
Bible Passage: Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; 
John 12

Personal Preparation
Leading into the last week of his ministry 
before his death and resurrection, Jesus enters 
Jerusalem as the King of kings. Many of God’s 
people traveled to Jerusalem for Passover. 
Jesus and his disciples travel to Jerusalem as 
well. Near Bethphage (BETH fayj) and Bethany 
near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sends two 
disciples ahead into a village. 

Jesus tells them, “You will find a young donkey 
tied there. No one has ever sat on it. Untie it 
and bring it here. If anyone says to you ‘Why 
are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 
Jesus will fulfill Zechariah’s prophecy: “Look, 
your King is coming to you . . . humble and 
riding on a donkey” (Zech. 9:9).

Jesus makes a spectacular entrance into the 
city. He rides a donkey, and people lay branches 
and their robes on the ground in front of him. 
The people welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem 
believe he is the promised Messiah, but they 
expect him to overthrow Roman oppression 
and set up an earthly throne. Jesus sends a 
different message. 

The next day, Jesus enters the temple and 
turns over the tables of the money-changers 
and those selling doves. Jesus refers to Isaiah 
56:7, declaring that his kingship will not just 
be over the Jews but overall people. While 
Jesus is in the temple, he heals the blind and 
the lame. Jesus’ actions declare, “I am not just 
your King; I am also your God.” (See Isa. 35:4–
6.) 

Finally, the priests and the scribes hear the 
children in the temple worshiping Jesus as 
their King. “Do you hear what these children 
are saying?” they ask. Jesus replies, quoting 
Psalm 8:2. Jesus gladly receives their praise 

because he is worthy of their praise. Jesus is 
the Son of God who came to overthrow sin 
and set up an eternal throne. Help individuals 
connect the dots between God’s promises 
of a Messiah and Jesus’ coming. Help them 
understand why Jesus came: to save the world 
from sin!

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Philippians 2:8
And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to death—even death on a cross!

Points of Emphasis
1. People welcome Jesus to Jerusalem as 

their King. 

2. Jesus lives a sinless life, dies on the cross, 
and is raised from the dead.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

All of the stories in the Bible fit together to 
form one big story about God’s plan to rescue 
sinners through his Son, Jesus. Over the past 
few weeks, we have learned about Jesus’ 
ministry on earth. [Point out some specific 
stories about Jesus’ ministry.] This week, we 
will begin to learn about the events that took 
place before his death on the cross. All the 
stories we have talked about have led us up 
to this week. Let’s start at the beginning of 
Jesus’ final week as he enters Jerusalem.

Volume 9, Unit 26, Lesson 1: Jesus Triumphal Entry

Gospel Project



Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus 
Triumphal Entry.”

Bible Lesson

Most of the people living in Israel during 
Jesus’ life would have been pretty familiar 
with the prophecies in the Scriptures. 
When Jesus comes in on a young donkey, 
the people welcome Jesus to Jerusalem as 
their King—the one God had promised years 
before. The problem is they only understand 
part of the truth. They expect Jesus to be an 
earthly king, setting up an earthly kingdom. 
The Roman Empire had conquered the area 
that included the land of Israel. The people 
are living under Roman rulers who do not 
love God or honor him. The people who 
worship Jesus and say “Hosanna” think 
Jesus will defeat the Romans, kick them back 
to Rome, and give the promised land back 
to God’s people. But Jesus comes to be an 
even better kind of King. Jesus’ kingdom is 
a heavenly kingdom, and he is our heavenly 
King. What does Jesus do to save us? Jesus 
lives a sinless life, dies on the cross, and 
is raised from the dead. Sin and death are 
defeated. Everyone who has faith in Jesus is 
forgiven and made new. When Jesus returns, 
he will set up his eternal kingdom where we 
will live forever with God.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

During Jesus’ triumphal entry, the people 
welcome him as King. Jesus is the Messiah 
spoken about by the prophet Zechariah: 
“Look, your King is coming to you; he is 
righteous and victorious, humble and riding 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” 
(Zechariah 9:9). One day, Jesus will return 
to earth on a white horse as King over 
everything.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Jesus 
Triumphal Entry.” Today’s episode asks “My 
mom is inviting over some new neighbors. She 
wants me to make them feel welcome, but I 
am not sure how. What should I do?”)

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. What did Jesus get his disciples for him 

to ride? Donkey

2. How did the people welcome Jesus to 
Jerusalem? As their King

3. What did Jesus do in Bethany? He spent 
the night

4. Who were the people calling “Hosanna” 
to? Jesus

Group B
1. Why did Jesus send his disciples to get a 

donkey for him to ride? To fulfill prophecy 
(Matt. 21:4–5)

2. What word did the people and the 
children say in praise of Jesus? Hosanna 
(Matt. 21:9,15)

3. Where did Jesus go to spend the night? 
Bethany (Matt. 21:14)

4. Why do you think the people welcomed 
Jesus with such excitement? In Jesus’ day 
people were looking for an earthly king to 
conquer their enemies and give them back 
control of their land. They believed Jesus 
was the promised King but misunderstood 
what kind of king he would be. 

5. When do you feel most excited to worship 
Jesus? Ways we worship God can be like 
singing praise, obeying our leaders, and 
doing our best work in school or sports. 
Anything done for God’s glory is worship.

6. Why do you think some people reject 
Jesus? The religious leaders hated Jesus 
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because they did not want to believe they 
needed help, and they feared losing control 
over the religious practices of the people. 
Today, it is much the same. People want to 
believe they are good on their own. They 
don’t want to believe that their sin is so bad 
it required Jesus’ death, and they don’t 
want to surrender control of their lives to 
him.

Group C
1. Why do you think the people welcomed 

Jesus as King? People knew the prophecies 
and believed Jesus was the Messiah who 
was promised long ago. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Ps. 118:26.)

2. What type of Messiah were the Jewish 
people expecting? Many were expecting 
the Messiah to be the conqueror of the 
Roman Empire, but God had another 
plan—a plan to save people from sin. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 
55:9.)

3. What are some things you can trust God 
with in your life, knowing that his plans 
are best? God is trustworthy and we can 
trust him in all areas of our life. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Prov. 3:5–6.)

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

God often does things in ways we don’t 
expect. The people had seen all that Jesus 
had done: His miracles and healing of the 
sick. Now they expected him to conquer 
the Romans and reign as King. That is not 
what Jesus did, but he would save his 
people in an even greater way. 

2. Why was Passover such an important 
time for the Jewish people? Passover was 
not just a special meal, but a weeklong 
celebration of what God had done to free 
his people from slavery in Egypt. This was 
especially important for the Jews during 
Jesus’  day because they were again under 
oppression—this time under the Roman 
Empire. They were looking for the rescuer, 
or Messiah, whom the prophets from long 
ago had said would come. 

3. Why do you think the people welcomed 
Jesus as King? People knew the prophecies 
and believed Jesus was the Messiah who 
was promised long ago. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Ps. 118:26.)

4. What type of Messiah were the Jewish 
people expecting? Many were expecting 
the Messiah to be the conqueror of the 
Roman Empire, but God had another 
plan—a plan to save people from sin. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 
55:9.)

5. What are some things you can trust God 
with in your life, knowing that his plans 
are best? God is trustworthy and we can 
trust him in all areas of our life. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Prov. 3:5–6.)

Prayer
God, thank you for sending Jesus as the 
Messiah. Thank you for the promise of 
eternal life that we have through you. Amen.
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