
Bible Passage: Luke 12

Personal Preparation

A very large crowd—thousands of people 
(Luke 12:1)—had gathered around Jesus as he 
taught his disciples. The people recognized 
him as a rabbi (teacher), so it was not unusual 
that someone called out, asking Jesus to settle 
a financial dispute. But Jesus knew the man 
was motivated by greed, and he told a story. 

In Jesus’ parable, a rich man had so many 
crops that he decided to tear down his barns 
and build bigger ones. That way, he could 
store everything he had and take it easy. But 
the man was foolish and short-sighted. He 
didn’t consider he could die that very night. 
The saying is true: “You can’t take it with 
you.” Rather than storing up treasures for 
ourselves, we should live to glorify God and 
live generously, using what we have on earth 
to make an eternal impact. 

Jesus also addressed worry with his disciples. 
Jesus’ followers should not be anxious about 
their basic needs. God takes care of the 
birds and the flowers. People are God’s most 
valuable and beloved creatures; we can trust 
him to provide for us! 

Jesus contrasted the way the unsaved 
Gentiles lived with how believers should live. 
Unbelievers seek wealth and possessions as 
if that is the main goal in life. They act like God 
does not care about their needs. But our focus 
should not be on ourselves, our wealth, and 
our possessions; we should focus on God’s 
kingdom. We do not need to worry—God will 
provide. He is glad to give us what we need! 

God gives us good gifts on earth. We can 
steward these gifts for his glory. Earthly 

treasures will not last forever. When Jesus is 
our greatest treasure, we can live generously 
and trust God to provide what we need.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

John 14:25-26
“All this I have spoken while still with you. 
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Following Jesus is not easy, but it is worth 
it.

2. Jesus taught about God and his kingdom. 
He taught that all Scripture is about him. 

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

When we follow Jesus, we give him complete 
control of our lives. When he was on earth, 
Jesus taught people how to live in God’s 
kingdom. I’m so thankful for God’s Word, the 
Bible, so we can know what Jesus taught. We 
learned that following Jesus is not easy, but 
he is worth it. Also, Jesus taught people how 
to pray. Today’s Bible story is called “Jesus 
Taught about Possessions.” What do you 
think Jesus said about the things we own? 
Let’s find out!
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Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus 
Taught About Possessions.”

Bible Lesson

I think that most of us know what it feels like 
to want something really badly. Greed and 
selfishness are a natural part of our sinful 
hearts. We want things we don’t have, and 
sometimes we make those things into idols 
by focusing all our attention on what we 
want and how we will get it. Jesus explained 
that this is not a good way to live. Sin always 
keeps us from feeling joy. It’s important to 
notice that Jesus doesn’t promise that God 
will give us everything we want. God is 
righteous and loving. He always does what 
is best. He doesn’t always give us what we 
want because often, we want things that are 
bad for us. God wants to take care of us. 

Jesus pointed to nature as an example of 
God’s care. He reminded people that if we 
can trust God to take care of all the plants 
and animals in nature, we can certainly trust 
him to take care of us. He loves people more 
than any other part of creation. We can trust 
him to meet our needs. But what about the 
things we want? Well, Jesus’ teaching helps 
us understand a very important truth: he is 
more valuable than anything else. The only 
way to experience real joy, peace, and love is 
to live for God’s kingdom, worshiping Jesus 
as King. When we understand that Jesus is 
the greatest treasure, we understand that 
we can live without the things that we often 
think are so important. God may still choose 
to bless you with cool toys or fun games, 
but people who treasure Jesus most will be 
transformed by his love. Believers can use all 
their possessions to bless other people and 
share God’s love with their neighbors. When 
we say that it is better to give than to receive, 
we really mean it! We’ve received all we need 
through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, 
so we can give generously to others.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 

the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

Jesus is our greatest treasure. Jesus left 
his place in heaven to live humbly on earth. 
Jesus obeyed God to set up his kingdom. We 
can give generously and trust God to provide 
everything we need. When we worry about 
what we do and do not have, it distracts us 
from worshiping Jesus and obeying him out 
of love. Thankfully, Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross makes the way for us to have a new 
life, so we can put away the distractions and 
live for God’s glory. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Jesus 
Taught About Possessions.” Today’s episode 
asks “Is it wrong to own lots of possessions?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. What did the rich man store up? His 

possessions
2. Who does God feed? The birds
3. Who told people to seek the Kingdom of 

God? Jesus
4. If you treasure toys more than Jesus, 

where is your heart? On your toys

Group B
1. What happened to the rich man who 

stored up his possessions? 
• He didn’t get to use them because he 

died. (Luke 12:20)
2. What did Jesus say about the birds? 

