
Bible Passage: Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; 
John 6

Personal Preparation

Jesus’ disciples had been working hard, 
teaching people and healing them. Jesus 
called them to go away with him to a desolate 
place so they could rest. By this time, Jesus’ 
popularity was so great that finding a place 
to be alone was difficult. When Jesus and his 
disciples crossed the Sea of Galilee, the crowd 
of people was already waiting for them on the 
other side. 

Jesus saw the crowds, but he wasn’t frustrated 
or angry. He didn’t tell them to go away. 
Instead, he had compassion on them because 
they were lost—like sheep without a shepherd. 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who seeks and 
saves the lost (Luke 19:10, John 10:14). 

The miracle Jesus performed that evening—
feeding 5,000 men plus women and children—
is the only miracle during Jesus’ earthly ministry 
that is recorded in all four Gospels. The same 
God who provided manna for the Israelites in 
the wilderness multiplied loaves and fish to 
satisfy the crowd. 

But Jesus didn’t intend only to meet people’s 
physical needs. He came to satisfy their 
spiritual needs as well. In John 6:35, Jesus 
said, “I am the bread of life.” He said that no 
one who comes to him will ever be hungry, 
and no one who believes in him will ever be 
thirsty again. 

Jesus is the bread that came down from 
heaven (John 6:41). God provided his Son as 
the perfect sacrifice to take away our sins. At 
the first Lord’s Supper, Jesus broke bread—a 
symbol of his death on the cross (Matt. 26:26). 

As you teach individuals this Bible story, help 
them know that God can and will provide for 
our needs. Individuals can trust him for their 
“daily bread” (Matt. 6:11). God met our greatest 
need in giving us salvation through Jesus. Will 
he not graciously give us all things (Rom. 8:32)?

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Psalm 40:5
“Many, Lord my God, are the wonders you 
have done, the things you planned for us.
None can compare with you; were I to 
speak and tell of your deeds, they would 
be too many to declare.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Jesus fed the crowd to glorify God
2. Jesus performed miracles to glorify God, to 

show he is the Son of God, and to care for 
people. 

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

Last week, we heard the story of Jesus 
calming a storm. Jesus’ disciples knew he 
was a good man and a good teacher. But 
when Jesus calmed the wind and the waves, 
he showed his disciples that he is also God. 
God rules the sea and stills its waves (Ps. 
89:9). As God the Son, Jesus has power over 
nature. Today’s Bible story is called “Jesus 
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Fed the Crowd.” What do you think we will 
learn about Jesus today? Let’s find out. 

Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus Fed 
the Crowd.”

Bible Lesson

Sometimes I think about how frustrated the 
disciples probably felt at the start of this 
story. They were tired, hungry, and trying to 
get a break from the crowd of people who 
all followed Jesus. When they saw the huge 
crowd waiting for Jesus on the other side of 
the Sea of Galilee, they probably had a lot 
of anger bubbling up inside them. I know I 
would have. But how did Jesus respond? 
The Bible tells us that he saw them and felt 
compassion. He knew that the crowd was 
filled with people who were like lost sheep. 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and he wanted 
to take care of the people. Now think back to 
the disciples again. As it got later and later, 
they finally had a chance to get away from 
the crowd by sending them to go get food. If 
I had been one of the disciples when Jesus 
told me to give them food, I might have 
lost my temper. If being tired, hungry, and 
surrounded by strangers weren’t irritating 
enough, now Jesus was asking the disciples 
to do something that was essentially 
impossible. But it was only impossible for 
them. 

Nothing is impossible for God. Jesus didn’t 
say, “Don’t worry, I’m going to do a miracle 
to feed everyone.” Instead, he helped his 
disciples take on the challenge a little bit at 
a time. First, they found what little food was 
available. Then, they helped get the whole 
crowd seated. Next, they passed out the food 
bit by bit. It’s possible they kept expecting 
the food to run out after each person. But 
by the end, they had gathered more in 
leftovers than they had to begin with! Jesus 
miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves 
and two fish.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

In a way, this can help us see what following 
Jesus can be like. We won’t usually know 
ahead of time what God’s plan for us is. 
Sometimes we might feel frustrated or 
overwhelmed. But we can trust Jesus each 
step of the way. His plans are perfect. He will 
help us push through and obey. By feeding 
the five thousand, Jesus provided for the 
physical needs of the crowd. The next day, 
Jesus called himself the bread of life (John 
6:35). Only Jesus is able to satisfy our souls 
forever by providing forgiveness, peace with 
God, and eternal life.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Jesus 
Fed the Crowd.” Today’s episode asks, “If 
Jesus meets our needs, why do some people 
not have food to eat?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who did Jesus travel over the Sea of 

