
Bible Passage: Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 
20

Personal Preparation
The religious leaders despise Jesus. He is a 
threat to their power, and they don’t believe 
he is the Messiah. The Jews decide to 
confront Jesus with questions. Perhaps he will 
misspeak, and they can trap him with his words. 
The Pharisees’ disciples ask him, “Teacher, is it 
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 

As far as these men are concerned, Jesus 
can not give a satisfactory answer to this 
question. If Jesus says God’s law requires 
them to pay taxes to Caesar, they can get the 
Jewish people—who hate paying taxes to the 
Romans—to turn away from Jesus. If Jesus says 
God’s law does not require them to pay taxes 
to Caesar, they can convince the Romans to 
arrest Jesus. But Jesus answers wisely: “Give 
. . . to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21). 
The men are speechless, and they leave. 

Then an expert in the law asks Jesus which 
command in God’s law is most important. The 
Pharisees know the law well and feel prepared 
to argue. Jesus quotes from Deuteronomy 6:5: 
“Love the LORD your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.” Then 
he emphasizes a second command: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Lev. 19:18). These 
commands summarize the rest of the law, and 
the Pharisees can not object. 

Jesus turns the tables and asks the Pharisees 
about the Messiah: “Whose son is he?” The 
Pharisees recognize the Messiah as the son 
of David. Jesus refers to Psalm 110, in which 
David calls the Messiah “Lord.” Why would he 
do that? The Pharisees have no answer. As 
fully man, Jesus is the son of David. But as fully 

God, he is greater than David; he is Lord. No 
one dares to question Jesus again. 

When the religious leaders question Jesus, he 
answers with wisdom and power. Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God. He has authority in 
heaven and on earth.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Philippians 2:8
And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to death—even death on a cross!

Points of Emphasis
1. Jesus speaks with wisdom and authority. 

2. Jesus lives a sinless life, dies on the cross, 
and is raised from the dead.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

Jesus is God’s Son. Coming to earth as a 
human, he travels throughout Israel teaching 
about God and his kingdom, performing 
miracles, healing people, and even raising 
people from the dead. Jesus’ ministry makes 
him very popular with the people and very 
unpopular with the religious leaders. Last 
week we learned that people welcome Jesus 
to Jerusalem as their King. This week, we will 
learn about the beginnings of the religious 
leaders’ plan to put a stop to Jesus’ ministry.
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Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus 
Questioned.”

Bible Lesson

Wow! Those are some tricky questions. I 
know for a fact that I wouldn’t have been 
able to answer them. However, Jesus speaks 
with wisdom and authority. No matter what 
kind of question Jesus’ enemies asks, he has 
just the right answer. The questions they ask 
are about things that can easily cause anger 
if Jesus isn’t perfectly wise to answer them. 
Taxes are the money governments charge 
people to pay for things like roads and armies. 
No one really likes paying taxes, but the 
Jews in Jesus’ time especially dislike paying 
taxes to Rome. Rome is an enemy living in 
their land, and the Jews pay the taxes! The 
religious leaders are hoping that Jesus will 
say one of two wrong things. If Jesus says, 
“Yes, it’s good to pay taxes to Caesar,” the 
religious leaders will accuse Jesus of being 
an enemy of God and his people. If Jesus 
says, “No, we should not pay taxes,” the 
religious leaders will tattle on Jesus to the 
Romans. Jesus’ answer is perfect. He shows 
that governments do have the right to charge 
some taxes, but we all have a responsibility to 
live generously toward God and his people. 
No matter what question they ask, Jesus has 
the right answer. When Jesus finally asks a 
question of his own, the religious leaders 
see they are outmatched for sure. They think 
they have a great understanding of Scripture, 
but Jesus shows them they understand 
much less than they thought. The Messiah 
is both the son of David—because Jesus is 
a descendant of David—and the Son of God, 
because he is born to Mary alone and God is 
his true Father.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

When the religious leaders question Jesus, 
he answers with wisdom and power. Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God. He is the Word 
of God, who comes to show us exactly what 
God is like. Jesus has authority in heaven 
and on earth. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Jesus 
Questioned.” Today’s episode asks “Why did 
the religious leaders hate Jesus so much? 
Didn’t they realize he was there to help?”)

