
Bible Passage: 1 Peter 1–2

Personal Preparation
Peter’s story of faith began when Jesus said, 
“Follow me” (Matt. 4:19). Peter and his brother 
Andrew—two fishermen from Galilee—left 
their nets and followed Jesus. As one of Jesus’ 
twelve disciples, Peter witnessed firsthand 
Jesus’ miracles and teachings. 

Peter believed that Jesus is the Messiah 
(Matthew 16:16), and he was understandably 
upset when Jesus predicted that Peter would 
deny him (Matthew 26:34–35). Peter fell 
asleep as Jesus prayed in the garden, and 
he drew his sword to defend Jesus when he 
was arrested. (Matthew 26:40; John 18:10). 
Peter denied Jesus three times, but after the 
resurrection Jesus appeared to Peter and the 
other disciples. Then Jesus restored Peter 
to ministry at the sea of Galilee (John 21:15–
19). The first 12 chapters in the book of Acts 
record the Holy Spirit’s work through Peter 
after Pentecost. God revealed to Peter that the 
gospel is for everyone—Jews and Gentiles. 
Peter was arrested and imprisoned for sharing 
the gospel, but an angel of the Lord rescued 
him (Acts 12:1–8).

Peter wrote his first letter sometime between 62 
and 64 AD to believers who had experienced 
persecution and suffering. He encouraged 
them and reminded them how to live holy 
lives as followers of Christ, looking forward to 
an eternal reward in their true home—Heaven. 

Peter’s letter was written nearly two thousand 
years ago to believers who were not far 
removed from Jesus’ life on earth. We still 
wait eagerly for Jesus’ return, but God calls 
us to faithfulness in hard times, using our time 
on earth to better know and love him and to 
tell others about him. As believers, we are all 
called to live a life of love and to glorify God by 

what we do and say, even in the midst of trials 
and troubles.
God, thank you for giving us hope in hard 
times because of Jesus. Thank you for 
your Word. Please help give the group an 
understanding of your Word and help them 
understand that through suffering, we are 
able to look more like Jesus. Please allow the 
group to grow in their understanding of who 
you are and what you’ve done for us, as well 
as what it means for us to be faithful to you. 
Amen.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

2 Peter 1:3
“By his divind power, God has given us 
everything we need for living a godly life. 
We have received all of this by coming ot 
know him, the one who called us to himself 
by means of his marvelous glory and 
excellence.”

Points of Emphasis
1. Peter encouraged believers who faced 

persecution.

2. The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our 
sin, and guides us as we live for God’s 
glory.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.
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Video
Soon after Jesus returned to heaven, God 
kept his promise to send the Holy Spirit. 
After that, the apostles began to do mighty 
works by his power. The Holy Spirit gave 
Peter power to heal a man. This week, we will 
learn about a time the Holy Spirit inspired 
Peter to write a letter to encourage believers 
who faced persecution—hateful treatment 
because of their faith in Jesus. Our story is 
called “Faithful in Hard Times.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Faithful in 
Hard Times.”

Bible Lesson
Believers in the early Church faced 
persecution, yet they persisted. Peter 
encouraged believers who faced persecution. 
We can read some of Peter’s words in his 
letters. Much of what he wrote encouraged 
believers to focus on the hope all Christians 
have in Jesus. He encouraged them to remain 
steadfast and holy. He reminded them that 
the hardships they were facing would only 
last a short time compared to the eternal life 
God has promised for those who know him. 
Do you remember our big picture question 
that we have been thinking about over the 
past few weeks? How does the Holy Spirit 
help Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, 
shows us our sin, and guides us as we live 
for God’s glory. We can see this in our story 
today. The Holy Spirit used Peter to provide 
comfort and encouragement to the early 
church as they faced persecution. Peter also 
challenged the believers to remain faithful to 
God by striving to be holy. This meant that 
the early Church had to remain sensitive to 
the Holy Spirit’s conviction to repent and 
turn from any sin in order to bring glory to 
God with their lives. 

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
Even today, believers around the world 
suffer persecution. We, as Christians, should 
faithfully pray for these brothers and sisters 
to remain strong even in hardship. The 
Bible says Christians will suffer for following 
Jesus. Peter encouraged believers who 
faced persecution for their faith. Through 
suffering, God can make us more like his 
Son. Jesus gives us hope and true life so we 
can live joyfully for him, even in hard times.

Review Questions
Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on being 
faithful in hard times. Today’s episode asks, “If 
God is all-powerful and in control, why doesn’t 
he just make life easy for everyone?”

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. What did Jesus’ followers face? 

