
Bible Passage: Matthew 28; Acts 1

Personal Preparation
After Jesus’ death and resurrection, he 
appears to his disciples over a 40-day period. 
At one point, he appears to more than 500 
people. During this time, Jesus teaches about 
the kingdom of God. Some of them wonder if 
Jesus is finally going to overthrow the Roman 
government and set up his kingdom on earth. 

Jesus has a different plan for the disciples. He 
directs the Eleven to go to a mountain, where 
he appears to them again. They worship 
him, but some still doubt (Matt. 28:17). On the 
mountain, Jesus gives his disciples the Great 
Commission. He commands his disciples to 
go into the world and preach the gospel, the 
good news about him. 

The Great Commission is not just for 
missionaries far from home. All believers are 
called to share the gospel with others, teach 
them to obey God’s commands, and baptize 
them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Jesus finishes his commission with a 
profound promise: “And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). 

Jesus tells the disciples to remain in Jerusalem 
until they receive the Father’s promise—the 
Holy Spirit. Those who repent of their sins and 
trust in Jesus’ death and resurrection will be 
baptized by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will 
give them the power to live holy lives and take 
the gospel to the ends of the earth. After Jesus 
tells the disciples these things, Jesus is taken 
up into the sky—right in front of their eyes! 

Jesus is alive in heaven, waiting to return for 
his people. Jesus tells the disciples he is going 
to prepare a place for them, and when we die, 
we will be with the Lord (John 14:1–3). In the 
meantime, Jesus has not left us alone. Jesus 
sends the Holy Spirit to be with us and help us 

do God’s work. One day, Jesus will return to 
make all things new and to rule as Lord overall.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

John 11:25
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. The one who believes in me 
will live, even though they die.”

This is the last lesson with this memory verse.

Points of Emphasis
1. Jesus gives his disciples the Great 

Commission. 

2. Jesus ascends to heaven where he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video

After his resurrection, Jesus appears to 
the disciples, proving he is really alive. He 
teaches them that all the Scriptures point to 
him. In our Bible story today, Jesus is ready for 
his next step, which means he has to prepare 
his followers for the next step. So he gives 
them some very important instructions. Let’s 
look now at what Jesus says to his disciples 
before he returns to heaven

Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus 
Returned to Heaven.”

Volume 9, Unit 27, Lesson 4: Jesus Returns to Heaven 
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Bible Lesson

Jesus is God the Son; he has always had 
authority. But after Jesus dies on the cross 
and is raised from the dead, God gives him 
all authority in heaven and on earth. Jesus is 
the King over all creation, and he rules over 
God’s kingdom. Because Jesus has authority 
over all places and all people at all times, we 
can take the good news about Jesus to all 
places and all people at all times. In today’s 
story, Jesus gives his disciples the Great 
Commission. A disciple is a follower. Jesus 
wants his followers to tell people all over the 
world how to be rescued from sin and death 
by trusting in his death and resurrection. 
Then those people who believe will become 
disciples of Jesus too. Sharing the good news 
is like planting the seeds of truth in the lives 
of others so Jesus can help them learn and 
grow too. It’s how we multiply ourselves as 
believers in Jesus. Disciples who love Jesus 
will want to obey him. Think for a moment 
what the world would be like if the disciples 
didn’t share the gospel. You and I wouldn’t 
be here today worshiping Jesus. It took a 
disciple telling someone, who told someone, 
who told someone, all the way down to me 
so I can tell you, and so you can tell the 
next person. It’s important that we don’t let 
this news end with us. What did Jesus say 
would happen when the Holy Spirit comes? 
Look at Acts 1:8. [Allow individuals to read 
the verse and respond.] As Jesus’ witnesses, 
the disciples tell people what they know 
to be true. They tell people the good news 
about Jesus in the city of Jerusalem, in the 
surrounding area of Judea and the nearby 
area of Samaria, and all over the world. The 
Holy Spirit will be with them to help them.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures. This is the last lesson with this 
memory verse.

