
Bible Passage: Matthew 26–27; John 18–19

Personal Preparation
Jesus’ crucifixion, burial, and resurrection are 
the center of the gospel. Jesus accomplishes 
the plan God has been orchestrating 
throughout the Old Testament to bring 
salvation to sinners, and it happens in such an 
unlikely way. 

In the Book of Acts, Peter testifies to the 
Israelites about Jesus’ death: “Though he was 
delivered up according to God’s determined 
plan and foreknowledge, you used lawless 
people to nail Him to a cross and kill him” (Acts 
2:23). Crucifixion is a horrific way to die. As you 
teach the group, rather than focusing on the 
graphic details of how Jesus died, emphasize 
why he died. Two primary reasons stand out: 
God is loving, and God is just. 

First, God is loving. He sends his Son to be the 
Savior of the world because he loves us (John 
3:16; Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:10). Jesus submits 
to the Father’s will; he humbles himself and 
comes to earth as a man, and he lays down his 
life because he loves us (Eph. 5:2). 

Jesus lives the perfect life we fail to live and 
dies the guilty death we don’t want to die. 
Those who trust in him receive forgiveness 
and eternal life. 

Second, God is just. God’s law for the people 
is plain (See Deuteronomy 6:5). But God’s 
people, and all people, break the law. We 
have loved other things more than we love 
God. That is sin. So why does Jesus have to 
die? Why can’t he just say, “You are forgiven?” 
Because God is just, he requires due payment 
for sin. To simply forgive sin without requiring 
a payment would be unjust. 

Jesus is our substitute, taking our place on the 
cross and absorbing God’s wrath on our behalf 

so we can be forgiven and declared righteous. 
(See Rom. 3:25-26; Col. 2:13-15.) Jesus dies to 
rescue sinners from slavery to sin, and when 
we trust in Him, we are free indeed.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

Philippians 2:8
And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to death—even death on a cross!

This is the last lesson with this memory verse.

Points of Emphasis
1. Jesus dies on the cross to pay for our sins. 

2. Jesus lives a sinless life, dies on the cross, 
and is raised from the dead.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

All of the stories in the Bible fit together to 
tell about God’s plan to save sinners. Do you 
remember the story of Adam and Eve and 
how their sin separated them from God? After 
Adam and Eve sinned, everyone sinned and 
was separated from God. But God did not 
leave us alone. He promised to send a Savior 
to rescue us. By His mercy and grace, God 
sent his Son to be the Lamb who was slain 
for our sins. He took all the punishment for 
our sins to bring us back to God. The whole 
Bible points to the moment in today’s Bible 
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story when Jesus conquers the power of sin 
and death by dying on the cross.

Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus’ 
Crucifixion.”

Bible Lesson

Jesus stands before Pilate, the governor. 
Pilate asks him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus answers “Yes, that’s right.” 
Then the religious leaders make accusations 
against Jesus, but Jesus does not say 
anything. Pilate is surprised that Jesus is 
silent. Every year at Passover, the governor 
would free a prisoner, whichever prisoner the 
people chose. At that time, there is a prisoner 
named Barabbas (buh RAB uhs) who is very 
dangerous. So Pilate asks the crowd, “Who 
do you want me to set free? Barabbas or 
Jesus, who is called the Messiah?” The crowd 
answers, “Barabbas!” Pilate asks, “Then 
what should I do with Jesus, who is called 
the Messiah?” The crowd answers, “Crucify 
Him!” Pilate asks, “Why? What has He done 
wrong?” But the crowd keeps shouting, 
“Crucify Him!” Pilate’s soldiers take Jesus 
to the governor’s palace and gather around 
him. They take off his clothes and put a 
scarlet robe on him. They make a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head. Then they hit 
Jesus and mock him. “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
they say. The soldiers nail Jesus to a cross. 
Then they cast lots to decide who gets his 
clothes. They put a sign above his head that 
says: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF 
THE JEWS. Two criminals are crucified next 
to him. As Jesus is on the cross, people mock 
him. “He saved others, but he cannot save 
himself!” they say. From noon until three 
in the afternoon, darkness covers the land. 
Then Jesus cries out, “My God, My God, why 
have you forsaken me?” Jesus shouts again 
with a loud voice, “It is finished!” Then Jesus 
dies. Suddenly, the curtain in the temple 
sanctuary splits in two, from top to bottom, 
and there is an earthquake. One of the men 
near the cross says, “This man really was 
God’s Son!” Jesus is buried in a rich man’s 
tomb cut into a rock. A stone is sealed in 

front of the tomb and Roman soldiers stand 
guard so that no one can steal Jesus’ body.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection

We deserve to die because of our sin, but 
God loves us and keeps his promise to send 
a Savior. Jesus never sins, but he dies in our 
place. He is the blood sacrifice made once 
and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Jesus 
is raised from the dead on the third day, and 
those who trust in him have forgiveness and 
eternal life. 