Persecution

2. Why were Jesus’ followers in the early 
Church mistreated? Because of their faith

3. Who wrote a letter to encourage the 
believers who faced persecution? Peter

4. What did Peter’s letter encourage the 
believers to do? To be faithful to God 
during hard times

5. Why do we have hope? We have hope 
because of Jesus

6. Can the blessings in Heaven be destroyed 
or taken away from God’s children? No

Group B
1. What did Peter say we are born into 

when we have faith in Jesus? Blessings in 
Heaven, a perfect inheritance (1 Peter 1:4) 

2. What reason did Peter give for us to be 
faithful in hard times? It honors God (1 
Peter 2:12) 
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3. Why did Peter say Jesus bore our sins? 
So that we could live for righteousness (1 
Peter 2:24) 

4. What does it mean to live for 
righteousness? We only have 
righteousness through faith in Jesus’ 
righteousness. We are saved from sin so 
we can choose obedience.

5. What is our inheritance from God? What 
we receive from God as a result of being 
adopted into his family. We gain eternal life 
with God, joy, peace, wisdom, mercy, and 
grace. 

6. Why does God allow us to face hard 
times? Discuss the benefits of facing 
hard times, such as growing in patience, 
learning to trust God more, and showing his 
power and love to the world by responding 
graciously to those who are cruel to us. 
Remind individuals that God can turn all 
things to good, even when we don’t see 
the good he is working out. 

Group C
1. Peter urged the early Church to be holy 

in all their conduct (1 Pet. 1:15). How can 
a sinner be holy? To be holy means to be 
set apart for a special purpose. It does not 
mean that we are sinless, because we could 
never be sinless. We are set apart for the 
special purpose of serving and glorifying 
God. We cannot be holy in our own power. 
We must be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s 
conviction in our lives and respond to his 
leading and allow God to use us for his 
glory. 

2. What did Peter mean when he said, “This 
world is not your home”? While God has 
placed us on the earth for a time, this world 
as we know it is passing away. We have to 
consider our eternal home. Will we spend 
eternity with Jesus or will we spend eternity 
separated from him? Peter challenged 
believers to live differently than those who 
don’t know Jesus, to live thinking about 
eternity. 

3. How can we choose to face hard times 
in our life knowing that our hope is in 
Jesus? Help kids recognize Peter said that 
the things of the earth will fade, but God’s 
Word stands forever. For Christians, this 
means that any suffering we experience 
on earth is temporary. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Revelation 21:4.) 

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about 

God? The Holy Spirit used Peter to provide 
comfort and encouragement to the early 
Church as they faced persecution. Peter 
also challenged the believers to remain 
faithful to God by  striving to be holy. The 
early Church had to remain sensitive to the 
Holy Spirit’s conviction to repent and turn 
from any sin in order to bring glory to God 
with their lives.

2. What did Peter write to encourage the 
believers? Much of what Peter wrote 
encouraged believers to focus on the 
hope all Christians have in Jesus. He 
encouraged them to remain steadfast and 
holy. He reminded them that the hardships 
they were facing would only last a short 
time compared to the eternal life God has 
promised for those who know him.

3. Peter urged the early Church to be holy in 
all their conduct. (See 1 Peter 1:15.) How 
can a sinner be holy?  Help individuals 
recognize that holy means to be set apart 
for a special purpose. It does not mean that 
we are sinless, because we could never be 
sinless. We are set apart for the special 
purpose of serving and glorifying God. We 
cannot be holy in our own power. We must 
be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s conviction 
in our lives and respond to his leading and 
allow God to use us for his glory. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Romans 12:1.)
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4. What did Peter mean when he said, “This 
world is not your home”? Help them 
recognize that, while God has placed 
them on the earth for a time, this world as 
we know it is passing away. We have to 
consider our eternal home. Will we spend 
eternity with Jesus or will we spend eternity 
separated from him? Peter challenged 
believers to live differently than those who 
don’t know Jesus, to live thinking about 
eternity. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read 1 John 2:17.)

5. How can we choose to face hard times in 
our life knowing that our hope is in Jesus?  
Help individuals recognize Peter said that 
the things of the earth will fade, but God’s 
Word stands forever. For Christians, this 
means that any suffering we experience 
on earth is temporary. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Revelation 21:4.)

Prayer
Thank you, Lord, that this world is not our 
permanent home, but that you are preparing 
a place for us. Thank you for the hope you 
have given us through Jesus. May we live 
faithfully for you when we face difficult 
things in life. Help us to keep our focus on 
you and glorify you. Amen. 
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