
Bible Passage: Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9

Personal Preparation

As Jesus traveled and taught, people were 
trying to figure him out. Who was this man? 
Was he a prophet? Was he crazy? Where did 
he come from? Some people thought he was 
John the Baptist who had been raised from the 
dead; others thought he was Elijah or another 
ancient prophet. Peter recognized Jesus as 
God’s Messiah (Luke 9:19-20).

One of the ways Jesus revealed his identity 
was through his miracles. Jesus performed 
miracles to glorify God, to show he is the Son 
of God, and to care for people. For three of 
Jesus’ disciples—Peter, James, and John—
Jesus’ identity became even more clear when 
they witnessed his transfiguration (change 
in appearance). The disciples accompanied 
Jesus to a mountain to pray. The location was 
likely Mount Hermon, which sits about 40 miles 
north of the Sea of Galilee. 

Jesus’ appearance changed as he prayed—his 
face changed and his clothes became dazzling 
white. Moses and Elijah appeared with him, and 
they talked about Jesus’ upcoming departure 
(his death and resurrection). Peter, James, and 
John had been sleeping, but they awoke to 
the incredible sight. 

When you teach, review who Moses and Elijah 
were. In the Old Testament, God called Moses 
to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. Later, Elijah 
was a prophet to Israel. As Moses and Elijah 
were leaving, a cloud covered the whole 
group, and a voice—God the Father’s—said, 
“This is my Son, the Chosen One; listen to 
him!” 

At the transfiguration, Peter, James, and John 
beheld Jesus’ glory. We look forward to the 
day when Jesus will return in full glory to make 
all things new. While we wait, God calls us to 
share the gospel with others so they can share 
in the joy of knowing Jesus, the Son of God, 
and seeing his glory when he returns.

Memory Verse

Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group. This is the last lesson with this 
memory verse.

Psalm 40:5
“Many, Lord my God, are the wonders you 
have done, the things you planned for us.
None can compare with you; were I to 
speak and tell of your deeds, they would 
be too many to declare.”

Points of Emphasis

1. Jesus showed his glory to Peter, James, 
and John. 

2. Jesus performed miracles to glorify God, to 
show he is the Son of God, and to care for 
people. 

Activity #1

Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

We’ve already heard about a few of the 
miracles Jesus performed. When a storm 
threatened to overtake the boat Jesus and 
the disciples were in, Jesus calmed a storm 
to show the disciples he is God. Another 
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time, Jesus was teaching a crowd when 
the disciples realized the people needed 
to eat—but they did not have enough food 
for everyone. What did Jesus do? Jesus 
miraculously fed a crowd with five loaves 
and two fish. After sending the crowd away 
and telling his disciples to go back across the 
sea, Jesus went to a mountain to pray. He met 
the disciples again on the sea. Jesus showed 
he is God by walking on water. Today’s Bible 
story is called “Jesus Showed His Glory.” 

Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus 
Showed His Glory.”

Bible Lesson

Jesus showed his glory to Peter, James, 
and John. Mark wrote that Jesus’ clothing 
was whiter than any person could get them 
no matter how much they were washed. 
Matthew explained that Jesus’ face shone 
like the sun! It would have been an incredible 
sight. Jesus’ glory is bright and intense, but 
it’s more than just a light. Jesus’ glory is 
sort of like a combination of many different, 
wonderful things about him. His glory is the 
intensity of his goodness. It is the depth of 
his love. It is the fullness of his holiness. It 
is the height of his fame. It is the length of 
his endlessness. It is also the majesty of his 
power. Jesus is the greatest treasure in the 
world. 

Jesus is more than a good man or a wise 
teacher—he is God the Son. The Bible tells 
us he is the image of the invisible God. He is 
the King of kings. All things were created by 
him and for him. Without him, all of creation 
could no longer exist. When Peter, James, 
and John saw Jesus in his glory, they saw 
who Jesus really is more clearly than they 
ever had before.

Activity #2

Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures. This is the last lesson with this 
memory verse.

Christ Connection

Jesus showed his glory to Peter, James, and 
John. Jesus said he would die, rise from the 
dead, and return to heaven. One day, Jesus 
will come back to earth in his glory to make 
all things new. This story tells of the first time 
Jesus revealed his glory to humans, but it 
will not be the last time humans see Jesus in 
glory. When Jesus returns to earth wearing 
bright white clothing and shining brighter 
than the sun, he will destroy all evil and fix 
everything wrong in the world. Everyone who 
has faith in Jesus will receive new, glorified 
bodies to live forever with God.

Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the gospel with the individuals, and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the gospel could mean for 
their lives.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Jesus 
Showed His Glory.” Today’s episode asks 
“What is God’s Glory?”)

Group A
Early Learner
Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who showed his glory to James, John, 

and Peter? Jesus
2. Where did He show his glory? At the top 

of a mountain
3. Who stood with Jesus in glory? Moses 

and Elijah
4. What did Jesus’ face shine like? The sun
5. Who did the voice tell Peter, James, and 

John to listen to? Jesus

Group B
1. Where did Jesus show his glory? 

• At the top of a mountain (Mark 9:2)
2. Who stood with Jesus in glory? 

• Moses and Elijah (Mark 9:4)
3. What did the voice tell Peter, James, and 

John to do? 
• Listen to Jesus (Mark 9:7)
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4. Why do you think Jesus chose to reveal 
his glory to Peter, James, and John? 
• Those three disciples were leaders 

among the disciples. They were Jesus’ 
closest friends as well as some of his 
most loyal followers. Showing his glory 
to them was a way to help them see 
that he truly is God’s Son.

5. How should we respond to Jesus? 
• Discuss appropriate ways we might 

respond to the good news about Jesus. 
Talk to the individuals about what 
it would look like to feel overjoyed, 
humbled, and awestruck. Part of our 
response to Jesus is loving obedience 
to his commands, including a desire to 
tell others about him.

6. How do you feel when you think of Jesus’ 
return?
• Everyone who has faith in Jesus will be 

glorified with him and live forever with 
God. 

Group C
1. What do you think the disciples realized 

about Jesus after they saw him changed?
• This event further confirmed that 

Jesus is God’s Son. God’s words at 
Jesus’ baptism (Mark 1:11) point out that 
even though Jesus said he would rise 
from the dead, the disciples did not 
understand what he meant (Mark 9:10). 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 
104:1-2.)

2. How is Jesus greater than Moses and 
Elijah?
• Moses had seen a glimpse of God’s 

glory. Afterward, Moses reflected 
God’s glory in his face (Ex. 34). Elijah 
told people about God’s glory (1 Kings 
18). Jesus, however, shows God’s 
glory directly and brings us into God’s 
presence. (Option: Choose a volunteer 
to read Heb. 3:3-6.)

3. Why should we listen to Jesus? 
• At Jesus’ transfiguration, a voice said, 

“This is my beloved Son . . . Listen to 
him!” Jesus is God in the flesh. We listen 
to Jesus by submitting to him as the 
King of our lives, listening to what he 
tells us through his Word, and obeying 

him. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read John 14:23.)

Group D
Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God?

• Jesus showed his glory to Peter, James, 
and John. Jesus said he would die, rise 
from the dead, and return to heaven. 
One day, Jesus will come back to earth 
in his glory to make all things new.

2. How was Jesus changed?
• Jesus’ face shone like the sun and his 

clothes were as white as light. Moses 
and the prophet Elijah also appeared in 
glory.

3. What do you think the disciples realized 
about Jesus after they saw him changed?
• This event further confirmed that 

Jesus is God’s Son. God’s words at 
Jesus’ baptism (Mark 1:11) point out that 
even though Jesus said he would rise 
from the dead, the disciples did not 
understand what he meant (Mark 9:10). 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 
104:1-2.)

4. How is Jesus greater than Moses and 
Elijah?
• Moses had seen a glimpse of God’s 

glory. Afterward, Moses reflected 
God’s glory in his face (Ex. 34). Elijah 
told people about God’s glory (1 Kings 
18). Jesus, however, shows God’s 
glory directly and brings us into God’s 
presence. (Option: Choose a volunteer 
to read Heb. 3:3-6.)

5. Why should we listen to Jesus?
 At Jesus’ transfiguration, a voice said, 

“This is my beloved Son . . . Listen to 
him!” Jesus is God in the flesh. We listen 
to Jesus by submitting to him as the 
King of our lives, listening to what he 
tells us through His Word, and obeying 
him. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read John 14:23.)

Prayer
God, we praise you for showing your glory 
through your Son. Help us eagerly share the 
good news about Jesus with others. We look 
forward to the day when you will return in all 
your glory. Amen.
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