Christ Connection

Jesus leaves earth and returns to heaven, 
but he does not leave us alone. Jesus sends 
the Holy Spirit to be with us and help us do 
God’s work—teach people everywhere about 
Jesus so they will trust in him as their Lord 
and Savior. One day, Jesus will return to 
make all things new and to rule as Lord over 
all. While we wait for him to return, it’s our 
job to continue to share the good news with 
others. God has given us a mission and gives 
us power through the Holy Spirit to obey this 
calling.

Play the Gospel Presentation video.

Discuss the gospel with the individuals, and 
answer any questions they might have. Help 
them think through what the gospel could 
mean for their lives.

Review Questions
(Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on “Jesus 
Returns to Heaven.” Today’s episode asks 
“Why did Jesus go back to Heaven? Why 
didn’t he stay on earth?”)

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Where did Jesus tell the disciples to wait? 

Jerusalem

2. What is Jesus over his kingdom? King

3. Are we called to be quiet or to tell others 
about Jesus? Tell others!

4. Where are we called to go and tell people 
about Jesus? All over the world / earth

5. When Jesus left, what did he say would 
stay with us? The Holy Spirit

Group B
1. Where did Jesus tell the disciples to wait? 

Jerusalem (Acts 1:4) 
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2. What did Jesus say the disciples would 
receive? Power from the Holy Spirit (Acts 
1:8)

3. How will Jesus return? In the same way he 
went to heaven (Acts 1:11)

4. How can we make disciples? The Great 
Commission helps explain how to make 
disciples: teach them to obey Jesus 
and baptize them. Help the individuals 
remember that baptism and obedience do 
not save us, but they are important signs 
that help show a person has put her faith 
in Jesus. 

5. How is having the Holy Spirit with us 
more beneficial than having Jesus still 
on earth? Everything God does is always 
best. We know that the Holy Spirit with us 
is better because that’s how God planned 
things to be. In addition, it is better for 
the Holy Spirit to indwell all believers 
everywhere, than for Jesus to be on earth 
in one place at a time. 

6. How do you feel knowing that Jesus will 
come back? Focus on the hope we have for 
the future. The world is still broken by sin, 
but as we obey Jesus and make disciples, 
there will be more and more people trying 
to do God’s will and bring justice and 
peace to the world. Someday, Jesus will 
come and bring perfect, everlasting peace 
and justice.

Group C
1. What is the Great Commission? Jesus 

is in heaven, and he is going to come 
back someday. While we wait for him, we 
have a special mission. Jesus wants us to 
help more people follow him. The Great 
Commission is Jesus’ command that his 
disciples go out and preach the gospel to 
all people. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read 2 Pet. 3:9.) 

2. Why is obeying the Great Commission 
so important? Because of the obedience 
of believers before us, we can know and 
respond to the gospel. Jesus wants us to 
tell others about him too. We are called to 
obey Jesus’ Great Commission. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 10:14.) 

3. How does the Great Commission apply 
to us? The Great Commission wasn’t just 
for Jesus’ disciples. It is a command for 
everyone who believes in him! Everyone 
needs to hear this good news. God calls 
some people to travel to faraway places 
to share the gospel, and sometimes he 
calls people to stay where they are and 
share the gospel with their neighbors. 
God wants believers to share the gospel 
with everyone in the whole world. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 1:16.)

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about 

God? Jesus is God the Son; he always had 
authority. But after Jesus died on the cross 
and rose from the dead, God gave Jesus 
all authority in heaven and on earth. Jesus 
is the King over all creation, and he rules 
over God’s kingdom. 

2. What is a disciple? Jesus gave his 
disciples the Great Commission. A disciple 
is a follower. Jesus wants his followers to 
tell people all over the world how to be 
rescued from sin and death by trusting 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Then 
those people who believe would become 
disciples of Jesus too. Disciples who love 
Jesus will want to obey him.

Prayer
God, thank you for your promise that you will 
be with us always. Thank you for sending 
the Holy Spirit to guide us until you come 
again. Please help us to follow the Great 
Commission. Amen.
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