
Bible Passage: Matthew 13

Personal Preparation
The Gospels record dozens of Jesus’ parables. 
A parable is a simple story Jesus told to help 
people understand the kingdom of God. Each 
parable taught a lesson and revealed deep and 
often mysterious truths about God’s kingdom 
for those who would understand. (See Matt. 
13:10–15.) 
In Matthew 13:31–33, Jesus tells two stories 
about the kingdom of God. In the first, he 
compares God’s kingdom to a mustard seed. 
In those days, the mustard seed was the 
smallest seed planted in the region. Despite 
its size, the seed yielded a tall, tree-like bush 
with branches for birds to nest in. Jesus was 
teaching that although God’s kingdom started 
out small with Jesus and a few disciples—
it grows and spreads. We still witness this 
growth today. 
Then Jesus compares God’s kingdom to 
leaven, or yeast, that is mixed into the flour. 
In time, yeast causes a dense ball of dough 
to grow and rise. God’s kingdom grows in a 
similar way, moving throughout the world and 
changing lives. 
Then, in the parables of the hidden treasure and 
the priceless pearl, Jesus teaches about the 
value of God’s kingdom. A man came across a 
treasure buried in a field and sold all he had to 
buy the field. A merchant, finding a priceless 
pearl, sold all he had to buy it. Jesus teaches 
that the kingdom of heaven is so valuable, we 
would be wise to give up everything in order 
to have it. Jesus emphasizes this truth in his 
encounter with the rich young ruler. (See Matt. 
19:16-22.) 
As you teach the individuals, help them begin 
to grasp the truth about God’s kingdom. The 
kingdom of God is growing in the world. 
This kingdom is valuable and worth giving 
everything for. While we wait for Jesus to 
return and fully set up his kingdom, we carry 

out the mission of telling others about King 
Jesus, who rescues sinners.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Colossians 1:13–14
“For he has rescued us from the dominion 
of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

Points of Emphasis
1. God’s growing kingdom is more valuable 

than anything. 

2. God loves and rules over his creation 
according to his perfect plan.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video
Remember that the Bible is made up of many 
different stories, but they all fit together 
to tell one big story—the story of how God 
rescues sinners through his Son, Jesus. In 
the New Testament, we see how God sends 
Jesus to earth in a human body. Jesus spends 
three years teaching people about God and 
his kingdom before he dies on the cross to 
rescue people from sin and death. Today we 
are going to hear what Jesus teaches about 
God’s kingdom. This story is called “Kingdom 
Parables.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Kingdom 
Parables.”
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Bible Lesson
Jesus told stories about what God’s kingdom 
is like. First, he compared the kingdom of 
heaven to a mustard seed and to leaven, 
or yeast. Have you ever seen a mustard 
seed? (Allow individuals to respond.) It is very 
small—about 1 to 2 millimeters across. But 
when a mustard seed grows, what happens? 
Look at Matthew 13:32. (Allow individuals to 
read the verse and respond.) The mustard 
seed becomes a tree that can reach up to 20 
feet tall and 20 feet wide, and birds nest in 
its branches. Now think about yeast. When 
you mix a small amount of it into the dough, 
it slowly affects all the dough and causes it 
to rise. God’s kingdom is like this. It started 
small, with just twelve disciples, but it spread 
and now people all over the world follow 
Jesus. The Bible says that one day, people 
from every tongue, tribe, and nation will 
worship him. Jesus also told a story about 
a man who was working in a field. What did 
the man find in the field? Look at Matthew 
13:44. (Allow individuals to read the verse and 
respond.) The man found a treasure in the 
field. He knew the treasure was valuable, 
so he sold everything he had to buy the 
field and get the treasure. In the same way, 
a merchant looking for pearls found one 
priceless pearl. He sold everything he had 
to buy it. God’s growing kingdom is more 
valuable than anything. The kingdom of God 
continues to grow today as we tell others the 
good news of the gospel, and it is a treasure 
that we should seek after.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
The kingdom of God is growing in the world. 
This kingdom is valuable and worth giving 
everything for. While we wait for Jesus to 
return and fully set up his kingdom, we carry 
out the mission of telling others about King 
Jesus, who rescues sinners. That brings us to 
our big picture question. How does God care 
for his creation? God loves and rules over 

his creation according to his perfect plan. By 
sending Jesus to defeat sin, God is working 
out his plan to restore the whole earth.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Kingdom 
Parables.” Today’s episode asks “Where is 
God’s Kingdom? What does it look like?”)

