
Bible Passage: Luke 11; 18

Personal Preparation

Prayer is personal communication with God. 
Many people aren’t sure how to pray or feel 
uncomfortable praying. To pray effectively, 
then, we must be taught how to pray. This is 
why Jesus’ disciples asked him to teach them 
to pray. 

Jesus began with the Lord’s Prayer, not to 
establish the words we should use but to 
show how we should pray and what we should 
pray about. Through prayer, we demonstrate 
our dependence on and faith in the Lord. We 
should approach God as a Father and pray for 
his kingdom first and then for ourselves and 
others. 

Then Jesus told a story about a man who 
went to his friend in the middle of the night 
to ask for food for a visitor. The friend did not 
want to be bothered, but because the man did 
not give up, the friend finally gave him what 
he needed. God is not a sleepy neighbor. If 
a grumpy friend will reward persistence, how 
much more so will God? He cares about his 
children and is happy to give us what we need 
when we ask. 

In a similar way, a human father who loves his 
child would not give him a snake if he asked 
for a fish. Will God give us everything we ask 
for? No, but when we are persistent with our 
prayers, we can trust him to answer according 
to his glory and our good. 

Jesus used another parable in Luke 18—a 
judge was unwilling to grant a widow’s plea 
for justice, but the woman did not give up. So 
the judge gave her justice. We should not give 

up praying if we have not received an answer 
from God. God is not like a wicked judge. 
When we pray consistently, God will give us 
justice and he will act quickly. 

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

John 14:25-26
“All this I have spoken while still with you. 
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Following Jesus is not easy, but it is worth 
it.

2. Jesus taught about God and his kingdom. 
He taught that all Scripture is about him. 

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

Two weeks ago, we learned about the Sermon 
on the Mount. Jesus taught people how to 
live in God’s kingdom. We learned that the 
attitude in your heart is just as important as 
the behavior you show on the outside. Last 
week, we learned that following Jesus is not 
easy, but he is worth it. Jesus taught people 
that to follow him, they might have to give up 
everything and would have to put him first 
even over their families or their own lives!
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Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus 
Taught About Prayer.”

Bible Lesson

Jesus taught people how to pray. Jesus 
shared the words known as “The Model 
Prayer” or “The Lord’s Prayer.” Was Jesus 
saying that when we pray, we should say 
those exact words? (Invite individuals to 
share their thoughts.) No, Jesus was giving 
an example. We can also find this prayer in 
Matthew 6. How did Jesus address God in his 
prayer? Look at Luke 11:2. (Allow individuals 
to read the verse and respond.) Jesus 
prayed to God as “Father.” That’s the kind 
of relationship we can have with God—like 
a relationship between a child and a father. 

We can pray boldly and tell God exactly what 
we need. This is what Jesus taught through 
the story of the man going to his friend to 
borrow bread in the middle of the night. The 
man was not afraid to ask his friend for what 
he needed, and the friend—even though he 
didn’t really want to get out of bed—gave 
the man what he asked for. God is better 
than a sleepy friend! He is happy to answer 
our prayers. Jesus also told a story about 
a widow and a judge. How did the widow 
approach the judge? Look at Luke 18:2-5. 
(Allow individuals to read the verses and 
respond.) The woman was persistent; she did 
not give up. Jesus taught us to be persistent 
in prayer, asking God without giving up.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

Jesus taught us to pray. Because of Jesus, 
we can pray to God as a Father and ask for 
what we need. We can trust that God is good 

and loving, and we can count on him to do 
what is right. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Jesus 
Taught about Prayer.” Today’s episode asks 
“How should we pray? Is there a right or wrong 
way to pray?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. What is personal communication with 

God? Prayer
2. The Lord’s Prayer shows us how to pray. 

What are some of the things we should 
pray for? God’s Kingdom come; forgive us 
so we can forgive others; give us our daily 
bread

Group B
1. Why did Jesus say the friend would help 

his neighbor even late at night? 
• His neighbor asked boldly (Luke 11:8)

2. What did Jesus say a father would not 
give his son? 
• A snake, a scorpion (Luke 11:11-12) 

3. Why did the unjust judge do the right 
thing for the widow? 
• She kept asking (Luke 18:4-5)

4. How do these parables encourage us to 
pray? 
• The person being asked was a sinner 

and still did the right thing. Jesus 
wanted people to see that because 
God is much greater than people; he 
can be trusted to hear our prayers and 
respond in the perfect way.

5. Can you think of a time you prayed for 
something specific? What happened? 
• Let participants provide specific 

examples from their lives. Do not allow 
any individuals to shame others for 
asking for things that may seem silly or 
unimportant. Encourage individuals to 
discuss honestly if they got the answer 
they wanted and how they knew.
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6. What are some things you are praying 
about now?
• Have people share their requests with 

the group if they want to. Write them 
down. Offer time for the individuals to 
pray for one another. Close the time by 
thanking God for always doing what is 
best. Have the individuals pray for one 
another throughout the week. 

Group C
1. Will God always give us what we ask for 

when we pray?
• The Bible says God gives us what we 

ask for when we ask according to his 
will, or his plan. Sometimes God does 
not give us what we ask for because 
we ask for wrong things or for wrong 
reasons, or because he has a better 
plan for us. We can trust that God is 
good and loving, and we can count on 
him to do what is right. (Option: Choose 
a volunteer to read 1 John 5:14.)

2. Why do we pray?
• Prayer is how we talk to God. We can 

praise him, confess our sins, thank 
him, and ask for help. Prayer shows 
our dependence on God and our trust 
in him. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read Heb. 4:16.)

3. What can you do when you aren’t sure 
what to pray? 
• Prayer is like having a conversation 

with a friend at the lunch table. We can 
share our feelings and our thoughts. 
God knows our hearts and is happy to 
hear from us. Our prayers don’t need 
to be long or eloquent. The Holy Spirit 
helps us when we pray. (Option: Choose 
a volunteer to read Ps. 34:17.)

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• Jesus prayed to God as “Father.” That’s 
the kind of relationship we can have 
with God—like a  relationship between 
a child and a father. We can pray boldly 
and tell God exactly what we need.

2. What does the story of the widow and 
judge teach about prayer?
• The woman was persistent; she did 

not give up. So the unjust judge did 
what was right. Jesus taught us to be 
persistent in prayer, asking God without 
giving up. God is a just judge; he will 
always do what is right. 

3. Will God always give us what we ask for 
when we pray?
• The Bible says God gives us what we 

ask for when we ask according to his 
will, or his plan. Sometimes God does 
not give us what we ask for because 
we ask for wrong things or for wrong 
reasons, or because he has a better 
plan for us. We can trust that God is 
good and loving, and we can count on 
him to do what is right. (Option: Choose 
a volunteer to read 1 John 5:14.)

4. Why do we pray?
• Prayer is how we talk to God. We can 

praise him, confess our sins, thank 
him, and ask for help. Prayer shows 
our dependence on God and our trust 
in him. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read Heb. 4:16.)

5. What can you do when you aren’t sure 
what to pray?

Prayer is like having a conversation with a 
friend at the lunch table. We can share our 
feelings and our thoughts. God knows our 
hearts and is happy to hear from us. Our 
prayers don’t need to be long or eloquent. 
The Holy Spirit helps us when we pray. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 
34:17.)

Prayer

God, thank you for teaching us how to pray 
and talk to you. Thank you for being a good 
Father to whom we can go with every trouble, 
praise, and need. Amen.
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