Play the Gospel Presentation video.

Discuss the gospel with the individuals, and 
answer any questions they might have. Help 
them think through what the gospel could 
mean for their lives. 

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Jesus’ 
Crucifixion.” Today’s episode asks “If salvation 
is a gift, why does God ask us to do good 
things?”)

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who did the Jews send to his death? 

Jesus

2. What did they put on Jesus’ head? A 
crown of thorns

3. How many men were crucified with 
Jesus? Two

4. Who said “It is finished” right before he 
died? Jesus
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5. What did Jesus’ death act as? A payment 
for our sin

Group B
1. How many men were crucified with 

Jesus? Two, John 19:18

2. What did the sign over Jesus’ cross say? 
JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE 
JEWS (John 19:19)

3. What did Jesus say right before He died? 
“It is finished” (John 19:30).

4. What do you think Jesus meant when he 
said it is finished? Jesus’ death provided 
the payment for sin, ending its power over 
people. His death was also the completion 
of the most difficult part of his mission on 
earth. Discuss the importance of Jesus’ 
death in purchasing our salvation. 

5. Why did Jesus have to die? Help individuals 
process the depth and weight of sin. God 
created us to love and worship him by 
enjoying him. Sin is rebellion against our 
Creator and King. The fair payment of sin 
is death, and the only way for us to escape 
that death was for Jesus to take the penalty 
for us.

6. How do you feel when you think about 
Jesus’ crucifixion? Jesus’ crucifixion is 
both wonderful and terrible. For a perfectly 
righteous man to die instead of us is a great 
tragedy. However, God uses that tragedy in 
a beautiful way, to provide life and hope for 
all who trust in Jesus. Only God can work 
wonderful things from terrible situations.

Group C
1. What is the cost of sin? Because of our 

sin, we deserve to die. But God loves us 
and sent Jesus to take the punishment in 
our place. We are saved only through the 
sinless Lamb of God’s death on the cross. 
He lived a perfect life, and salvation is found 
only in him. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read Acts 4:12.) 

2. The Bible says that the curtain in the 
temple sanctuary split in two. Why is 
this important? The curtain that was torn 
separated the area in the temple called the 

holy of holies from the other areas of the 
temple. Only the high priest was allowed 
to enter this room and only at certain times. 
But when Jesus declared “It is finished!” the 
curtain tore, showing that all who receive 
his salvation have full access to God the 
Father. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read 
Heb. 4:16.) 

3. Since Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for our sins, what must we do? We don’t 
have to work to earn God’s acceptance. 
Salvation is a gift from Jesus. Individuals 
must respond to this good news. If they 
have received this gift by trusting in Jesus’ 
work for them, Jesus calls them to share this 
good news with others. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Acts 1:8.)

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

Jesus shouted from the cross, “My God, my 
God, why have You abandoned Me?” Jesus 
freed us from sin and death by taking the 
curse of sin on himself. God is perfect and 
separate from sin, so as Jesus hung on the 
cross, with the weight of all our sin on him, 
God had to turn away from his Son. When 
we trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior, God 
will never turn away from us. 

2. How did Jesus respond to the accusations 
against him? Jesus was silent. He was 
even silent as the soldiers placed a robe 
and a crown of thorns on his head to mock 
him. This fulfilled the prophecy about 
the Messiah found in Isaiah 53:7. Jesus’ 
silence shows his humility, obedience, and 
willingness to lay down his life for us. 

3. What is the cost of sin? Because of our 
sin, we deserve to die. But God loves us 
and sent Jesus to take the punishment in 
our place. We are saved only through the 
sinless Lamb of God’s death on the cross. 
He lived a perfect life, and salvation is found 
only in him. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read Acts 4:12.) 
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4. The Bible says that the curtain in the 
temple sanctuary split in two. Why is 
this important? The curtain that was torn 
separated the area in the temple called the 
holy of holies from the other areas of the 
temple. Only the high priest was allowed 
to enter this room and only at certain times. 
But when Jesus declared “It is finished!” the 
curtain tore, showing that all who receive 
his salvation have full access to God the 
Father. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read Heb. 4:16.) 

5. Since Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for our sins, what must we do? We don’t 
have to work to earn God’s acceptance. 
Salvation is a gift from Jesus. Individuals 
must respond to this good news. If they 
have received this gift by trusting in Jesus’ 
work for them, Jesus calls them to share this 
good news with others. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Acts 1:8.)

Prayer
God, thank you for taking the curse of sin 
and giving us a new life in him. We ask for 
boldness to share the gospel with others.
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