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who came to ask Jesus difficult questions? 

Religious leaders

2. Whose image was on the coin? Caesar

3. What is the greatest commandment? 
Love God

4. What is the second greatest 
commandment? Love others

Group B
1. Why did the religious leaders come to 

ask Jesus difficult questions? To trap Him 
in His words, catch Him saying something 
wrong (Mark 12:13)

2. Whose image was on the coin Jesus 
asked to see? Caesar’s (Mark 12:16)

3. What are the greatest and second greatest 
commandments? To love God with all we 
have and to love others as ourselves (Mark 
12:29–31)

4. How was Jesus able to answer those 
tricky questions so well? Though Jesus 
is fully human, he is also fully God. Jesus 
has all the wisdom and authority of God 
and was able to see through the religious 
leaders’ schemes. 
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5. How can we answer with wisdom if 
people challenge our knowledge of God 
or the Bible? The source of wisdom is God 
himself. God gives wisdom generously to 
all who ask him for it in faith (James 1:5). 
We gain wisdom by studying God’s Word, 
praying, gathering with other believers, 
and following the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 

6. When is it difficult to trust Jesus’ wisdom 
and authority? It is sometimes hard to trust 
Jesus in hard or sad times. We can trust 
him even when we do not understand his 
plan or why difficult things are happening. 

Group C
1. Why did the religious leaders ask Jesus 

questions? Were they really interested 
in what Jesus was teaching? Religious 
leaders were only questioning Jesus to try 
to catch him doing something wrong. Jesus 
knew what they were trying to do and 
answered them with wisdom and authority. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Luke 
20:22-26.) 

2. How can we see Jesus’ wisdom and 
authority in the way he answered the 
religious leaders? Religious leaders 
thought they had come up with a question 
that would trap Jesus when they chose to 
ask him about taxes. They thought, either 
way he answered, the Jews or the Romans 
would have a problem with it; however, 
Jesus saw beyond their craftiness and 
answered with wisdom and power. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Luke 20:25.) 

3. How can we answer life’s questions with 
wisdom? We can find the answers to life’s 
questions as we spend time with the Lord 
through prayer and reading his Word. 
When we hide God’s Word in our hearts, 
we too can answer with wisdom. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 119:105.)

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

Jesus helped the religious leaders realize 
that the Messiah is both a human (the son 
of David) and the Son of God (David’s Lord). 

The religious leaders could not respond to 
that, so they stopped questioning Jesus.

2. Why did the religious leaders question 
Jesus? They did not like that Jesus claimed 
to be the Messiah, and they really didn’t 
like the way  he threatened their power and 
authority. But Jesus spoke with wisdom 
and authority. The religious leaders were 
amazed after listening to Jesus. Matthew 
22:46 says that from that day on, no one 
dared to challenge him again.

3. Why did the religious leaders ask Jesus 
questions? Were they really interested in 
what Jesus was teaching? The religious 
leaders were only questioning Jesus to try 
to catch him doing something wrong. Jesus 
knew what they were trying to do and 
answered them with wisdom and authority. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Luke 
20:22-26.) 

4. How can we see Jesus’ wisdom and 
authority in the way he answered the 
religious leaders? The religious leaders 
thought they had come up with a question 
that would trap Jesus when they chose to 
ask Hhm about taxes. They thought, either 
way he answered, the Jews or the Romans 
would have a problem with it; however, 
Jesus saw beyond their craftiness and 
answered with wisdom and power. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Luke 20:25.) 

5. How can we answer life’s questions with 
wisdom? We can find the answers to life’s 
questions as we spend time with the Lord 
through prayer and reading his Word. 
When we hide God’s Word in our hearts, 
we too can answer with wisdom. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 119:105.)

Prayer
God, thank you for sending Jesus to show us 
what you are like. Thank you for your authority 
in Heaven and on earth. We can trust you as 
our firm foundation for life. Amen.
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