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LESSON 47 SKIT  
 

Principle:  We cannot run from God.  God’s discipline is good for us.  
God’s love is for us and others.  

Bible Character(s): Jonah 
Scripture Reference: Jonah 1-4 

 PERSONAL PREPARATION:  Before this weekend, please read through Jonah 1-4.  

This is our last lesson in the Old Testament. God commanded Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh, 
which was full of sin and evil, to warn them of His wrath. Jonah instead tried to run from God by ship 
to Tarshish, but God disciplined him for his sin by sending a storm and Jonah was thrown into the 
ocean. God sent a big fish to swallow Jonah up, thereby saving him. After Jonah recognized God’s 
mercy and forgiveness for saving him, he obeyed God’s command to go to Nineveh and warned them 
of God’s plan to destroy the city. The people changed their ways and turned from their sin. God was 
merciful and forgave them of their sin. Jonah was then angry that God would be gracious to them.   
 
God used discipline to change Jonah’s heart and help him recognize his sin and need for salvation. 
How has God revealed your sin and need for Him? Are you continually thankful for God’s salvation? 
How do you respond when someone in sin is shown mercy and forgiveness – do you struggle with the 
fact that they were not punished for what they deserve? Do you reflect God’s mercy and love to 
others around you? 
 

BIG GROUP TIME - 35-40 minutes  

 

1) Run-through/Prayer 
Run-through order of service (assigned parts, transitions, slides for music and skit, video if applicable, 
etc), assign door greeters, pray, mic check 
 

2) Welcome Cabins  
 

3) Intro Song  
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4) Camp Competition 
Cabin Paper-Rock-Scissors Tournament 
This competition involves everyone in the cabin. There will be a rock-paper-scissors tournament to 
see which cabin will get the camp banner for the week. The catch is that each cabin will pair up with 
another cabin to face off, and the whole cabin will decide what they want to be (rock, paper, or 
scissors) before they play against their partner cabin. Cabins will line up across from each other and 
play rock-paper-scissors with everyone in the same cabin displaying their cabin’s choice to try to win. 
If there is a tie, face off again (3 ties and both teams are out) to get a winner. Winning cabins face off 
against each other, and continue until there is an overall champion cabin, which wins the camp banner 
for the week. 
 

5) Worship   
Worship Connector: Do you think you can run or hide from God?  Today we are going to read about 
a man named Jonah who tried to run away from God because he did not want to obey God’s 
instructions.  God knew what was best for him, but Jonah did not trust in God’s plan.  When we choose 
to disobey God’s commands, sometimes He uses discipline to change our heart so that we will not 
miss out on His plan.  God has a plan for each of us because He loves everyone in this world so much.  
As we sing this last song, think about how great God’s love is for us. 
  

6) Skit  
God’s Discipline For Us in Love  
 
ProPresenter: 
None 
 
Characters: 
Storyteller 
Staff Member #1: Jonah 
 
Props: 
"Floam" or "Slime" 
Artificial Plants To Look Like Seaweed 
Wilson Volleyball (Like The One From The Movie "Cast Away")  
Scuba Mask 
Child’s circular float 
 

Script: 
***DIM LIGHTS then bring back up on Jonah 
It is dark all around Jonah.  He finds a light. Jonah should have some green slime on his face and hands 
that he slings off of himself.  He should also have some seaweed on his head that he slings off. 
 
Jonah: Where, where am I? (Gently swaying back and forth.) Wheewww! It stinks in here.  What is this 
place?  Is someone burning fish sticks?  (Picks up a scuba mask.)  Hey, what’s this?  Oh, a scuba mask. 
(Picks up circular float and puts it around his neck.) Oh, and here’s someone’s float.   
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Hummmm…smells like fish…there’s a scuba mask…a float…(Pause in deep thought.) I think I’m near 
the water. (Picks up a volleyball) Hey, Wilson! (Relieved.) Whew! It’s great to see a familiar face. My 
friend, Tom, has been looking for you, by the way. How did you get here?  And, where are we, anyway? 
I guess you’re not talking, huh?   
 