• They don’t plant or harvest food, but 
God feeds them. ( Luke 12:24) 

3. What treasure did Jesus tell people to 
seek? 
• The kingdom of God; heavenly treasure 

(Luke 12:31-33)
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4. What does “Where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also” mean? 
• When we value something a lot, we 

think about it. Whatever we treasure 
most, we will spend our time and energy 
trying to get or protect. Greed distracts 
us from loving God and obeying his 
commands to be generous.

5. What do you think treasure in heaven will 
be like? 
• Talk to the individuals about what 

they think, and encourage them to be 
honest. Gently guide them away from 
the traditional ideas of gold, silver, or 
jewels. Help them see that heavenly 
treasure has more to do with enjoying 
God’s perfection and living in a perfect, 
restored world.

6. How can we avoid greed and selfishness?
• In order to overcome greed, we must 

understand Jesus’ generosity displayed 
on the cross. As we better understand 
the extravagant generosity of Christ, 
our love for him will move us to show 
generosity as Jesus did. 

Group C
1. In what ways has God been generous 

toward you and your family?
• God has provided for your family—

physically and spiritually. Point out 
ways God provides by giving us friends, 
neighbors, and teachers. Acknowledge 
his greatest provision, Jesus. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 30:18.)

2. How can we fight against greed?
• We can fight greed by humbly relying on 

God and giving generously. We can ask 
God for what we need and trust that he 
will answer and provide in the way that 
is best for us. We can pray for the Holy 
Spirit’s help in seeking God’s kingdom 
first. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read James 4:1-2.)

3. Share about a time you were selfish or 
felt tempted to act selfishly. How can 
generosity lead others to Jesus? 
• Invite the individuals to share their 

experiences. Point out that the world 
teaches that we should look out for 

ourselves. In Jesus’ kingdom, the 
opposite is true. We can put others 
first because God meets all of our 
needs. When believers live generously, 
others may ask why, and we can share 
how God has been generous to us by 
providing eternal life through Jesus. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 
Cor. 10:24.)

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• Jesus taught people not to worry 
because God provides for our needs. 
God provides for the birds and the 
wildflowers. You are worth more than 
birds and wildflowers. God created 
you in his image, and he cares about 
you. He will provide what we need. He 
has already provided for our greatest 
need—salvation from sin—by sending 
his Son.

2. How can we live as people of God?
• Even today, many people believe that 

the most important thing about life is 
earning as much money as you can or 
owning the newest and the best things. 
But for believers, that is not what is 
most important. We can be generous 
with what we have, using it to help 
others and tell them the good news 
about Jesus.

3. In what ways has God been generous 
toward you and your family?
• God has provided for your family—

physically and spiritually. Point out 
ways God provides by giving us friends, 
neighbors, and teachers. Acknowledge 
his greatest provision, Jesus. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 30:18.)

4. How can we fight against greed?
• We can fight greed by humbly relying on 

God and giving generously. We can ask 
God for what we need and trust that he 
will answer and provide in the way that 
is best for us. We can pray for the Holy 
Spirit’s help in seeking God’s kingdom 
first. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read James 4:1-2.)
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5. Share about a time you were selfish or 
felt tempted to act selfishly. How can 
generosity lead others to Jesus?

 Invite the individuals to share their 
experiences. Point out that the world 
teaches that we should look out for 
ourselves. In Jesus’ kingdom, the opposite 
is true. We can put others first because God 
meets all of our needs. When believers live 
generously, others may ask why, and we 
can share how God has been generous to 
us by providing eternal life through Jesus. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Cor. 
10:24.)

Prayer

God, thank you for providing for all our 
needs. Please help us to see that everything 
we have is a gift from you. Give us generous 
hearts and an attitude toward possessions 
that brings you glory. Amen.



8.23.4


