
Bible Passage: John 10

Personal Preparation

Jesus’ teaching caused division among the 
Jews. They argued about who he was and 
where he had come from. Had he really come 
from God? Was he crazy or demon-possessed? 
In John 10, Jesus taught about himself by using 
a comparison that is found throughout the Old 
Testament: the Lord as the Shepherd of his 
people. 

In Bible times, shepherding was a common 
occupation. Leaders of nations—even non-
Israelite nations—would refer to themselves 
as shepherds of the people. A good shepherd 
would guide, provide for, and protect his 
people. Yet Old Testament prophets like 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel criticized Israel’s 
leaders for failing to shepherd God’s people 
well. The Israelites were like sheep—helpless 
and wandering—and they longed for a truly 
good shepherd. 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who provides 
abundant life for his sheep. A shepherd would 
gather his sheep at night and form a pen to 
keep the sheep in and to keep wild animals 
and thieves out. The shepherd would lay 
across the opening. Like a shepherd provides 
safety for his sheep, Jesus provides salvation 
and eternal life for those who believe in him. 

Jesus is also the Good Shepherd who lays 
down his life for the sheep. A shepherd 
protects his sheep from wolves and other wild 
animals, even at risk to his own life. Jesus gave 
up his life on the cross to rescue sinners from 
sin and death. 

Finally, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who 
knows his sheep. Even when two or more 

flocks gathered in a pen, a shepherd could 
call for his sheep and they would respond to 
the sound of his voice. Jesus knows his sheep 
personally. 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, came to do his 
Father’s plan: to die on the cross and rise 
again so that we might be saved. We can live 
sacrificially as we point others to the sacrifice 
Jesus made for us.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group. This is the last lesson with this 
verse.

John 14:25-26
“All this I have spoken while still with you. 
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for 
his people.

2. Jesus taught about God and his kingdom. 
He taught that all Scripture is about him. 

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

Several weeks ago, we learned about 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Does anyone 
remember what Jesus taught in his Sermon 
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on the Mount? (Allow individuals to respond.) 
Jesus taught people how to live in God’s 
kingdom. He also taught that following him 
is not easy, but he is worth it. Jesus taught 
people how to pray, and Jesus taught people 
not to worry because God provides for our 
needs. Today’s Bible story is called “The 
Good Shepherd.” Let’s find out how Jesus 
is the Good Shepherd and how we are like 
sheep. 

Play the video for the lesson titled “The Good 
Shepherd.”

Bible Lesson

In those days, many people would have been 
familiar with the job of a shepherd. In lots 
of places in the Old Testament, God’s Word 
uses sheep and shepherds as examples. 
Jacob was a shepherd, and so was Moses. 
David was a shepherd before he became 
king and even wrote a psalm saying God 
was his shepherd. So when Jesus spoke of 
sheep, the religious leaders knew he was 
really talking about God’s people. Jesus’ 
teaching is important because it helps us 
understand that some people want to hurt 
God’s children, like the thief. Others may not 
want to hurt God’s children, but they won’t 
stay around to protect them either, like the 
hired hand. 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for 
his people. He laid down his life for us. The 
religious leaders were very upset when 
Jesus said these things because they knew 
that Jesus was saying he is God. They did 
not want to believe that, but it is true. Jesus 
is God the Son. He came to earth to save 
people from sin by dying on the cross and 
rising again on the third day. Everyone who 
believes becomes a sheep in Jesus’ flock. 
And Jesus never loses any sheep. We can 
trust that Jesus will care for us perfectly until 
the day he returns to fully start his perfect 
kingdom.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures. This is the last lesson with this 
verse.

Christ Connection

Jesus is the Good Shepherd. God sent him 
to rescue sinners. Jesus laid down his life 
for his sheep so they could have forgiveness 
and eternal life. When we trust in Jesus, we 
are his sheep who listen to, follow, and obey 
him.

Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the gospel with the individuals, and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the gospel could mean for 
their lives. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “The 
Good Shepherd.” Today’s episode asks, “Why 
should we follow Jesus? Why can’t we do 
whatever we want?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who cares for sheep? Shepherds
2. God is a Shepherd. Who are his sheep? 

God’s people
3. Who wants to steal, kill, and destroy? The 

thief
4. Who lays down his life for his sheep? 

Jesus—the Good Shepherd

Group B
1. How will sheep know their shepherd? 

• By his voice (John 10:3-4))
2. Why does a thief come? 

• Only to steal, kill, and destroy (John 
10:10)
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3. What does the good shepherd do? 
• Lays down his life for the sheep (John 

10:15)
4. Why do you think Jesus compares people 

to sheep? 
• Sheep are animals that need guidance. 

On their own, they cannot thrive. Using 
the imagery of sheep also refers back 
to Psalm 23 and Old Testament figures 
like David, Moses, and Jacob.

5. How can we become part of Jesus’ flock? 
• Jesus’ flock includes all people who 

have faith in Jesus. We cannot earn 
salvation, but God gives it freely to all 
who believe the truth of the gospel. 
Salvation comes by grace through faith.

6. How do you feel knowing that no one can 
snatch us from Jesus?
• Read John 10:28 and have the 

individuals discuss their feelings. Help 
them see that everyone who has faith 
in Jesus has eternal life. Explain to 
them that Jesus’ promise is not based 
on our behavior but on his power and 
goodness. Share your thoughts about 
these promises. 

Group C
1. How do you feel knowing that Jesus 

knows each of his sheep personally—by 
name?
• Have the individuals share their 

thoughts. Emphasize that each person 
is created in the image of God. He 
knows each of us by name. Jesus said 
that no one can take his sheep from 
him. He knows us and cares about us. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 
Luke 12:7.)

2. What can you do when you feel lost and 
God feels far away?
• Lost sheep cannot find their way back 

on their own, but when they cry out, the 
shepherd hears and rescues them. We 
can cry out to God, seeking him through 
prayer and his Word. He will bring us 
back to himself. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Ps. 77:1.)

3. How can the way you live point others to 
Jesus as the Good Shepherd? 
• Living sacrificially can give individuals 

the opportunity to tell others about 
the sacrifice Jesus made for us. As 
Jesus’ sheep, believers should seek to 
listen to, follow, and obey him. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read 1 Tim. 4:12.)

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• Jesus saw that God’s people are like 
sheep. They need a good leader—a 
trustworthy shepherd. Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd who cares for his 
people.

2. How does Jesus protect his sheep?
• Sheep face the threat of thieves and 

robbers. If God’s people are the sheep, 
a thief—like the devil—tries to keep 
them from following God. When we 
trust in Jesus, we belong to him. We can 
trust in him for protection. No one can 
snatch us from his hand. We can rest in 
safety when Jesus is our Shepherd.

3. How do you feel knowing that Jesus 
knows each of his sheep personally—by 
name?
• Have the individuals share their 

thoughts. Emphasize that each person 
is created in the image of God. He 
knows each of us by name. Jesus said 
that no one can take his sheep from 
him. He knows us and cares about us. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 
Luke 12:7.)

4. What can you do when you feel lost and 
God feels far away?
• Lost sheep cannot find their way back 

on their own, but when they cry out, the 
shepherd hears and rescues them. We 
can cry out to God, seeking him through 
prayer and his Word. He will bring us 
back to himself. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Ps. 77:1.)
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5. How can the way you live point others to 
Jesus as the Good Shepherd?

 Living sacrificially can give individuals 
the opportunity to tell others about the 
sacrifice Jesus made for us. As Jesus’ 
sheep, believers should seek to listen to, 
follow, and obey him. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read 1 Tim. 4:12.)

Prayer

God, thank you for caring for us as a shepherd 
cares for its sheep. Please help us to joyfully 
listen to, follow, and obey Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd. Amen.
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