
Bible Passage: John 9

Personal Preparation

In the Old Testament, Isaiah prophesied about 
the coming Messiah. Isaiah 35:5-6 tells about 
a time when “the eyes of the blind will be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the mute will sing for joy.” When God 
the Son came to earth, he came as a healer—
removing skin disease, raising the dead to life, 
making the lame walk, and giving sight to the 
blind. 

John 9 gives us a glimpse of the kingdom of 
God, where creation is redeemed and opens 
our eyes to the greater purpose of suffering in 
our lives. The disciples asked Jesus a question 
that many still wrestle with today: Why is this 
person suffering? (In this case, why was this 
man born blind?) Was it because of sin? Jesus’ 
answer gives hope to anyone facing suffering: 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned. This 
came about so that God’s works might be 
displayed in him” (John 9:3). Because Jesus is 
Lord over everything, all suffering in this life 
has meaning and purpose. 

Miraculously, Jesus gave sight to the man 
who was blind. The man’s neighbors noticed 
the change, and he told them what Jesus had 
done for him. But the reaction of the religious 
leaders—skepticism and unbelief—reveals a 
different kind of blindness: spiritual blindness. 
Sin keeps us from seeing what is true about 
God. Jesus came as light into a dark world. He 
helps us see what is true so we can know God. 

Those who trust in Jesus are freed from sin 
and worship Jesus as Lord. We can live fully 
in the light of Jesus as we seek to make him 

known to others so that their eyes might be 
opened to the truth of the gospel as well.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group. This is the last week of this 
memory verse.

Isaiah 53:4-5
“Surely he took up our pain and bore our 
suffering, yet we considered him punished 
by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But 
he was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on 
him, and by his wounds, we are healed.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Jesus healed a man who could not walk.
2. Why did God create people? God created 

people to worship him, love him, and show 
his glory.

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

During his ministry on earth, Jesus taught 
people about God and his kingdom. He also 
healed people! Jesus healed ten men, and 
one was saved. Later, Jesus healed a woman 
and raised a girl from the dead. Last time, we 
learned how Jesus healed a man who could 
not walk. In today’s Bible story, Jesus gave 
sight to a man who was blind. Listen to this 
story from the Gospel of John.
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Play the video for the lesson titled, “Jesus 
Healed A Man Who Was Blind.”

Bible Lesson

This story gives us some wonderful news 
about the pain, sickness, and brokenness 
of the world. It is fairly common to think 
that if something sad or difficult happens 
to you, it is because God is punishing you. 
This story helps us see that sad or difficult 
circumstances are not God’s punishment, 
but ways that God can show his glory. The 
world is broken by sin. That means that we 
all face sad or difficult situations sometimes. 
Our actions have consequences too, so there 
are times when our sinful choices cause pain 
and suffering to us and those around us. But 
the natural consequences of foolish choices 
are not the same as God’s choice to punish 
us. 

Jesus’ disciples thought the man born 
blind must have either had wicked parents 
or perhaps he was wicked himself. But his 
blindness was not punishment; it was God’s 
way of showing his power and glory in the 
world. Afterward, the man who had been 
blind had faith that Jesus is the Messiah. 
However, the Pharisees refused to believe 
the truth. Jesus said that even though they 
could see, they were the blind ones! As you 
can imagine, they didn’t like that at all. But 
Jesus wasn’t talking about physical sight, he 
was talking about the ability to understand 
and believe the truth.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures. This is the last week with this 
memory verse.

Christ Connection

Our sin makes us unable to see the truth 
about God. Jesus came as a light in a dark 

world. He came to give us sight—a true 
understanding of God and his kingdom. 
Those who trust in Jesus see who he is and 
worship him. In a way, we are all born blind 
because we are born dead in sin. We cannot 
understand God’s Word. We cannot see the 
truth of the gospel. Thankfully, God reveals 
himself to us in the Bible so that we can have 
faith and live forever with him.

Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the gospel with the individuals, and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the gospel could mean for 
their lives.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Jesus 
Healed A Man Who Was Blind.” Today’s 
episode asks, “What should I do if God seems 
far away during hard times?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who was born blind? The man
2. What did Jesus mix to make mud? Spit 

and dirt
3. Where did Jesus put the mud? On the 

man’s eyes
4. What happened to the blind man? He 

could see!