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. What is the kingdom of heaven like? A 

mustard seed

2. What does the mustard seed grow to 
become? A tree

3. What does the man find in the field? 
Treasure

4. What did the man sell to get the treasure? 
All his possessions

Group B
1. Who fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy about 

listening and not understanding? Those 
who didn’t understand Jesus’ parables. 
(Matt. 13:13–14)

2. How is the kingdom of heaven like a 
mustard seed? It looks small but grows 
large and provides shelter. (Matt. 13:32)

3. How is the kingdom of heaven like a 
buried treasure? It is valuable and worth 
giving up everything to get. (Matt. 13:44)

4. Have you ever had to give up something 
to follow Jesus? Guide individuals to 
discuss situations they may have faced 
where they had to choose obedience over 
popularity, comfort, or another thing the 
world can offer. Be prepared to share your 
own experiences too. 

5. Would you give up everything to follow 
Jesus? Think through the kinds of 
sacrifices some believers must make, such 
as missionaries or those living in places 
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hostile to Jesus. Remind them that God 
may not tell them to give up everything, but 
they are called to be ready if necessary. 

6. How can you help God’s kingdom grow? 
Talk through ways individuals can live on 
mission. Help them come up with ways 
to show love to others and creative ways 
they can share the gospel with friends and 
loved ones. Remind them that the Holy 
Spirit gives us wisdom and courage to 
know God’s will and obey it.

Group C
1. Why did Jesus teach in parables? Parables 

reveal hidden truths about God’s kingdom 
that not everyone will understand. Religious 
leaders did not accept Jesus as Messiah. 
They did not recognize that God’s kingdom 
had come, perhaps because it was unlike 
what they expected. When we understand 
the truth about God’s kingdom, we joyfully 
accept it and are blessed. (Option: Choose 
a volunteer to read Matt. 13:35.) 

2. What role can you play in growing God’s 
kingdom? Consider ways they can share 
the gospel with others. Remind them of 
the mustard seed, emphasizing that even 
seemingly small things, such as inviting a 
friend to church or praying for a neighbor, 
can have a big impact in God’s kingdom. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 
55:11.) 

3. What is most valuable to you? How do 
your actions show its value? Have the 
individuals share what is most important to 
them. Challenge them to assess whether or 
not their actions support their claims. Point 
out that some of the ways we show what 
is most valuable to us is in how we spend 
our time and resources. Discuss some of 
the things the world values and why God’s 
kingdom is more valuable than anything. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Matt. 
6:19–21.)

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

God’s growing kingdom is more valuable 

than anything. The kingdom of God 
continues to grow today as we tell others 
the good news of the gospel, and it is a 
treasure that we should seek after. 

2. What four stories did Jesus tell to teach 
about God’s kingdom? First, he compared 
the kingdom of heaven to a mustard seed 
and to leaven—or yeast. Jesus also told a 
story about a man who found a treasure 
in a field. He told the fourth story about a 
merchant who found a priceless pearl. 

3. Why did Jesus teach in parables? Parables 
reveal hidden truths about God’s kingdom 
that not everyone will understand. Religious 
leaders did not accept Jesus as Messiah. 
They did not recognize that God’s kingdom 
had come perhaps because it was unlike 
what they expected. When we understand 
the truth about God’s kingdom, we joyfully 
accept it and are blessed. (Option: Choose 
a volunteer to read Matt. 13:35.) 

4. What role can you play in growing God’s 
kingdom? Consider ways they can share 
the gospel with others. Remind them of 
the mustard seed, emphasizing that even 
seemingly small things, such as inviting a 
friend to church or praying for a neighbor, 
can have a big impact in God’s kingdom. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 
55:11.) 

5. What is most valuable to you? How do 
your actions show its value? Have the 
individuals share what is most important to 
them. Challenge them to assess whether or 
not their actions support their claims. Point 
out that some of the ways we show what 
is most valuable to us is in how we spend 
our time and resources. Discuss some of 
the things the world values and why God’s 
kingdom is more valuable than anything. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Matt. 
6:19–21.) 

Prayer
God, thank you for your Word. Please help 
give us an understanding of your Word and a 
desire to seek your Kingdom above all else. 
Amen.
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