
Bible Passage: John 11

Personal Preparation
Jesus receives word that his friend Lazarus 
is sick. Lazarus is the brother of Mary and 
Martha. They live in the town of Bethany, which 
is about two miles away from Jerusalem. Mary 
and Martha send a message to Jesus, likely 
expecting him to come right away. 

Jesus loves Mary, Martha, and Lazarus; yet 
he stays where he is, and Lazarus dies. Why 
would Jesus do such a thing? Jesus says that 
Lazarus’ sickness is “for the glory of God, so 
that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it” (John 11:4). He says that he is glad he wasn’t 
there when Lazarus died so that the disciples 
may believe (John 11:15). Jesus’ timing is always 
perfect, and he acts—or doesn’t act—so that 
God will be glorified. 

By the time Jesus arrives in Bethany, Lazarus 
has been in the tomb for four days. Martha 
goes to meet Jesus. She says to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have 
died.” Jesus had shown his power to heal 
people who were sick. Even still, she believes 
he can do a miracle. 

Jesus tells Martha, “I am the resurrection and 
the life” (John 11:25). Jesus is the source of 
life—eternal life that cannot be destroyed by 
death. Believers do not need to fear death 
because physical death is not the end (See 
John 11:25–26). Jesus endures death for us 
so that when we die and are absent from our 
physical bodies, our souls are with the Lord 
(See 2 Cor. 5:8).

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. His 
messiahship is clearly on display, and it is 
Jesus’ claims to be the Son of God that will 
lead to his death on the cross. Jesus interrupts 
Lazarus’s funeral knowing his will soon follow. 

Emphasize to individuals that when Jesus 
raises Lazarus from the dead, he shows that 
he has power over death. Jesus dies on the 
cross for our sins and is raised from the dead. 
He gives eternal life to those who trust in Him.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Colossians 1:13–14
For he has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom 
of the Son he loves, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Points of Emphasis
1. Jesus has power over death. 

2. God loves and rules over his creation 
according to His perfect plan.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

While on earth, Jesus travels throughout Israel 
teaching people about God and his kingdom. 
Jesus teaches that God’s growing kingdom is 
more valuable than anything. God’s kingdom 
grows as lost people put their faith in Jesus. 
Jesus comes to seek and save the lost. But 
not everyone believes Jesus. Many people 
misunderstand Jesus’ teachings. However, 
Jesus’ miracles prove that he is God and 
his teachings are trustworthy. Today we will 
learn about that. Our story is called “Jesus 
Raises Lazarus.”
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Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus 
Raises Lazarus.”

Bible Lesson

Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha, are 
Jesus’ friends. When Lazarus gets sick, Mary 
and Martha send a message to Jesus. Now, 
when I hear that someone I love is sick, I want 
to go visit him or her right away! Does Jesus 
hurry to see Lazarus? Look at John 11:5–6. 
[Allow kids to read the verse and respond.] 
No, but Jesus has a bigger plan. He waits two 
more days before he goes to Judea where 
Lazarus, Mary, and Martha live. Jesus explains 
to his disciples that Lazarus has died, and 
Jesus is going to wake him up. By the time 
Jesus arrives in Bethany, Lazarus has been 
dead for four days. How does Martha react 
when Jesus tells them to remove the stone 
from the tomb? Look at John 11:39. [Allow 
kids to read the verse and respond.] Martha 
objects. After four days, Lazarus’ body will 
smell. But Jesus tells her that if she believes, 
she will see how great God is. So the stone 
covering the entrance of the tomb is taken 
away, and what does Jesus say to Lazarus? 
(“Lazarus, come out!”) Lazarus comes out of 
the tomb. He is wrapped in cloth, so Jesus 
says, “Unwrap him and let him go.” Wow! If 
Jesus had healed Lazarus when he was sick, 
no one would have seen Jesus raise Lazarus 
from the dead. Jesus has power over death, 
and many people who saw what Jesus did 
believe in him.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures. This is the last lesson of the 
unit with this memory verse.

Christ Connection

When Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, he 
shows that he has power over death. Jesus 
says, “I am the resurrection and the life.” 
Jesus dies on the cross for our sins and is 
raised from the dead. He gives eternal life 

to those who trust in Him. Our life with God 
starts as soon as we trust in Jesus. We gain 
hope, joy, and peace. And beyond that, even 
after our physical bodies die we will be alive 
with God in heaven. When Jesus returns, He 
will raise us from the dead forever and fix 
everything sin has broken.

Play the Gospel Presentation video.