Galilee with? His disciples
2. Who gathered to hear Jesus speak? A 

crowd of people
3. What food did they have? Five loaves and 

two fish
4. About how many people did Jesus feed 

with his miracle? 5000

Group B
1. Why had Jesus and his disciples crossed 

over the Sea of Galilee? 
• To be alone (Matt. 14:13)
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2. What did the disciples want to do with the 
hungry crowd of people? 
• Send them away to buy their own food 

(Matt. 14:15)
3. How many baskets full of leftovers did 

the disciples gather? 
• Twelve (Matt. 14:20)

4. What does this story show about Jesus? 
• Think about the compassion Jesus 

shows. Jesus wants to meet the needs 
of people. He met their physical needs 
by healing them and feeding them, but 
he also met their spiritual needs. Jesus 
taught about God before dying on the 
cross and rising again. Jesus’ work 
made the way for us to be forgiven and 
have eternal life with God.

5. Why did Jesus call himself the bread of 
life? 
• Talk about the role of bread in Old 

Testament stories. Remind them about 
the manna God provided and the 
significance of the unleavened bread 
at Passover. Help them see that, just as 
bread represents a basic necessity—
food—Jesus is necessary to have 
spiritual life with God.

6. How can we learn to trust Jesus more?
• We can grow in faith in many ways: 

such as studying the Bible, gathering 
together as a church, praying, and even 
fasting. Help kids understand what 
those disciplines are and how we do 
them. 

Group C
1. How was Jesus able to feed the crowd 

with just five of the loaves of bread and 
two fish?
• Jesus’ feeding the crowd was a miracle! 

God provided manna as food in the 
wilderness for his people. When the 
people saw this sign, many believed 
Jesus was the Prophet whom God had 
promised to send. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Matt. 6:33.)

2. What did Jesus mean when he said he is 
“the bread of life”?
• Bread satisfies the body; Jesus satisfies 

the soul. Only Jesus is able to satisfy our 
souls forever by providing forgiveness, 
peace with God, and eternal life. The 
eternal life Jesus provides for our souls 
is better than bread that temporarily 
satisfies our bodies. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read John 6:27.)

3. How has Jesus recently provided for some 
of your needs—physically or spiritually? 
• Share ways the Lord has provided for 

their needs. Every good gift comes from 
God. He provided for us in the greatest 
way by sending his Son to give life to 
the world. (Option: Choose a volunteer 
to read John 6:33.)

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• God always takes care of us. God 
can and will provide for our needs. 
Receiving food when you are hungry is 
great, but everyone has a need that is 
much bigger than physical hunger.  We 
all sin, and our sin separates us from 
God. Jesus gives us what we need the 
most—a right relationship with God.

2. What was the disciples’ attitude toward 
the crowds? What was Jesus’ attitude?
• Jesus’ disciples told Jesus to tell the 

people to go away and find something 
to eat. They thought feeding the crowd 
would be too difficult or too expensive. 
Jesus had compassion for the crowds. 
He miraculously fed a crowd with five 
loaves and two fish. Everyone ate until 
they were full.

3. How was Jesus able to feed the crowd 
with just five of the loaves of bread and 
two fish?
• Jesus’ feeding the crowd was a miracle! 

God provided manna as food in the 
wilderness for his people. When the 
people saw this sign, many believed 
Jesus was the Prophet whom God had 
promised to send. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Matt. 6:33.)

8.24.2



8.24.2

4. What did Jesus mean when he said he is 
“the bread of life”?
• Bread satisfies the body; Jesus satisfies 

the soul. Only Jesus is able to satisfy our 
souls forever by providing forgiveness, 
peace with God, and eternal life. The 
eternal life Jesus provides for our souls 
is better than bread that temporarily 
satisfies our bodies. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read John 6:27.) 

5. How has Jesus recently provided for some 
of your needs—physically or spiritually?
 Share ways the Lord has provided for 

their needs. Every good gift comes from 
God. He provided for us in the greatest 
way by sending his Son to give life to 
the world. (Option: Choose a volunteer 
to read John 6:33.)

Prayer

God, we know you are powerful and loving. 
We thank you for being both for us. Please 
meet us in our specific needs. Amen.



5000
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