Well, I don’t know where we are, Wilson, but I’ve gotta tell ya, it’s disgusting here. I mean, have you 
ever smelled anything so horrible? I thought the ship was bad. It was nothing compared to this place.  
Oh, you don’t know about the ship, do you? I’ll start from the beginning. See, God asked me to go to 
Nineveh. Yeah, I know, Nineveh!  It’s the worst. The people there are so evil. They plot against God, 
they take advantage of helpless people, they do cruel things to people in war, and they participate in 
every sin you can imagine.  When God asked me to go there and preach, I ran. I headed for Tarshish as 
fast as I could.  I got on a ship headed that way. When we got out in the sea, the most violent storm 
you can imagine came upon us. The crew knew that I was the reason for the storm. They asked me 
what I had done to upset my God. When the storm got so bad that they were terrified, they asked me 
what to do. I told them to just throw me over board. As soon as they did, the storm grew calm.   
 
But there I was in the middle of the deep ocean. Seaweed was wrapped around my head.  The waves 
were sweeping over me. The current swirled around me. It was terrible. I just knew that was the end 
for me. I remember now, Wilson! That’s when I saw a huge fish, like a whale, coming toward me. Could 
I be…could I be…in the belly of that fish?! Wilson, is it possible? Did God use a giant fish to save me 
from death in the middle of the ocean? 
 
Wow, God is so good. I disobeyed Him. He asked me to go to Nineveh and I ran. I was afraid to go to 
Nineveh. I deserved to die in the middle of the ocean for disobeying God. But, He had mercy on me. 
He sent this fish to save me. Could He be giving me a second chance to obey?  
 
***DIM LIGHTS (as Jonah freezes or exists quietly) then bring back up on Storyteller  
 
Storyteller:  That’s someone’s interpretation of what it could have been like for Jonah when he was 
in the belly of a huge fish. There was a little humor in the skit, but actually, it had to be a horrible 
experience for Jonah. We’ve heard the story so many times and sung fun songs about Jonah being 
thrown off the boat and swallowed by the fish on his way to Tarshish. We forget that this was 
something that happened to a person just like you and me.  Jonah was actually thrown off of a ship 
into a raging sea. He thought he was going to drown. Can you imagine being in the middle of an ocean 
with waves crashing over you?  Jonah was probably struggling to breathe and sucking in a lot of water 
instead of air.  
 
God used the storm to discipline Jonah. God wanted Jonah’s heart to change; he wanted Jonah to 
turn back to Him. God uses discipline to change our heart as well.  He desires us to turn from our sin 
and follow His plan for our life because He loves us and knows this is what is best for us. When God 
disciplined Jonah through the storm he turned back to God.  He realized that he could not run from 
God. Jonah saw his sin, and, even though he deserved to die for his sin, God provided a fish to swallow 
Jonah so that he would not drown. 
 
Can you imagine being in the belly of a fish for 3 days and 3 nights? It was probably smelly, slimy and 
dark, yet this is what God used to save Jonah from drowning. While Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
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he prayed and thanked God for saving him.  Jonah saw that he had sinned, that he could not run from 
God and realized that God had saved him from death.  In his prayer Jonah says, “Lord, you are the one 
who saves.” 
 
Jonah promised God that he would go to Nineveh. And he kept his promise. He preached to the 
people of Nineveh, and they all changed the way they were living and turned to God.  Instead of being 
happy, Jonah became very angry with God.  He didn’t think God should be so merciful and forgiving 
with people who had lived in such sin. He didn’t think it was fair that God just forgave them for their 
terrible sin.   
 
So, just as God used the fish to teach Jonah, God decided to use a tree to teach Jonah.  God caused a 
tree to grow up over the pouting Jonah and give him shade from the scorching sun.  Jonah was happy 
under the shade of the tree. Then, God sent a worm to eat the tree and leave Jonah under the rays of 
the burning sun. Jonah became so angry with the tree.  God asked Jonah how he could go from 
happiness to anger so easily.  God loved the people of Nineveh as much as He loved Jonah. God 
wanted them to come to know and follow Him.  God’s love is for everyone. He sent Jesus to die for 
our sins, to prove His love for us. Let’s pray. 
 
Thank You, God, for being a forgiving and loving God. You sent Jesus to pay the price for our sins. 
Your love is for everyone. Help us to willingly share it by going where You want us to go.  Amen. 
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