
Bible Passage: 2 Peter 1

Personal Preparation
Like his first letter, Peter’s second letter was 
written to believers in the early Church who 
had experienced persecution and suffering. At 
this time, Peter was in a Roman prison. He was 
aware that his death was imminent. (See 2 Pet. 
1:13–15.) Besides the outside threats to their 
faith, these believers were also confronted 
with false teachers within the Church who 
tried to lead them away from the true gospel. 

Peter warned against false teachers. In 
the opening chapter of his letter, Peter’s 
exhortation to live like Jesus gives believers 
a measure for making sure they are following 
the truth. The best defense against false 
teachers is a dedication to a knowledge of the 
truth. As you prepare to teach from 2 Peter 1, 
consider these two questions: How do we live 
like Jesus? Why do we live like Jesus? 

First, God’s people live like Jesus through the 
power of Jesus (2 Peter 1:3–4) and through 
personal application (2 Peter 1:5–7). Not only 
is the Christian life marked by faith in Christ, 
it is characterized by goodness, knowledge, 
self-control, endurance, godliness, brotherly 
affection, and love. These come from knowing 
Jesus, who calls us to himself.

Second, God’s people live like Jesus to confirm 
their calling (2 Peter 1:8–11). If we claim to 
have faith but do not live like Jesus, we have 
forgotten what Jesus has done for us. Because 
God has credited to us Jesus’ righteousness, 
we strive to live in loving obedience to him 
to show those around us that Jesus has truly 
changed our lives. 

Soon after writing this letter, Peter was killed 
in Rome as Jesus had predicted (John 21:18–
19). Help kids grasp that Jesus lived a perfect 
life and died the death we deserve for our 

sin. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our 
sins and changes our hearts. Jesus calls and 
empowers his followers to live like him.
God, thank you for sending Jesus to live a 
perfect life and die the death we deserve for 
our sin. Thank you for giving us the power 
to live like Jesus. Thank you for your Word. 
Please help give the group an understanding 
of your Word and help them understand 
what it looks like to live more like Jesus so 
that you may be glorified. Amen.

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

2 Peter 1:3
“By his divind power, God has given us 
everything we need for living a godly life. 
We have received all of this by coming ot 
know him, the one who called us to himself 
by means of his marvelous glory and 
excellence.”

Points of Emphasis
1. Peter instructed believers to live like 

Jesus.

2. The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our 
sin, and guides us as we live for God’s 
glory.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video
It wasn’t long after God kept his promise to 
send the Holy Spirit that the apostles began 
doing mighty works through his power. The 
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Holy Spirit gave Peter power to heal a man. 
He also inspired Peter to write letters to 
help believers. Last week we learned about 
a letter Peter wrote in which he encouraged 
believers who faced persecution. This week 
we will learn about a second letter Peter 
wrote that was inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
Our story today is called “Living Like Jesus.”

Play the video for the lesson titled “Living Like 
Jesus.”

Bible Lesson
Peter instructed believers to live like Jesus. 
When Peter wrote his letters to encourage 
the persecuted Church, he, too, was facing 
persecution. In fact, our story today told us 
that Peter was in a Roman prison when he 
wrote the book of 2 Peter. 

In his second letter, Peter reminds believers 
of who Jesus is, the sacrifice he made for 
sinners, and all that we have through him. 
Jesus gives God’s children the power to live 
for him and live like him. In Jesus, we have all 
we need to live for him. 

Remember our key passage? (Choose a 
volunteer to recite 2 Peter 1:3 for the rest 
of the group.) Peter wrote this truth to 
encourage the persecuted early Church. The 
same truth applies to believers today. 

One of the ways God helps us to live for him 
and like him is by giving every believer the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. Do you remember our big 
picture question? How does the Holy Spirit 
help Christians? The Holy Spirit comforts us, 
shows us our sin, and guides us as we live 
for God’s glory. Because of the Holy Spirit’s 
work, believers can become more and more 
like Jesus every day.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
Jesus lived a perfect life and died the death 
we deserve for our sin. When we trust Jesus, 
God forgives our sins and changes our hearts. 
Jesus calls and empowers his followers to live 
like him. Peter highlighted God’s mercy and 
grace as he encouraged the early believers. 
When we face hard times, we can remember 
God’s gift of salvation and the eternal hope 
we have in him. Even in hardship, God cares 
for us.

Play the Gospel Presentation video. Discuss 
the Gospel with the individuals and answer 
any questions they might have. Help them 
think through what the Gospel could mean for 
their lives.

Review Questions
Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on living like 
Jesus. Today’s episode asks, “Can I really 
change, because sometimes it is really hard 
not to have a bad attitude?”

