
Bible Passage: John 1

Personal Preparation
God’s plan all along was to send his Son into 
the world to save sinners. At just the right time, 
God the Son “emptied himself by assuming 
the form of a servant, taking on the likeness of 
humanity” (Philippians 2:7). The birth of Jesus 
was a miracle. 

The Gospels of Matthew and Luke begin by 
giving details of the Messiah’s birth: Mary 
became pregnant by the Holy Spirit and gave 
birth to a son. The baby was God’s Son, and 
he had an earthly father, Joseph. As the angel 
had instructed, Joseph named the baby Jesus. 

The apostle John began his Gospel in a 
different way. John 1:1 parallels the words of 
Genesis 1: “In the beginning.” In the beginning, 
God spoke creation into existence. Everything 
was created through God the Son (Colossians 
1:16). John names Jesus as “the Word” (John 
1:3). 

Christmas 

John 1 provides a bigger picture to accompany 
the story found in Luke 2:1–20. “The Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 
As you teach kids about Jesus’ birth, help them 
realize why Jesus came. Jesus did not enter an 
already good world that simply needed some 
guidance and improvement. He came into a 
dark world cursed by sin to a people who were 
spiritually dead. 

Jesus’ birth is good news for people who need 
a Savior. In God the Son’s becoming a human, 
Jesus brought life and light to people who 
were dead in sin. Jesus came to give life to 
all who believe. He brought light into darkness 
and showed us what God is like. 

Invite kids to celebrate the birth of Jesus, 
which brought joy and peace to a desperate 

and chaotic world. Pray that God would 
prepare the hearts of all children—from babies 
to preschoolers to older kids—to hear and 
believe the truths about Jesus and welcome 
him into their lives as Lord and Savior.
God, thank you for this opportunity to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. I pray you would 
prepare the hearts of all of the individuals 
to hear and believe the truths about Jesus. I 
pray you would let us understand who Jesus 
is and welcome him into our lives!

Memory Verse
Begin the lesson by sharing the memory verse 
with the group.

2 Peter 1:3
“By his divind power, God has given us 
everything we need for living a godly life. 
We have received all of this by coming ot 
know him, the one who called us to himself 
by means of his marvelous glory and 
excellence.”

Points of Emphasis
1. Jesus came to bring us life.

2. The Holy Spirit comforts us, shows us our 
sin, and guides us as we live for God’s 
glory.

Activity #1
Lead the group to begin working on the activity 
sheet. Feel free to let the individuals continue 
working as you teach the lesson.

Video
Jesus was born to bring life and light into a 
dark world. Our Bible stories from the past 
two weeks described how Jesus continued 
to bring life even after he returned to 
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Heaven. After his ascension, Jesus promised 
to send a helper: the Holy Spirit. God kept 
his promise to send the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit empowered the disciples to perform 
miracles in Jesus’ name, and the Church 
grew and spread. The light of Jesus can never 
be overcome by darkness. His kingdom will 
continue to come and spread until one day 
every knee will bow to Jesus—the Word of 
God, the light of the world who offers life to 
all who call on him as Savior.

Play the video for the lesson titled “Jesus was 
Born.”

Bible Lesson
Bible scholars have spent years studying 
and thinking about the name John used for 
Jesus: “The Word.” In the original language 
of the book of John, the Greek word used 
is Logos. Logos is the same word from 
which we get the word logic. When John 
called Jesus “the Word,” he was packing a 
lot of meaning into a single . . . well, word! 
Jesus is the exact representation of God’s 
character. He is a reflection of God’s plans 
and purpose in the world. He is the logic 
and reason behind all of creation. When God 
spoke the world into existence, the Son was 
there, creating together with God the Father. 
When John explains that the Word became 
flesh, he’s explaining that the full power, 
perfection, and glory of God was becoming 
human. It’s incredible to think about, and 
nearly impossible for us to really understand. 
Imagine that you have a tiny, little eye-
dropper. Imagine you went to the seashore 
and squeezed the little rubber bulb and 
stuck the end into the ocean. Now imagine 
that when you released the rubber bulb, it 
sucked in all the water from all the oceans in 
all the world—and still looked like a regular 
little eye-dropper. In a way, that can help you 
think about the miracle it was for God the Son 
to come to earth as a human baby. Jesus is 
the light in a dark world. He is the Word who 
became flesh and dwelt among us. Jesus 
came to bring us life. The birth of Jesus was 
good news! Jesus was no ordinary baby. He 

was God’s Son, sent to earth from Heaven. 
Jesus came into the world as a human to 
bring us life. He brought light into darkness 
and showed us what God is like.

Activity #2
Guide the group to finish working on the 
activity sheet. Review the memory verse with 
the group and help them learn it. Encourage 
the individuals to write the verse using the 
Velcro pictures.