Group B
1. Why was the man born blind? 

• So God’s works might be displayed in 
him (John 9:3)

2. How did Jesus heal the man? 
• Jesus mixed spit and dirt, put the mud 

on the man’s eyes, and told him to wash 
it off (John 9:6-7). 

3. What did the religious leaders do to the 
healed man? 
• Threw him out of the synagogue (John 

9:34)
4. In what ways are we like the man born 

blind? 
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• Guide individuals to consider what 
it means to be born in sin. Help them 
see that spiritual blindness prevents us 
from being able to pursue God on our 
own. Guide individuals to discuss what 
it feels like to be in darkness. Point out 
both the fear of the dark that some 
have and also the practical limitations 
of doing things in the dark.

5. Why do you think Jesus calls himself the 
Light of the world? 
• Jesus “lights up” our lives—helping us 

see and understand God’s truth, giving 
us joy, and helping us walk in obedience 
to God. Point out that while it is difficult 
to do things in the dark, light helps us 
work. 

6. How can we be given “spiritual sight”? 
• Think about the message of the gospel. 

We cannot earn salvation, but it is given 
freely to those with faith in Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. Salvation brings new 
life and the Holy Spirit’s help to love 
and obey God. 

Group C
1. Why was the man in today’s Bible story 

born blind?
• Jesus’ answer to the disciples: “Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned. This 
came about so that God’s works 
might be displayed in him.” Jesus was 
saying that man’s blindness was not a 
consequence of their sin. Sometimes 
our suffering is caused by our own sin, 
but often suffering is the result of living 
in a fallen world. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read 1 John 1:5-6.)

2. How does knowing Jesus cause us to 
think differently about suffering?
• The Lord is at work beyond what is 

happening immediately around us. 
Instead of feeling angry or hopeless, 
we can live with the hope that God is 
in control and will one day make all 
things right. Jesus took on the ultimate 
suffering by dying on the cross in our 
place so that we can endure suffering 
on earth and enjoy eternity with him. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 
Rom. 8:22-23.) 

3. How can you share your story to tell 
others about Jesus? 
• When his neighbors and the religious 

leaders asked the man what happened 
to him, he told them how Jesus had 
healed him. We can share how Jesus 
saved us and changed us. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read John 9:10-
11.)

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• Jesus’ disciples saw a man who was 
born blind. They had a question 
for Jesus: “Why was this man born 
blind?” They wondered if he was blind 
because he had sinned or maybe 
because his parents had sinned. The 
man’s blindness wasn’t some kind of 
punishment for sin. God had a greater 
purpose for this man’s life and suffering.

2. How were the religious leaders like the 
man who could not see?
• The religious leaders did not want to 

believe that Jesus has the power to 
heal. The man had been physically 
blind, but the Jewish leaders were 
spiritually blind. They did not see the 
truth about Jesus.

3. Why was the man in today’s Bible story 
born blind?
• Jesus’ answer to the disciples: “Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned. This 
came about so that God’s works 
might be displayed in him.” Emphasize 
that Jesus was saying that the man’s 
blindness was not a consequence 
of their sin. Sometimes our suffering 
is caused by our own sin, but often 
suffering is the result of living in a fallen 
world. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read 1 John 1:5-6.)

4. How does knowing Jesus cause us to 
think differently about suffering?
• The Lord is at work beyond what is 

happening immediately around us. 
Instead of feeling angry or hopeless, 
we can live with the hope that God is 
in control and will one day make all 
things right. Jesus took on the ultimate 
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suffering by dying on the cross in our 
place so that we can endure suffering 
on earth and enjoy eternity with him. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 
Rom. 8:22-23.)

5. How can you share your story to tell 
others about Jesus?
• When his neighbors and the religious 

leaders asked the man what happened 
to him, he told them how Jesus had 
healed him. We can share how Jesus 
saved us and changed us. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read John 9:10-
11.)

Prayer

God, we thank you for sending Jesus to be 
the light of the world. Please help us to be 
the light in the darkness and use us to bring 
people to you. Amen.
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