
Bible Passage: Luke 15

Personal Preparation
In Luke 19, Jesus pursues Zacchaeus, a chief 
tax collector. Zacchaeus is not well-liked, but 
his interaction with Jesus leads him to repent 
of his wrongdoing. Jesus says to him, “The 
Son of Man has come to seek and to save the 
lost” (Luke 19:10). 

Who are “the lost”? What does it mean to be 
lost? In Luke 15, Jesus tells three parables to 
the crowd of tax collectors, sinners, Pharisees, 
and scribes. Jesus’ teaching brings gospel 
truth to the tax collectors and sinners—those 
whose unrighteousness separates them from 
God—and to the Pharisees and scribes—those 
who rely on their own righteous efforts for 
salvation. 

The first two parables are similar. In one, a 
man loses a sheep. He leaves his flock to find 
the missing sheep, and he rejoices when it is 
found. In the second, a woman loses a silver 
coin. The woman carefully searches until she 
finds it. Then she calls her neighbors and 
friends to celebrate with her. Heaven rejoices 
when even one sinner repents. Finally, Jesus 
tells a parable about two sons. The younger 
son asks for his inheritance, wastes his money 
on immoral living, and decides to return to his 
father. Rather than rejecting his wayward son, 
the father embraces him. The older son, who 
has always been obedient to his father, reacts 
with anger. 

As you read Luke 15, think about the crowd 
Jesus is speaking to. The focus is often placed 
on the younger son—the one with whom the 
tax collectors and sinners could identify—but 
Jesus also makes a point about the older son. 
The older son is like the Pharisees and scribes, 
focusing on his own morality and feeling 
entitled to his father’s favor. 

Jesus teaches what God is like. He seeks 
sinners who have wandered far from him, and 
he seeks sinners who try to earn salvation by 
their good works. As you teach, help individuals 
understand that being lost means not knowing 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. God loves us, and he 
actively seeks to bring sinners to himself.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Colossians 1:13–14
For he has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom 
of the Son he loves, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Points of Emphasis
1. God’s growing kingdom is more valuable 

than anything. 

2. God loves and rules over his creation 
according to his perfect plan. 

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

If you were with us last time, you might 
remember that when he was on earth, Jesus 
spent three years teaching people about God 
and his kingdom before he died on the cross 
to rescue people from sin and death. Jesus 
often told parables, or stories, to help people 
understand what the kingdom of heaven is 
like. In Matthew 13, we see how Jesus taught 
that God’s growing kingdom is more valuable 
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than anything. Today’s Bible story is called 
“Three Parables.” Let’s find out more.

Play the video for the lesson titled “Three 
Parables.”

Bible Lesson

Jesus comes to seek and save the lost. The lost 
are any persons who do not have a personal 
relationship with Jesus. It is important for us 
to know that God loves the lost, because it 
helps us understand God’s incredible love. 
Because God is perfect and holy, he would be 
just to leave us alone in sin. Instead, he sends 
Jesus to save us. How do you feel about the 
older brother in Jesus’ parable about the 
lost son? When I was young, I sometimes 
read the story and thought the older brother 
was right. It seemed unfair to me that the 
younger brother would get a party after the 
mistakes he had made. It can be tempting to 
believe that if we behave in the right ways, 
we deserve better treatment or more love 
from God. That’s what the religious leaders 
in Jesus’ day thought! Thankfully, God’s love 
for us does not depend on how we behave. 
That’s a good thing, because it means that 
God also doesn’t love us less when we 
misbehave and make sinful choices.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

The good news is that Jesus is the mighty 
friend of sinners! We are all sinners—whether 
we break the rules or try really hard to obey 
them—and Jesus wants us to turn away 
from our sin and trust in him. The religious 
leaders complained that Jesus welcomed 
sinners. Jesus told these parables to teach 
about God’s forgiveness. God sent Jesus 
so sinners can be forgiven. As Savior, Jesus 
seeks sinners. He paid the ultimate price—
his own life—to save people from sin.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Three 
Parables.” Today’s episode asks “A kid who 
is mean to others just started coming to my 
church. What should my friends and I do when 
we see him at church?”)

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who welcomed sinners? Jesus

2. Which brother went and spent all of his 
money? Younger brother

3. Which brother went and spent his money 
responsibly? Older brother

4. How did the father welcome his younger 
son when he came home? He welcomed 
him with open arms.

5. Who welcomes us with open arms? Jesus 
- Our Father

Group B
1. What did the Pharisees and scribes 

complain about? Jesus welcoming sinners. 
(Luke 15:2)

2. How did the three characters from the 
parables react when what they lost was 
found? By rejoicing and celebrating. (Luke 
15:6,9,32)

3. Why was the older brother angry at the 
end of that parable? He felt his father was 
treating him unfairly. (Luke 15:29–30)

4. Do you ever feel like running away 
from God to live your own way? Help 
individuals think through times when it may 
feel like obeying God is a burden, such as 
when seeing a popular movie or playing a 
popular video game dishonors him. 

5. Do you ever feel like it’s unfair for God to 
love people who disobey him? All people 
are sinners. We often try to rank our sin or 
compare it to other people’s sin to justify 
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why we chose to sin. Help kids understand 
that all sin deserves death. 

6. How should we react to a person becoming 
a believer in Jesus? God welcomes sinners 
and loves them. We should respond like 
God does, with joy and celebration, not 
with doubt or skepticism.

Group C
1. How are we “lost” before we trust in 

Jesus? Being lost means not knowing 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. The Bible says 
that apart from Jesus, we are in darkness 
and are dead in sin. Jesus makes us alive 
and brings us into his kingdom. He shows 
us what is true about God and about 
ourselves. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read Eph. 2:8–9.) 

2. How does it make you feel that God came 
looking for you? God created us, so he 
knows us and sees us. He seeks after us 
because he loves us. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Ps. 139:1–2.) 

3. What might you say to someone who 
doesn’t know Jesus? Individuals can share 
their testimonies or stories of how they 
came to know and love Jesus. Review the 
Gospel Plan Poster and encourage kids 
to remember the five points to summarize 
the good news about Jesus: God rules, we 
sinned, God provided, Jesus gives, and we 
respond. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read 1 Cor. 15:3–4.)

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

God cares about people. He won’t ignore 
or give up on one lost person; he wants 
everyone to be part of his family. Jesus 
came to seek and save the lost. 

2. In the third parable, how did the father 
react to his son’s return? The father was 
so happy to have him home that he ran to 

hug him and he threw a party!  The father 
did not treat the younger son like a servant; 
rather, he invited him back into the family 
as a beloved son. 

3. How are we “lost” before we trust in 
Jesus? Being lost means not knowing 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. The Bible says 
that apart from Jesus, we are in darkness 
and are dead in sin. Jesus makes us alive 
and brings us into his kingdom. He shows 
us what is true about God and about 
ourselves. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read Eph. 2:8–9.) 

4. How does it make you feel that God came 
looking for you? God created us, so he 
knows us and sees us. He seeks after us 
because he loves us. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Ps. 139:1–2.) 

5. What might you say to someone who 
doesn’t know Jesus?  Individuals can 
share their testimonies or stories of how 
they came to know and love Jesus. Review 
the Gospel Plan Poster and encourage kids 
to remember the five points to summarize 
the good news about Jesus: God rules, we 
sinned, God provided, Jesus gives, and we 
respond. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read 1 Cor. 15:3–4.)

Prayer
God, thank you for being a loving Father. 
Thank you for joyfully welcoming us into 
your home. Thank you for welcoming us even 
when we have wandered away from you or 
trusted in ourselves rather than you. Amen.
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