk through each attribute 
on the sheet, explaining what each means and 
what each tells us about who God is. As you talk 
about the attributes, have the children decorate 
the page with the star stickers.

Let the children share what they know about these 
characteristics, if they want to and are able. Many 
of the older kids have been in Tree House before; 
they may be able to remember examples from 
their past Bible lessons of God healing (healing 
the leper’s spots), providing (parting the Red Sea), 
being relational (Adam and Eve), etc. Give them 
an opportunity to share what they’ve learned in 
the past year(s). Remind them that each of these 
things come together to create God’s glory.
 
***Have fun and let them do the crafts themselves, 
as much as possible.  This is a hands-on way for 
them to learn who God is and remember what 
they learn.  It doesn’t matter if they place the label 
or stickers in the wrong spot. What matters is 
teaching them who God is. ***

SNACK & ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Last 30 minutes

Please wash the children’s hands before snack 
time and say a prayer thanking God for the food.  
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Fireworks Coloring Sheet

Supplies:
Worksheet–coloring sheet side (one per child)
Crayons
 
Give each child a copy of the fireworks coloring 
page. Reinforce the idea from earlier that God 
is like the fireworks because his glory cannot 
be contained. His glory fills the earth much like 
fireworks fill the sky with light. Go over the verse 
with the children as they color.

Getting to Know You More

Supplies
Fireworks beach ball or any kind of ball (one per 
bin)
 
As time allows, play the “Getting to Know You Ball 
Game” from the Opening Activity. You can switch 
up the way you pass the ball around the circle, the 
questions asked, etc. You may even want to have 
the child who passes the ball be the one to ask 
the question!
 