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who was one of Jesus’ disciples who was 

a leader in the early Church? Peter

2. Where was Peter when he wrote his 
second letter? He was in a Roman prison.

3. Why was Peter arrested? Peter was 
arrested because he was a follower of 
Jesus.

4. Why did Peter say that we have everything 
we need? Because we know Jesus

5. What were some of the qualities we should 
seek to live by? Goodness, knowledge, 
self control, patience, brotherly affection, 
and love

6. What happens when we live by these 
qualities? Jesus is glorified in our lives.
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Group B
1. What did Peter say God has given us? 

Everything required for life and godliness 
(2 Peter 1:3) 

2. What should we have along with faith? 
Goodness, knowledge, self-control, 
endurance, godliness, brotherly affection 
(2 Peter 1:5–7)

3. Why did Peter want to remind believers 
of these things they already know? He 
knew he would soon die and wanted to 
affirm the truth again before he did (2 Peter 
1:12-14).

4. Why is it important to live for God? We 
were created to glorify and love him. We 
cannot be truly happy apart from his plans 
for us. After faith in Jesus, our mission is 
to lead others to Jesus. If we say we love 
Jesus, and live as though we do not, our 
witness is ineffective. 

5. What are ways we can grow in godliness? 
Reading the Bible daily, gathering with other 
believers to learn about God, praying, and 
worshiping God. Doing these things can’t 
save us, but will help us grow in godliness 
if we are saved by grace through faith. 

6. Who does the work of growing us in 
godliness? The combination between the 
Holy Spirit’s power to change us and our 
responsibility to live for God. We cannot 
change ourselves, but with the Holy Spirit’s 
power, we will be able to work towards 
loving and obeying God.

Group C
1. What does Peter tell Christians to seek? It 

is important to demonstrate faith with other 
God-honoring qualities, such as goodness, 
knowledge, self-control, patience, brotherly 
affection, and love. These qualities help 
others see that we are living for Jesus 
and point others to him. They also show 
that the Holy Spirit is at work in a person’s 
life. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read 
Galatians 5:22–23.) 

2. What does it mean to trust God’s 
righteousness? Trusting God’s 
righteousness means trusting his character. 
We know who God is and how he cares 
for his people. He has proven himself as 
trustworthy over and over. When we trust 
his righteousness, we are trusting that he 
always has the best plans for us. This trust 
allows us to live for him with confidence in 
his power. 

3. How can you live like Jesus right now? 
When we trust Jesus, he empowers us 
to live for him. We can live for him in any 
situation we face. Think of a situation in 
which you can show faith and trust in God 
as he develops the characteristics Peter 
mentioned (goodness, knowledge, self-
control, patience, brotherly affection, and 
love).  

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about God? 

Peter reminds believers of who Jesus is, 
the sacrifice he made for sinners, and all 
that we have through him. Jesus gives 
God’s children the power to live for him 
and live like him. In Jesus, we have all we 
need to live for him. 

2. How does God help us live for him and 
like him? One of the ways God helps us to 
live for him and like him is by giving every 
believer the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our sin, 
and guides us as we live for God’s glory. 
Because of the Holy Spirit’s work, believers 
can become more and more like Jesus 
every day. 

3. What does Peter tell Christians to seek? 
Help individuals recognize the importance 
of demonstrating faith with other God-
honoring qualities, such as goodness, 
knowledge, self-control, patience, brotherly 
affection, and love. These qualities help 
others see that we are living for Jesus 
and point others to him. They also show 
that the Holy Spirit is at work in a person’s 
life. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read 
Galatians 5:22–23.)
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4. What does it mean to trust God’s 
righteousness? Help them recognize 
that trusting God’s righteousness means 
trusting his character. We know who God 
is and how he cares for his people. He has 
proven himself as trustworthy over and 
over. When we trust his righteousness, we 
are trusting that he always has the best 
plans for us. This trust allows us to live for 
him with confidence in his power. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Psalm 145:17.)

5. How can you live like Jesus right now? 
Help individuals recognize that, when we 
trust Jesus, he empowers us to live for 
him in any situation we face. Challenge 
kids to think of one situation where 
they can show faith and trust in God as 
he develops the characteristics Peter 
mentioned (goodness, knowledge, self-
control, patience, brotherly affection, and 
love). (Option: Choose a volunteer to read 
Colossians 3:12–14.)

Prayer
Father, thank you for making us more like 
Jesus each day. Help us to see the ways you 
are working in our lives. Help us to be honest 
about the ways we still need to grow. Give us 
humble hearts that want to obey you. Give 
us boldness to live on mission. Amen.
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