Christ Connection
The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was 
no ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent 
to earth from Heaven. Jesus came into the 
world as a human to bring us life. He brought 
light into darkness and showed us what God 
is like.

Review Questions
Optional: Play the Questions from Kids (QFK) 
video to continue the discussion on Christmas. 
Today’s episode asks if Jesus was born on 
December 25.

Group A

Early Learner

Encourage the individuals to point to the 
pictures provided or to draw in order to answer 
these questions.
1. Who wrote to tell people who Jesus was? 

John

2. Who did he say Jesus was? The Word

3. What brought life into the world? The 
Word

4. Who was a witness to the light? John

5. Who is the true light? Jesus

6. God has given us grace and truth through 
whom? Jesus

Group B
1. Who existed in the beginning with God? 

The Word (John 1:1) 
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2. Who came to tell about the light coming 
into the world? John the Baptist (John 1:6–
9) 

3. What did Jesus show us when he became 
human? What God is like and his love for 
us (John 1:14–18) 

4. How do we receive “grace and truth” 
through Jesus? Guide kids to see that 
everyone who repents and believes the 
gospel is saved. We receive the truth of 
the gospel as a gift from God and his grace 
saves us from our sin. Apart from Jesus, no 
one can receive grace and truth. 

5. What does it mean for Jesus to be the 
light of the world? Discuss the fact that, 
although we think of light and darkness 
as opposites, darkness is really the lack 
of light. Light and darkness don’t clash 
and cancel one another out. Light always 
defeats darkness and pushes it back. 
Jesus’ work on the cross defeated sin and 
death—spiritual darkness—overcoming it 
completely. 

6. Why is it important to understand who 
Jesus is beyond just a baby born two 
thousand years ago? Help kids think 
through the importance of Jesus’ identity 
as God the Son. Remind them that his full 
humanity combined with his full deity made 
him the only one who could provide the 
perfect sacrifice. Jesus’ birth is important 
because it marked the moment God came 
to earth to save us from sin.

Group C
1. How can we know God if no one has ever 

seen him? Help kids recognize that Jesus 
is God and has revealed who God is. Jesus 
showed us what God is like and taught 
about the Kingdom of Heaven. We read 
Jesus’ words in the Bible. (Option: Choose 
a volunteer to read Hebrews 1:2–3.) 

2. What does it mean to be a child of God? 
Through Jesus’ work on the cross, people 
who turn from their sin can be adopted as 
God’s children. As our Father, God frees 
us from sin and gives us everything we 
need. Help kids recognize that, as children 

of God, we have access to all of God’s 
blessings. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read Galatians 4:4–5.) 

3. Because we know Jesus brought life and 
light to a dark world, how should we live? 
Help kids recognize that God wants us 
to be lights in a dark world by living like 
Jesus and by telling others the good news 
of the gospel. We can show Jesus’ love to 
others and live in a way that shows that he 
is our greatest treasure. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Matthew 5:14.)  

Group D

Advanced Learner
1. What does this story teach us about 

God? God the Son has always existed. He 
was with God the Father before the world 
began. God created the world through his 
Word, Jesus. The Word became flesh when 
Jesus was born. He has always existed, but 
Jesus came to earth as a human to dwell 
with people. But Jesus wasn’t just a man; 
he was also fully God.

2. Why do we obey God? We obey God’s 
commands for living—not because we think 
our obedience will save us but because we 
love God and want to honor him. Nothing 
we do ourselves could ever save us from 
our sins or earn us a place in Heaven. True 
forgiveness for sin comes only through the 
once-and-for-all sacrifice of Jesus.

3. How can we know God if no one has 
ever seen him? Help individuals recognize 
Jesus is God and has revealed who God 
is. Jesus showed us what God is like and 
taught about the Kingdom of Heaven. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 
Hebrews 1:2–3.)

4. What does it mean to be a child of God? 
Through Jesus’ work on the cross, people 
who turn from their sin can be adopted as 
God’s children. As our Father, God frees us 
from sin and gives us everything we need. 
Help them recognize that, as children 
of God, we have access to all of God’s 
blessings. (Option: Choose a volunteer to 
read Galatians 4:4–5.)
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5. Because we know Jesus brought life and 
light to a dark world, how should we live? 
Help individuals recognize that God wants 
us to be lights in a dark world by the way we 
live and by telling others the good news of 
Jesus. We can show Jesus’ love to others 
and live in a way that shows that Jesus is 
our greatest treasure. (Option: Choose a 
volunteer to read Matthew 5:14.)

Prayer
Father, thank you for sending your Son to 
live with us as a human. Help us to trust you 
and dedicate our lives to serving you and 
glorifying you. Allow us to be a part of your 
plans to grow your Kingdom in the world. 
Use us to spread the gospel to lost people 
everywhere. Amen.
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