Discuss the gospel with the individuals, and 
answer any questions they might have. Help 
them think through what the gospel could 
mean for their lives.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Jesus 
Raises Lazarus.” Today’s episode asks “I know 
Jesus has power over death, but I still feel sad 
when someone dies. Is that ok?”)

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who was sick? Lazarus

2. Where was Lazarus’ body laid? The tomb

3. How long was Lazarus in the tomb? 4 days

4. Who did Jesus raise from the dead? 
Lazarus

5. Who did Martha say Jesus is? The Messiah
Group B
1. How long has Lazarus been in the tomb 

when Jesus arrives in Bethany? Four days 
(John 11:17)

2. Who does Martha say Jesus is? The 
Messiah, the Son of God (John 11:27)

3. What happens when Jesus tells Lazarus 
to come out? Lazarus obeys (John 11:44)

4. How can we know Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God? Guide individuals to think 
about what Jesus says about himself, 
what others say about Jesus, and what 
Jesus’ actions communicate. Remind the 
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individuals that only God has power over 
death. Jesus is God the Son, and we can 
trust what the Bible says about him.

5. What does it mean to live even if you 
die? We receive new life through Jesus. 
We receive abundant life as soon as we 
become Christians and the resurrection 
and eternal life we are promised in the 
future. Eternal life starts right away. 

6. How do you feel when you think about 
death? There is complexity in grief. Sadness 
about death is normal and healthy. Death 
was not part of God’s original design for 
creation. Point out that Christians have 
hope even in sadness because we know 
that death is not the end for those in Christ. 
All believers who die are reunited with God 
and live in his perfect kingdom forever.

Group C
1. Why did Jesus raise Lazarus from the 

dead? Jesus could have healed Lazarus 
while he was sick. Instead, Jesus waits and 
Lazarus dies. Jesus says Lazarus’ sickness 
will end not in death but in God’s glory. 
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead to show 
his power over death. God sometimes 
allows bad things to happen so that his 
glory might be displayed. (Option: Choose 
a volunteer to read Phil. 2:9-11.) 

2. Jesus says, “Everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die—ever.” 
What does he mean? Do you believe this? 
Unless Jesus returns first, we will face 
physical death on earth. But Jesus gives 
us eternal life. Though our bodies may 
die, this physical death is temporary. When 
Jesus returns and sets up his kingdom, we 
will get new bodies and will live with him 
forever. (Option: Choose an individual to 
read 1 Thess. 4:13–14.)

3. How do you think someone who comes 
back to life from the dead might live 
differently? How should we live differently 
as Christians who have been brought from 
death to life? When God gives us new life 
in Jesus, we should turn from our evil ways 
of sin and live for him. God created us to 

do good works and share the good news 
of Jesus with the world. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Eph 2:4–5.)

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

Sometimes God’s plans are different from 
our plans. Jesus waits two more days 
before he goes to Judea where Lazarus, 
Mary, and Martha live. Jesus explains to his 
disciples that Lazarus has died, and Jesus 
is going to wake him up. He tells Martha 
that if she believes, she will see how great 
God is.

2. Why do you think Jesus doesn’t heal 
Lazarus right away? If Jesus had healed 
Lazarus when he was sick, no one would 
have seen Jesus raise Lazarus from the 
dead. Jesus has power over death, and 
many people who saw what Jesus did 
believed in Him.

3. Why did Jesus raise Lazarus from the 
dead? Jesus could have healed Lazarus 
while he was sick. Instead, Jesus waits and 
Lazarus dies. Jesus says Lazarus’ sickness 
will end not in death but in God’s glory. 
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead to show 
his power over death. God sometimes 
allows bad things to happen so that his 
glory might be displayed. (Option: Choose 
a volunteer to read Phil. 2:9–11.) 

4. Jesus says, “Everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die—ever.” 
What does he mean? Do you believe this? 
Unless Jesus returns first, we will face 
physical death on earth. But Jesus gives 
us eternal life. Though our bodies may 
die, this physical death is temporary. When 
Jesus returns and sets up his kingdom, we 
will get new bodies and will live with him 
forever. (Option: Choose an individual to 
read 1 Thess. 4:13–14.) 

5. How do you think someone who comes 
back to life from the dead might live 
differently? How should we live differently 
as Christians who have been brought from 
death to life? When God gives us new life 
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in Jesus, we should turn from our evil ways 
of sin and live for Him. God created us to 
do good works and share the good news 
of Jesus with the world. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Eph 2:4–5.)

Prayer
God, please comfort those who are grieving. 
Thank you for doing everything for our good, 
please help us to see that even in our own 
hurting. Thank you for sending your Son to 
rescue us from sin and death. Amen.
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